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PREFACE.

In completing the twenty-ninth volume of the Baptist
Magazine, and the third series of its numbers, the Editors
would respectfully solicit the attention of their numerous
readers to a brief retrospect of its history.

The work was commenced in the west.of England, January,
1809, and numbered among its earliest contributors, in London
and the country, ministers and friends of eminent piety and
distinguished attainments, as Ryland, Fuller, Hinton, New-
man, &c.,, &c.; who, during the continuance of their esti-
mable lives, enriched its pages by their valued communications,
and, by their extenstve influence, effectively patronized its
benevolent design,

After having, for some time, encountered the disadvantages
almost necessarily connected with provincial management, it
was deemed expedient that this periodical should be conducted
in the metropolis; and arrangements for that purpose having
been effected, the transfer took place in the early part of 1812.

Since that period, the Baptist Magazine, in commen with
its numerous contemporaries, in endeavouring to adjust itself
to the rapid increase of weekly and monthly publications, has,
on various occasions, attempted such improvements as pro-
gressive events appeared to suggest; and further improve-
ments—in reference to typography, &c.,—were in contem-
plation for the ensuing volume. Moreover, inpursuing, through
nearly thirty years, its beneficent course, it has had the ho-
nour of competing with several confassedly rival publicatiens,
and of witnessing these ephemeral efforts become successively
defunct,
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During a lengthened period, the Editorial arrangements of
this work were entrusted to the superintendence of the same
individuals, whose gratuitous cxertions were uniformly directed
to advance the spiritual interests of its readers generally, and
the more especial advantage of that section of the Christian
community to which its distinctive title refers.

As connected with this limited enumeration of facts, it is
certainly not the least gratifying, nor one which can be too
thankfully acknowledged, that considerably more than rour
THOUSAND POUNDS, arising from the profits of this work,
have been distributed among the widows of Baptist ministers;
and it is earnestly hoped, that from the same source, during
the next quarter of a century, a much larger amount may
continue to flow in that necessitous and honourable channel.

And, finally, in concluding their labours and auticipating
a change of management—long since contemplated by
individuals connected with this periodical, but which events,
not subjected to human control, have, until now, prevented—it
1s not possible that the Editors should omit a momentary re-
ference to those by-gone times, counected with the earlier
history of the Baptist Magazine, in which, with simplicity
of purpose, and intenseness of desire to serve the cause
of truih, and promote the interests of the denomination,
fraternal harmony and cordial co-operation were habitually
associated. Nor will they refrain from expressing the bene-
volent wish, that its future progress may be distinguished by
whatever is adapted to improve its character, and extend its
usefulness.
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. WILLIAM NICHOLS, OF
COLLINGHAM.

From the earliest ages of the
world it has been customary for
survivors to preserve some me-
morials of their deceased friends.
This practice, which has prevailed
in all countries, is not the result
of divine precept or of civil
enactment, but has, no doubt,
arisen out of-the essential laws of
our intelligent and social nature.
The most wild and wandering
tribes of savage life, often beguile
their solitude with the rehearsal
of their traditionary recollections
of the dead; and in every con-
dition of society, the remem-
brance of those who were beloved
while living, is held among the
most cherished emotions of the
heart. True religion has not
withheld its sanction from these
spontaneous workings of the
sympathies of our nature, but-has
on the contrary taken them under
its guidance and control, and
thereby rendered themn productive
of the happiest effects. A con-
siderable portion of the inspired
volume consists of biographical
history, in which the character
and conduct of men are portrayed,
their vices censured, and their
piety and virtues held up to com.
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mendation. It is hoped that the
following sketch of the history of
a devoted and exemplary servant
of Christ, may be intesesting to

the readers of the Baptist
Magazine.
The Rev. William Nichols

was born in Nottingham, March
17, 1762. His parents, who moved
in a respectable sphere of life,
were laudably attentive to his re-
ligious education, and their efforts
in this respect were happily not
in vain : for though during the
former period of his youth, his
conduct betrayed many most af-
fecting indications of the way-
wardness of our fallen nature, yet
the bias which was thus given to
his character, led to a com-
paratively early devotement of
himself to the Lord. At the
suggestion of one of his thought-
less companions, he was induced
to visit the Baptist meeting-house,
where the late Rev. Mr. Hopper
was then officiating, and it was
there that it pleased God to exert
that influence on his thoughts and
affections which issued in his con-
version. In spite of the opposition
of his former associates, he re-
solved at once to abandon the
n
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ways of sin, and to devote him-
sell to God. He became regular
in his attendance on the means
of grace, and at the age of six-
teen was baptized and admitted to
church fellowship. The copious
and artless narrative of the
exercises of his mind, which from
this time he carefully preserved,
exhibits in a very interesting and
satisfactory point of view, the
depth and ardour of his religious
expericnce.  In a paper which he
drew up in the form of “a solemn
covenant,” he reviewed with evi-
dent contrition the iniquity of
his past life, declared his cordial
acceptance of the gospel, and in
strains of the most fervent piety
surrendered himself to God, and
breathed forth his aspirations
after the enjoyment of the divine
favour, and full conformity to the
divine will. If there be one hour
of human life more important
than the rest, it is unquestionably
that in which the penitent simner
thus enters into covenant with
God. Oh' who can describe,
who can comprehend, the infini-
tude of interests involved in that
transaction ! Thisis, of all others,
the one special event in mran’s
history which makes the angels
of God rejoice over him. This
is the first step in his upward
progress to the celestial dwelling-
place of these rejoicing spirits.
From that hour he ceases to be
the captive of Satan, the child
of hell, and is made an heir of
God and a joint-heir with Christ.
The career which Mr. Nichols
thus commenced under auspices
so interesting, he was emabled,
by divine grace, steadily to
maintain, through good report
and through evil report, till the
close of his protracted life.
Having entered into the hosiery
business in partnership with his

brothers, he was several years
employed as commercial traveller
for the firm. And here, at the
outset, the reality of his religion
was sevevely tested. Itis difficult
for those who have not been them-
selves engaged in this department
of life, to form any adequate con-
ception of the moral jeopardy to
which a pious young man, thus
employed, is exposed. He has
not only to contend with the dis-
sipating influence inseparable from
such an avocation, but he is also
thrown into continual contact
with a class of persons, much of
whose converse and conventional
habitudes is directly militant
against hisprinciples. Mr. Nicheols
soon found that it would require
no ordinary vigifaneé and decision
to resist these antagomist in-
fluences, but he firmly defermined
to resist them, and with much-
difficulty succeeded.

Though his avocations 43 a
commercial traveller would ne-
cessarily occasion his frequent
absence from home, yet such was
the estimation in which hLe was’
held by the church, that he vas,
even while thus engaged, elected
by them to the office’of deacon ;
and the manner in which he dis-
charged the functions of this im-
portant office, through a long
series of years, made it evident
that the confidence which his
brethren reposed in him, was not
misplaced. His uniform, bland,
and affectionate demeanour, his
untiring zeal for the welfare of
the church, his prompt and be-
nevolent attention to the poor and
the aflicted, and the regard which
he paid to the interests of the
young people, and especially to
those who were inquiring the way
to Zion, combined to render him
both beloved and useful in more
than an ordinary degree. His
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hospitality too was in delightful
harmony ‘with his other excellent
qualities. He was “given to
hospitality,” and never appeared
more happy than when entertain-
ing strangers for the sake of him
whose servants they were. Thus
using the office of a deacon well,
he purchased to himself a good
degree, and great boldness in the
faith which is in Christ Jesus.

In the year 1795 he received
from the church another testi-
mony of the estimation in which
he was held by them. Perceiv-
ing that he possessed competent
abilities for the Christian minis-
try, they conveyed to him an
expression of their unani-
mous desire, that he would de-
vote himself to that work. After
much hesitation on his part, and
much entreaty on theirs, he con-
sented to comply with their
wishes, as far, at least, as his
other avocations would allow.
His first exertions of this nature
were confined to the willages in
the vicinity of Nottingham, and
to the destitute localities which
came within the range of his
journies. He was gpeatly en-
couraged, while prosecuting these
unostentatious labours, by the
frequent assurances of success
and wsefulness which came to his
knowledge. But the aggregate
amount of good which, in this
way, he effected, the revelations of
eternity can alone disclose. In
the year 1806, the church at Col-
lingham, being then destitute of
a pastor, and in a very declining
state, invited Mr. Nichols to take
the owersight of them. With
this invitation he at length com-
plied; and in the summer of the
following year he was publicly
ordained over them. The sub-
Jjoined extract from a letter of the
late Mr. Fuller, of Xettering,
whose advice he had sought on

this occasion, wifl serve to ex-
plain, in some measure, the sacri-
fices made by Mr. Nichols, for
the sake of the church at Col-
lingham : ““I received yours, and
have since seen and talked with
brother Sutclif. We certainly
should be glad, for the sake of
Collingham church, if you could
comply with their request. The
only objections,which to us appear
of any weight, relate to your trade,
and religious comnezions at Not-
tingham. As to the first, it is im-
possible for us, or any otherfriend,
to persuade you to relinquish it.
If that be done, it must be a free-
will offering of your own to the
service of God. All we can say
is, if you give up worldly ad-
vantages for the sake of promot-
ing Christ’s interest, we do not
think you will lose by it in the
end; though it is likely you may
have to wait till your Lord cometh,
before your aceount is settled.
As to the second, we doubt not,
that the brethren at Nottingham
would regret to part with you;
but we hope they have so much
disinterested regard to the cause
of God, as to be willing vou
should be where you could do
it the greatest service, If the
above objections stand not in
your way, we should be very
happy to hear of your acquies-
cence. Should this be the case,
though I get into years, and tra-
velling is a labour to me, yet I
should delight in coming to your
ordination, if you would accept
of my services.”

From the above communica-
tion it is obvious, that the con-
duct of Mr. Nichols, in deve:-
ing himself to the work of
the ministry, was in a high
degree disinterested. With a
benevolence which nothing but
religion could inspire, he will-
ingly relinquished a lucrative
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business, that he might employ
his undivided energies in the pro-
mulgation of the gospel. 1t is
plain, that both Fuller and Sut-
cliff looked upon his conduct, in
this instance, in the light of a
costly sacrifice made for the sake
of the cause of Christ. This
sactifice he cheerfully made, and
the event has proved, that he was
not a loser in the end. Butin thus
acting, he showed the strength of
his love to his Redeemer. Heprac-
tically said, ‘“ What things were
gain to me, those I counted loss for
Christ.”” And, indeed, through-
out the whole of his life, his
disinterestedness was manifest.
Whatever other motives influ-
enced him, it was obvious, that
gain was not his object—that
self was not his idol. In his
various efforts for the spread of
the gospel, there was a marked
oblivion of all selfish considera-
tion. Possessed of ample private
property, he mnot only waived
all claim to remuneration for his
own labours, but he also gene-
rously contributed to the support
of many other poor ministers and
churches in his neighbourhood.
And, besides his extensive private
charities, he was a liberal sub-
scriber to the various benevolent
institutions of the age, especially
to those more immediately identi-
fied with his own section of the
church. His life, indeed, was a
standing rebuke to the selfishness
of our nature; a living, visible
exhibition of that divine bene-
volence which the religion of
Jesus alone can originate and
sustain, Nor was he less distin-
guished by his deep personal
humility. Whenever he spoke
of himself, and in all his inter-
course with others, he discovered
the meekness and humility of a
child, It was interesting to ob-

serve how this virtue transfused
itself through the whole of his
demeanour, and shed a softened
lustre over all the other virtues of
his character. So lowly was the
opinion that he entertained of
himself, that he often appeared
perplexed rather than pleased,
when any particular mark of re-
spect was shown him. Without
undervaluing the courtesies of
life, he never seemed to indicate
the least disposition to arrogate
honour to himself, or to assume
that consideration to which his
worth so justly entitled him, and
which all who knew him so will-
ingly conceded, especially during
his latter years. There was no-
thing of the arrogance, nothing
of the high-bearing of the proud
man discernible in his spirit or
deportment. Having long and
deeply studied the character of
his divine Exemplar, he had be-
come assimilated to the ‘¢ mind
of Christ;” he had learned of
Him who was ‘ meek and lowly
of heart”” But in nothing, per-
haps, was our departed friend
more exemplary, than in his
habitual spirituality of mind.
This could not fail to have been
felt by all who conversed with
him ; and it is still more manifest
from the records preserved in
his diary. From these it is
clear, that devotion was the es.
sential element of his being.
“He walked with God.” Ever
conscious of dwelling in the
divine presence, he dreaded, as
the greatest of all calamities, a
state of mind which God could
not approve ; he valued, as
the choicest of all possessions,
the light of Jehoval’s counte-
nance, the manifestations of his
favour. He watched over the
state of his heart, and the work-
ing of his thoughts, with the
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most wakeful solicitude. 1Ff, in-
deed, he erred at all, it was in
going to an extreme in this point :
in attaching too much impor-
tance to the frames and feelings
of his mind.

Though greatly enfeebled by
the infirmities of age, Mr. Nichols
continued to preach till within a
few days of his death. The first
half-yearly meeting of the Notts.
and Derbyshire Association was,
at his urgent request, held at

Collingham. To that meeting he
had looked forward with con-
siderable interest; and when the
brethren assembled his sinking
energies seemed to rally for the
occasion. With more than his
wonted vigour he joined in the
services; but from that period
his s.rength gave way, and after a
short illness he peacefully expired
on Sunday, Nov. 8, 1835, in the
74th year of his age.

James Epwarbps.

ON THE TRANSLATION OF SCRIPTURE.

In religion, as in the study of
nature, there are some truths so
obvious, and of such common
interest, that it is scarcely possi-
ble to entertain a diversity of
opinion respecting them, without
resigning the whole system of
Christianity altogether. Some are
more obscure ; and others are so
connected with external and
worldly influences, that without
any real want of instruction, a
diversity of sentiment becomes
almost inevitable.

Every individual Christian, on
entering the church, becomes a
student, whose great business is
to learn whatever God is pleased
to teach,and to obey whatever God
has commanded “But, before he
has proceeded far in his studies,
he finds himself on one side or
other of some question which
divides the opinions of his bre-
thren. The subject of baptism
is not singular, but may serve as
an instance. Here the church is
divided. One class believes that
personal piety is a necessary
qualification of the subject, and
that baptlsm is immersion ; ano-
ther class of Christians believe

that personal piety is not a
necessary qualification in the sub-
ject, and that sprinkling is bap-
tism. Each party may be quite
satisfied with its own decision,
but the inquirer has to form his.
I wish to consider, therefore, what
would be the duty of these parties
in reference to this inquirer, and
also in respect to each other.

First, then, it is the duty of
each party to recognise their
common character and condition.
They are disciples and servants
of Christ, and nothing more. If,
therefore, the sprinkler rise up
against the dipper, or the dipper
against the sprinkler, enforcing
his own views and practices upon
his neighbour, without producing,
by conviction, a change in his
opinion, he assumes an undue
authority, and does what is un-
seemly to his fellow-servant, and
what their common Lord will not
approve.

Secondly. These two classes of
students are bound to cultivate
towards each other the kindest
feelings of mutual respect. They
may be equal in piety, learning,
and gifts; and if so, whatever
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respect belongs to the one is due |
also to the other, for they stand |
on common ground—~have com- |
mon interests, and responsibili-

ties. The difference in opinion

may, in some respects, be a mis-

fortune; but if it be calamitous,

it is their own faults. By far the

greater portion of their knowledge

is believed and valued byboth par- |
ties. In the use of this, they may

have fellowship with each other

and the charity which is thus che-

rished, might enable them to bear

with patience that diversity of
opinion, in which each individual

is respousible for nothing but his

own faithfulness and diligence.

Thirdly. Each party in the
church is bound to increase as
much as possible the facilities for
studying divine truth. By this,
the interests of all are promoted,
and God is glorified. As often
as such efforts are blessed, so as
to render a point of difficulty
and difference quite clear and
satisfactory, those who have to
submit and change their views,
have received by far the greatest
benefit. If, therefore, any section
of the church should close a
source of information on any
point that may be felt to be in
danger, the guilt of a double
crime will be contracted ; first, in
the rejection of truth; secondly,
in the prevention of its acquire-
ment by others; and if the two
parties agree to close up one
source of information, they not
only reduce themselves to volun-
tary ignorance, but they also
deprive the young inquirer of an
advantage bestowed on all by the
Author of our mercies, ‘

An instance of this folly is
seen in the Church of Rome.
When that hierarchy had so cor-
rupted its doctrine and practice,
that they would not bear investi-

On the Translation of Scripture.

gation, it was resolved that the
Bible should not be read, except-
inginalanguage which fewornone
could understand, but those who
had an interest in perpetuating
the errors which had been le-
galized by human authority. By
this means they closed the way
of life: first, refusing to enter
themselves, and then forbidding
other men to enter.

At the Reformation, those whom
God had raised up for that mighty
work, considered this conceal-
ment of divine truth a gross viola-
tion of divine law. Jesus com-
manded all men to search the
Scriptures; but Papal authority
forbade their perusal-—labouring
to reduce the world again to
heathen darkness. Hence, the
reformers concentrated al] their
energies, and hazarded their lives
to provide for their respective
nations faithful translations - of
God’s Holy Word., But when
the translators of King James
provided the version which is now
authorized in England ;. beeause
there were some Papal errors.
which that Monarch did not wish
to be reformed in the church,
they left some parts of the Scrip-
tures untranslated. Those which
relate to the constitution of the
church were regarded as danger-
ous, because he believed that
where there was no bishop, there
could be no king. But the errors
respecting baptism were stated to
be too trivial to be corrected,
The word baptizo, therefore, and
its derivatives, were left un-
translated ; and thug the authori-
ties of England joined hands with
those at Rome, in concealing that
part of God’s Holy Word which
did not agree with their prac-
tices: and every argument used
by the reformers to condemn the
practice of Rome, may justly be
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employed in reprehending the
partial concealment of sacred
truth which they have admitted
for their own purposes.

Men love darkness rather than
light only when their deeds are
evil. And, whether the instance
appear to them important or in-
significant, those who add unto
or diminish the words of their
Redeemer, performr an act which
is unseemly in students and ser-
vants, and which is full of rash-
ness.

But though the obedience we
owe to our Redeemer in a sacra-
ment of his own positive appoint-
ment be bodstingly represented
by his own ministers a¢ a thing
of mo mmportance : it deserves to
be consideréd, that the act of
baptismx is frequently contrasted
with other actions, which deserve
to be considered in connexion
with it; because, in order to

make the cortrast very obvious,

precise and particular expressions
are always used m the Scriptures
to describe them. Such is the
act of washing away actual or
ceremontial uncleanness from the
person of an individual ; which is
always expressed by tovw, lono,
or axolovw, apolono. The act, too,
of washing or scouring his gar-
ments, when, through previous
pollution, great effort is required,
has a particular word to express
it, mAvyw. And the act of rinsing
the hands, or face, or feet, for
convenience, or for refreshment,
as tliey were accustomed to do
at their feasts, or religious wor-
ship, where no uncleanness was
necessarily implied, had also its
appropriate word, wrrw. Hence
we frequently find,

1. Aovw, louo, to wash the person of an
individual.

2. wAvvw, pluno, to scour or wash his

. clothes.

3. vrrrw, nipts, to rinse his hands, face,
or feet.

4. Brwmtifw, baptizo, simply to immerse
him.

5. pavrilm, rantito, to sptinkle water, &c.
upor him.

6. axyew, eccheo, to pout upon him water
or oil, as they did when they anointed
their priests, &c.

To the clear and precise trans-
lation of these words, there is
more importance attaches itself
than would at first sight appear
to an indifferent observee.

First. Because they are fre-
quently so contrasted in the same
sentence, that the meaning of
each word must be precisely given
before the passage can be under-
stood. Aovw I3 thus contrasted
with wmrw in John xiil. 10.—
Xxovw and amorovsw are both thus
contrasted with Bear:{w i Acts
xvi. 33, and xxii. 16. We find
Bawrrilw, eavrilw, and kovw oc-
curring under similar circum-
stances, in Heb. ix. 10, 19, 21,
and x. 22, 23, &c. While Su=-
71dw, gavrilw, and exysw ave in
many other passages than those
which I have mentioned, so com-
bined and contrasted as to admit
of no ether than a literal and
precise translation.*

Secondly. Because Asww, awo-
Movw, and gavri{w are frequently
used in Scripture to describe the
atonement of Christ; and no
obscurity ought to be thrown
upon the meaning of words that
are employed to communicate a
doctrine so intimately connected
with our best interests, and there-
fore so impertant to be under-
stood by us all.

Thirdly. Because these words
occur so frequently in describing
the transactions m the Jewish
temple, that until they are clearly
and precisely understood, it is

*® Levit, xiv. 15—17.
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impossible for us to perceive the
lustre which the dispensation of
Moscs was intended to throw on
the dispensation of Christ.t

Fourthly. Because the proper

meaning of these words 1s the
principal, and indeed the only
means which God has given to
direct us in performing a sacra-
ment of lis church, and a sacred
duty, binding on us all. And
though there is no case in which
the true meaning of God’s words
ought to be considered a subject
of little importance, yet, in
the present instance, we ought
to feel the more concern ; because,
being a case which involves the
ground of every believer's hope,
and the rule of every believer’s
practice, the truth requires to be
stated with so much perspicuity,
that the wayfaring man, though
a fool, might not mistake 1it;
and to be given with so much
point, that he who reads may
run.
- Still, whatever be the impor-
tance which attaches itself to the
subject, 1t is hard to conceive of
a plan more completely adapted
to obscure both the meaning of
the words and the passages which
contain them, than the one on
which our translators have pro-
ceeded. For,

First. Ao, arohovw, and yrre,
which, with their derivatives, are
used in the New Testament
about twenty-eight times, and
indeed sometimes Bowr{w itself
with them, are all translated by
the verb, to wash, without any
diserimination whatsoever ; and
no one, unacquainted with the
original, would ever dream, that
in Mark vii. 1—4, and John xiii.
10, Acts xxii. 16, with Acts xvi.
33, this one word (wash) stands

t Epistle to the Hebrews throughout.

Jor four different words, differ-
ing from each other in their
meanténg, and contrasted with each
other in those very passages.®
Secondly. The word #Auvvw oc-
curs but once in the New Testa-
ment, Rev. vii, 14. There it
requires a strong term to express
the effort necessary to make those
garments that were once very
unclean, pure and white as they
appear in heaven. But the in-
definiteness of the term by which
it is translated, has washed
out the strength and spirit of the
passage. The same uncleanness,
and the same effort in removing
it, are implied in the use of Aouw
and as TONOUW, and even pavrilw,
when used in a religious sense.
But with respect to the use of
wwro and PBaari{w, the case is
quite the reverse. Theyfrequently
express an action, which indeed
may remove a trifling inconve-
nience, but which could . not
be called uncleanness: and some-
times rather indicates a deter-
mination te maintain a state of
purity already possessed, than an
effort to acquire it. Thus, those
who have been lustrated (washed)
need nothing more than just to
rinse (wwrw) their feet.t And John
does not ask the Pharisees, ! &c.
to be made clean by his baptlsm,
but he requires them to become
clean before they are baptized.
In the common use of these
words, therefore, there is some-
thing in the former three, which
beautifully prepares them to de-
scribe the provision which God
has made to heal those that are
sick, and to cleanse those which
are unclean ; whilst the latter is,
by the same means, prepared to
express an act, which, m a dls-

* See Campbell’s Gospels, Mark vii.
1—4. John xiii. 10,

t John xiii. 10. t Matt. iii. 7.
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ciple of Christ, should be a sacred
pledge of perpetual devotedness
to him by whose grace he had
been born again. For this very
reason, we find that love, wo-
rovw, and pavrilw, are often used
to describe the atonement of
Christ; but ware and Burrifu
are never used for that purpose,
while the former threc are never
used in reference to the sacrament
of baptism. This act, because it
supposes the subject to have re-
ceived the benefit of that atone-
ment which they describe, is ex-
pressed by Bexrilw alone. But
any one will find it difficult to
make out this difference from his
English Testament.

Thirdly. The word Barriw,
with its derivatives, is used in the
New Testament about one hun-
dred and twelve times. And
whilst in the former case four
Greek words are expressed by one
English word (wash) which con-
ceals the difference between their
several neanings; here one word,
which is never used in Scripture
in a second sense, is so written as
to appear three, each of which is
said to differ from the others in
its meaning. For wask is not
synonymous with dip; and it
takes a deal of trouble to per-
suade some of our brethren, that
to dip is the sanie as to baptize;
and yet the expressions rendered
to wash in Mark vii. 3, 4, and ¢
dip, in John xiii. 26, and to bap-
tize, in Matt. i1, 16, 17, are after
all nothing more than repetitions
of the same word, Baxrilw.

Now, if our translators felt
themselves perplexed with a cere-
mony which, at that time, had
been newly introduced to their
church by the supreme authority
of the nation ; and if on that ac-
count they wished to borrow and
naturalize this word, Burrilw,

instcad of translating it, they
ought at least to have borrowed it
in every case in which it is used ;
they would then have given us a
little (though but little) chance of
fishing out the meaning for our-
selves.

This, however, is much Iless
than we had a right to expect;
for, since the subjects described
by these words are of the last im-
portance, and the words so used
and contrasted as to be in danger
of Dbeing confounded with each
other, they ought not thus to have
destroyed the force of God’s
word ; but if they had determined
to borrow the word Baxri{w, they
ought to have borrowed all the
other words which were so con-
nected and contrasted with it, as
to require its translation. And,
since they had commenced this
system of borrowing, they ought
to have carried it so far as to
bring out the meaning and the
point of every passage, and to
make them obvious to plain men,

If, however, this, by exciting
too much curiosity and discussion,
would have defeated its object,
and exposed them to censure ;
they had only one other plan on
which they could proceed, 7. e.,
to have translated them all, and
Bazri{w with them, and to have
written dip or “mmerse, which-
ever they pleased, in every passage
where it occurred.

Whether the Baptist denomina-
tion can be justified in submitting
for so many years to use such a
version in their own country for
the sake of peace, I shall leave
others to determine. Certainly
they have not thereby obtained
the credit of being peaceable,
and 1 from my heart believe that
my brethren are wrong. But
when zeal for God and love for
souls placed our first missionaries

{
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on the continent of India, and
intrusted to their care the commu-

nication of God's word to its
perishing  millions, who could
suppose that such men would

issue a translation which they
themselvesknew 1o be inaccurate ?
They did not. They translated
the words, and the Bible Society
honoured their fidelity by render-
ing them its support. . But when
this very translation had been im-
proved by many years of labo-
rious study; and presented to
India with the highest literary
testimonials of its accuracy and
taste ; because that portion of the
church which objects to baptism
had gained a footing there, and
found that the translation of these
words was fatal to their practice,
at their request the Bible Society
refuses its support : and thus our
fellow-servants forbid the transla-
tion of their Saviour's words.

I would not write thus relying
on my own judgment alone; but,
from the highest ranks of our oppo-
nents, authorities may be produced
in formidable multitudes ; first, to
prove that our translation is cor-
rect ; secondly, to show that the
subject is of weighty import : and
yet, like the translators of our
English version, in the very teeth
of their own testimony, they re-
solve that the words shall not be
translated until some form of
expression can be found which
implies that sprinkling is the
same as immersion. If these
brethren be our equals, by what
authority is it that they do these
things ? If they be our superiors,
then we have their superior tes-
timony to prove that our practice
is right, and that their resolution
1s wrong.

At a distance of more than
half the circumference of the
globe our missionaries had found

On the Translation of Scripture.

a sphere for devoted labour ; they
were peacefully cultivating their
vineyard when agents from our
opponents reached the place.
They not only taught their own
peculiar sentiments, and exhibited
divisions before the heathen ; they
have laboured incessantly, and
finally succeeded in stopping
the circulation of God's holy
Word, until the translation which
we had made was modified to their
practices. 1 will not undertake
to describe the consequences of
such an act. The following cen-
sure, though I think it harsh, may
perhaps be admitted as it comes
from the pages of our opponents,
and was written on the same sub-
Ject.

“Those who would weaken
Christian love or unity among
Christians, especially those of the
same congregation, for the sake
of making proselytes to such
non-essential, non-important prin-
ciples and practices, or who
would pursue their work at the
risk of such love and unity, are
the pests of society, the curse of
the church of Christ. ¢Mark
them,” says the Apostle, ¢ which
cause divisions and offences con-
trary to the doctrines which ye
have learned, and avoid them.’
They are almost always restless,
proud,and party-spirited men. We
cannot give them credit for prin-
ciples better than some or all of
these. They must be doing some-
thing, if it be mischief. They
must make themselves noticed,
because perhaps they are not
noticed so much as their pride
tells them that they ought to be;
and they naturally wish to have
their opinions supported by the
numbers who embrace them,
whether they will stand the test
of sound argument or not;
whether they are trivial or im-
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portant; whether they may do
good or harm by their proceed-
ings. These reckless men care
little for these things, so they can
but promote their own party ; and
10 censure is too severe to pass on
those who would make such
things the badge of a party, a
line of demarcation between
Christians, or the wedge to rend
asunder those who are already
united.”®

[ have before stated that I
think this too harsh, and I differ
from my charitable fellow-student
in reference to the ground of his
censure, But while the conduc-
tors of that work can thus dis-
honour and blame an act of indi-
vidual and conscientious obedience,
how will they .support a public
resolution for which candour itself
will find no apology save in the
very principle they thuscondemn?

A more glaring case of mis-
conception will searcely be found
in modern times, than that which
is presented in the paper above
referred to. The author seems
to have no idea of the re-
sult to which his own positions
must lead him : and, consequent-
ly, every reprehension inflicted
on his brethren, returns with tre-
mendous violence on himself and

his own party whenever an ap-
peal is made to fact. His sword
is sharpened for exccution; but,
when about to thrust his friend,
he holds it by the blade and not
the hilt; and, consequently, the
wound inflicted must be on his
own person. If, as servants and
disciples, Christians are all equal,
then no one has anyright to ascend
the tribunal and condemn his
fellows. Infallibility belongs to
God alone. It is rash, therefore,
and full of hazard when a man,
who is of yesterday, presumes
to declare, that a command
which our Lord has registered
by inspiration is not sufficiently
important for us to obey. It i3
still more hazardous when this
same man will blot the register
of kis Lord's command that his
brethren might not peruse 1t.
But it is hard to conceive a point
where presumption can be more
appalling, than fora servant, who
had been forgiven much, and re-
deemed by grace, to venture on
exhibiting the study and ob-
servance of his Saviour’s will, as
a folly to be derided and as «
crime for which  no censure is too
severe.”
C. Srovet.
Dec. 7, 1836.

COMMUNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS.
To the Editor of the Baptist Magasine.

Dear Sir,

1 beg the insertion of the follow-
ing remarks in your Miscellany,
in reply to the paper of Christianus
on communion with Slaveholders.
To me it would be acauseof great
surprisc, and of deep mortification

* Evan, Mag. Dec. 1836.—p. 543.

too, if, among the members of our
denomination, strong doubts con-
cerning the lawfulness of com-
munion with modern Slaveholders
had wot arisen. And why any
who have objected to such com-
munion shouid shun an appeal to
the word and the testimony, I can-
not conceive. By the decisions
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ol this standard on cvery topie, 1
desive to abide. “Christianus” in-
ters that its awards sapport his
view of the question ; this position,
however, 1 think he has yet to
prove.

Is not the distinction which
““ Christtanus” makes between
Slavery as a political evil, and
something that is not ““abstract-
edly sinful,” fallacious? Every
political evil that involves the un-
deserved abridgment of human
rights is a violation of the princi-
ples of rectitude ; and such viola-
tion is, certainly, in all cases,
“ abstractedly sinful.” If the
distinction be valid, the abolition
of Slavery would be wrong. For,
evidently, the distinction of that
which was not essentially sinful,
could not be a holy deed. More-
over, how has it occurred that, if
Slavery is not abstractedly sinful,
Christianity, in its progress, has
effected its abolition ? Does that
sacred system destroy something
beside sin? Does it, in its career,
deface any of  the beauties of
holiness 17 While ¢« Christianus ”
asserts that Slavery is not ““ ab-
stractedly sinful,” yet he tells us
it produces ¢ cursed fruits.” This
is «“ passing strange,” and since his
trees yield conversely, he of course
plants ¢ thorns and thistles,” in
the expectation of gathering
““grapes and figs."—But surely
¢« Christianus,” cannot mean to
affirm that a system founded in
inan-stealing, that most heinous of
all robberies, is not ‘“ abstractedly
sinful ;”—that a system which must
subject its victims to numerous
woes, which deprives them of all
right in themselves, in their wives,
in their children, in their labour—
and which makes them, although
mnnortal beings, the chattels of
others, is vot  abstractedly sin-
ful.” It such a system is not

Communton with Slaveholders.

“ abstractedly sinful,” then I ven-
ture to conclude, there is no sin
in the universe. ¢¢ Christianus”
will perhaps, allege that the above
evils are the abuses of Slavery, and
not slavery in the abstract. Here,
Sir, lies another fallacy. Slavery
in the abstract is Slavery no-
where, What fine-spun fancy is
abstract Slavery ? ¢ He that hath
a dream” on this subject, ¢ let
him tell it.” TIs a system meant
that should not originate in steal-
ing rational creatures—that should
not claim a freehold in man—that
should not despoil the husband of
his wife, the father of his child —
that should no¢ withhold from the
servant “ that which is just and
equal ¥ Such a state, I main-
tain, would not be Slavery;
and with it, therefore, the ques-
tion at issue has no connexion.
Really it is * high time” we had
done with such absiractions$ let
us, in the name of justice and
mercy, speak of slavery as it
actually exists, and has existed
for ages. But lest “Christianus™
should charge me with reluctance
in appealing to the Secriptures,
permit me to inquire, whether they
enjoin communion with the mo-
dern holders of Slaves ? Of Slavery
as it now exists—the Slavery I
have just described—the sacred
writings know nothing. It did
not exist among the Jews. Their
bondsmen were either their bre-
thren, or the surrounding heathen.
The bondage of the former was
either voluntary, or in payment
of just debts; and unless the
parties serving willed to the con-
trary, their servitude was tempo-
rary. The bondage of the latter
was the judicial visitation of Hea-
ven upon a guilty race; and its
permission was an act of divine
mercy, since it commuted the
sentence of extinction iuto that
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of servitude, The condition of
cach class bore no resemblance to
that of our slaves; it was much
more analogous to the state of our
British apprentices. And, more-
over, Slavery even of this kind
cannot now lawfully exist, until
the parties practising it can pro-
duce a commission from God,
similar to the one in virtue of
which the Hebrews subjected an
outcast race to permanent bond-
age.

Allow me now to examine the
records of the New Testament.
And here I readily concede to
«Christianus” that believing Slave-
holders and believing slaves of a
nominal description, and believers
who were neither the one nor the
other, did, under peculiar circum-
stances, freely commune together.
But T hope to be able to prove
that this case, and that on which
we are at issue, are so entirely
dissimilar, that no reasoning from
the one to the other can be valid.
—I submit the following points of
distinetion,

1. Ancient Slavery originated
in conquest, Slaves were usually
regarded as the political enemies
of their masters,and their bondage,
as the punishmentof their hostility.
Modern Slavery is founded m
man stealing, The crime of carry-
ing on a national, continuous, and
legalized robbery of men was un-
known in the ancient world; its
perpetration in the days of mo-
dern enlightenment was reserved
for the professed followers of the
merciful Redeemer. Our Slavery
is the forcible detention of stolen
men, or of their descendants ; and
how such an act, whether viewed
in the abstract or the concrete,
can be any thing but sinful, Thave
yet to learn,

2. The character of ancient
Slavery differed essentially from

)

that of our own times. In the
former case, the brand of a pro-
scribed colour did not attach to
the servant; his proper manhood
was not disputed, his condition
did not greatly differ from that of
the subordinate branches of the
family into which he was incor-
porated ; the child of the Roman,
during his pupilage, was, in o
legal point of view, as much a
slave as his servant, Gal. iv. .
No iniquitous laws forbade the
cultivation of the bondman’s in-
tellect, or the emancipation of his
person; he could rise to the
mental dignity of the logieian, the
poet and the philosopher; e. g.
Terence. Modern Slavery is, no-
toriously, of a directly opposite
kind.—I do not intend to insinu-
ate that Grecian and Roman
Slavery, either in its origin or
character, was not sinful; but to
prove that the Slavery of modern
times is, in comparison, “ exceed-
ingly sinful.” “Christianus” may
assert that these distinctive fea-
tures do not affect the principle
involved in the controversy ; and
therefore [ remark that,

3. The Slavery of Greece and
Rome was not tolerated in the
primitive church. For reasons
which must be obvious to every
one, the first teachers of Christi-
anity could not directly insist on
the enfranchisement of Slaves. If
they had done this, the banner of
the cross had become the standard
of sedition; and every herald of
its truths regarded, by both masters
and servants,as another Spartacus.
But the writings of these “holy meu
of God” were directed to the vir-
tual extinction of Slavery in the
church, Without stopping to
make lengthened reference to the
fact that the doctrines and spirnt
of Christianity are incompatible
with Slavery, T remind < Chris-
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tianus ™ that the inspired penmen
athrmed the state to be inconsis-
tent with the rights that the re-
deeming Lord had in his people,
t Cor, vii. 23. Conjugal, parental,
and social duties were inculcated,
the due discharge of which was
not compatible with a state of
Slavery. They recognized the
right of the servant to himself,
and to equitable remuneration for
his toil. They taught that «in
Christ Jesus there is neither bond
nor free.” They enjoined on be-
lievers to esteem them, to whose
permanent services they were
legally entitled, *“ not as slaves”
but above slaves, even as
““brethren beloved.” Now I ask
“Christianus,” if primitive masters
in their conduct towards their
servants had not acted on these
principles, whether they would
not have been worthy of exclusion
frcm the “communion of saints ;”
and whether, therefore, those
American churches which confess-
edly do not act upon them, ought
not to be withdrawn from as ¢“ bre-
thren that walk disorderly 77
«« Christianus,” surely, is bound
either to prove that they do act
upon these principles, or to allow
that communion with them is un-
lawful. In order to strengthen this
-conclusion, [ observe finally that,
4. The circumstances in which
these churches in America are
placed, widely differ from those of
the primitive churches. The most
civilized regions, when they flour-
ished, were sunk in heathenism,
The prejudices of mankind, the

Importance of Union.

entire ignorance which prevailed
concerning civil and religious
rights, and the stern despotism of
the government, rendered the free
discussion of Slavery wholly im-
practicable. The United States
of North America are professedly
Christian, eunlightened, and free.
The topic of Slavery has been
canvassed by the civilized world
for half a century; Christians in
America have been reasoned with,
warned, and entreated ; ¢“ a band
of men whose hearts God hath
touched,” has arisen among them,
who have ¢ cried aloud, spared
not, and lifted up their voice like
a trumpet, to show the people
their transgressions,” and the
Christian church ¢ their sins.”
Earnestly do I hope that British
and American Christians will per-
severe in seeking to gain their
brethren ; and that they will suc-
ceed in “ winning their souls” from
tenaciously grasping a system
which embodies more iniquity, and
has inflicted more suffering, than
almost any one by which our globe
has even been desolated. . But
while they persist in their adher-
ence to ‘“the accursed thing,”
Christians, I hope T have proved,
are bound by the most sacred obli-
gations, not to commune with them,
but to separate from them. Only
let such separation be effected in
the spirit of love, and accompanied
with ardent supplication to ‘¢ the
Father of mercies, that he would
turn them from the error of their
way.” J. WeBs.
Stonehouse, Dec. 10, 1836.

THE IMPORTANCE OF UNION.
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.

Sir,
In speaking of the report of the

reviewer says it is “ the most va-
luable document we have for a

Baptist Union in your review of | long time been permitted to an-

1hat interesting document, your

nounce.” In this opinion I fully
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concur, and trust that a very ex-
tensive circulation of that report
throuzh the dcnomination, will
produce a very extensive benefit.
But, Sir, I must be permitted yet
to complain, that it presents the
denomination before the world in
an unfavourable light; as being
still more like a “ rope of sand”
than a ¢ three-fold cord.” The
word ¢* unassociated,” attached
to so many of our churches, is by
no means creditable to such
churches, nor to us as a body. It
appears that, out of 1158 churches,
there are only 581 (not half) of
them associated, and not more
than 289 in the Union, Have we
yet to learn the great advantages
of union and co-operation, and
the mutual benefits of “ brethren
dwelling together in unity ?” Oh,
when will the intercessory prayer
of our Lord be answered, ‘ that
they all may be one!” Are we
not ‘“one body in Christ, and
members one of another 2 It is
surely high time that all the “ un-
associated” in different districts,
should immediately unite with
their sister churches in county
associations, and that all such as-
sociations should join the general
union.

REPLY OF THE REV.

I beg to acknowledge the
suggestions of an unknown in-
dividual who, in the last number
of this work, was kind enough to
notice my strictures on Elihu.
His object is most laudable; for
nothing can be more impertant
than that all controversy should
be sweetened with Christian
charity, But efforts to diffuse it
are most likely to succeed, when
characterized by simplicity, and
nanly faithfulness. Kappa v ould
have done better

therefore, if

N

My complaint, which applics to
most of the counties in England,
has a special bearing on the
churches in London and Middle-
sex, of which the report gives
eighty, and of these it appears
only eighteen are associated, and
not more than thirty have filled up
the statistical columns. Now,
Sir, T do think the London pas-
tors and churches should feel their
responsibility to the Head of the
church, for the influence which
their example is calculated to ex-
ercise on the United Kingdom.

While 1 thus write, I cannot but
congratulate the committee on the
success which has attended their
labours, in the evident improve-
ment which has been made during
the past year, and whichis suffici-
ently encouraging to induce them
to persevere, until the whole de-
nomination shall be as the heart of
one man : when this shall be the
case, we shall not fear to em-
bark in any great or good work
to which wemay be called, as there
is nothing but what might be ac-
complished by united hearts and
combined energies.

A CounTry Pasron.

Portsea.

C. STOVEL TO Karwa.

he had signed his real name ;
for it is scarcely just to hurl his
missiles from a dark concealment,
where no aim can be levelled
against him with certainty. [f 1
were to treat him with severity
for this, I know not how he could
complain, but [ preferusinganapo-
logy suggested by his own paper.
Kappa obviously does uot per-
ceive the gross impropriety of this
practice : consequently, in defend-
ing Elihu, he uses the following
sentence, ‘*So that no man
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must cven anonymously presume
o differ from his betters, without
being assailed for his temerity.”
It will be advantageous to him,
therefore, if Kappa will bear in
mind, that no man whom God
has endowed with reason can,
by conscientiously using it, incur
the charge of temerity, though
he should be so unfortunate as to
differ in opinion from every other
man on earth; for avowing his
opinion, he rather deserves respect
than blame, if he do it properly:
but he who assumes a false name,
for the avowed purpose of dis-
honouring individuals who are
known, and of dividing a society
in which he was received with
confidence, deserves neither re-
spect nor lenity, until he has re-
signed his mask, and confessed
his error. This was the object of
my severity with Elihu; I meant
to remove his disguise, which has
been done; but since Mr. Burgess
has avowed himself, I desire to
treat him with the utmost cour-
tesy, and to prevent, if possible,
his suffering any material injury
from his rashness.

But Mr. Burgess has not been
¢ Joaded with abuse ;” and, if he
and Kappa do not yet see
“ the fallacy of his reasonings and
the weakness of his cause,” I
merely recommend a re-perusal
of the Strictures. This will enable
Kappa to perceive also that the
sentence (‘“ If this does not give
you a better understanding and
produce  speedy  repentance”)
which he has marked as a quota-
tion, is not to be found there.
I do not wish to press on him an
acknowledgment of this inac-
curacy, though this is the only
sround for his censure; it will be
quite sufficient if Kappa will be
more careful in future ; especially
when lie intends to blame.

Respecting ~“the  firchrand

Reply of the Rev. C. Stovel to Kappa.

thrown into our temples by the
adversary,”—and  Kappa's de-
mand of facts, I have ouly to
say, that, at least before I give
him facts, I must know who it is
that requires them. [ fear that
this unknown friend must have
but little knowledge of our affairs :
still, there is one passage in his
reply that might serve to satisfy
his own inquiries.

“The present position of our
body is <highly’ critical. The
question of American slavery
threatened us with a schism. The
decision of the Bible Society
must now, it seems, be another
apple of discord. If, as has been
repeatedly insinuated, these seeds
are sown by the enemies of our
prosperity, our conduct should
be regulated by the greater cau-
tion. Will sarcasm and abuse
heal, or foment, division ?”

I answer, they will most cer-
tainly foment division, and not
keal it. On this account I con-
sidered that the curious com-
modity which Mr. Burgess boast-
ingly calls ¢ Christian sarcasm”—
and the abuse which under a
false name he poured on his
own brethren, ought to be so re-

preliended as to make their
author known.
¢ Human nature cannot but

kindle at the application of such
a torch; yet, let the devastation
of the flame be attributed to him
who flings the fire-brand on such
combustible materials.”

¢« The personality of religion is
our tower of strength ;” but this
is not strong until it is rendered
consistent and of universal applica-
tion. The sophism of Kappa, and
the unfaithfulness of Mr. Burgess,
therefore, must be both resigned,
before our position can be inval-
nerable.

C. SvovrL.
Dee. 3, 1856.
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SUGGESTIONS IN RELATION TO THE DESTITUTE

STATE OF SEVERAL

OF OUR CHURCHES.

To the Editor of the Buptist Magazine.

Sir,

I shall be glad to avail myself
of your help in giving currency
to a thought, which appears to
me entitled to more consideration
than it could command, if uttered
within my own circle, or under
the influence of my name.

My knowledge of the churches
in our own denomination, and
somewhat of their history and
circumstances, is not inconsider-
able ; and I have more than once
endured the affliction of losing an
able and beloved pastor, with all
the depression of mind attendant
on a church in a state of desti-
tution ; and the anxiety involved
in the search for, and choice of,
a new pastor: but I never re-
member a period when so many
of our most important stations
were vacant, and our brethren
““cast down.” In such circum-
stances every Christian church
feels the need of divine support ;
and how efficacious is a spirit of
prayer, in drawing more closely
the bonds of mutual affection,
endangered (through the infirmi-
ties of our nature, and the de-
fects incidental to the voluntary
principle, invaluable as it is,) by
such a calamitous visitation ; and
in keeping the minds of the mem-
bers in the attitude of *waiting

upon” the Chief Shepherd ; while
their energies are directed in
search of a pastor, whom *“ He
shall own and bless!”

Some doubt rests upon the
minds of many Christians, amid
thesedifficulties,astowhatisright,
with respect to giving invitations to
ministers who appear to be both
happily and usefully settled ; and
this is a subject to which some of
our most experienced brethren
would do well to direct the atten-
tion of your readers; both as re-
gards settled pastors, and desti-
tute churches. But my present
object is, to suggest to all our
churches, particularly those who
are enjoying the sunshine of the
divine presence, that they should
make special prayer for such as
are destitute and afflicted. And
1 venture to predict that, if «
united meeting for prayer could
be held by our London and sub-
urban churches, early in January,
at some central chapel, with im-
mediate reference to this object,
it would be well attended ; and
might prove an abundant source
of edification and comfort!

If you think well of the idea,
and can lead to its practical
adoption, you will oblige,

Puiro-Pastor.

REFLECTIONS ON
Another year with its long train of days,
The pumerous hours and moments it contaius,
With all the varied scenes a gear displays,
Has pass’d away; and now the mind retains,
The thought of much that pleases, much that

ains : .
Whopwou]d not wish again to live the year?
Tao trace his way again along the plains,
Avoid the foolish steps in his career,

And as he passed them, stop to drop the mourn-
{ul tear?
Ah fruitless wish | the year which just has gone,
Has told its tale in yonder distant skies ;
Each hour and moment its report has borne,
And there the sad disclosure ever lies
1o full review before Jehovah's eycs.

THE PAST YEAR.
One other year now added to the score,
Admits the remedy the past deoies :
All that was erring in the past deplore,

Now upward bend thy steps, and live to self no

more.

Soon all our years will pass away, and seem
But traces of a being on the mind,
The memory retains them like a dream,
But he who secks in yonder world to find
That solid bliss this earth can ne’er supply,
May greet past years that help’d him on his

way,
As gales that waft him to the distant sky
Where all is bliss, and one unclouded ray
Of light divine and pure makes heaven's eter

nal day. Y.
D
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REVIE WS,

Miscellaneous Works of Adam Clarke,
LL.D., F.A4.S. Vols. VI. & VII. Ser-
mons. Tegg and Son, 1836. pp. 473,
486.

The sermons of Dr. Clarke can
never be recommended to preachers
as models. They are compositions
of an order very much after their
own kind, and unlike any other.
Like his Commentary, they contain
a great deal of information and
exhibit much learning, but thrown
together in strange confusion.
Something is to be found in them of
almost every sort which the anti-
quary, the scholar, the divine, and
the man of general knowledge could
bring together, but in such singular
conjunctures and collocations, as
makes you wonder, by what possi-
bility they could be so associated.
On the theology pervading them,
we make no remark ; it is of course
Arminian, and sometimes, as we
think, repulsively so. But this is
no more than was already known ;
and all that our duty, in the present
instance, requires,is, that we should
state the fact, without making it the
occasion of controverting the posi-
tions of the system. Sometimes
passagesoccur on experimental reli-
gion, of great force and beauty;
especially we could instance some
in which the inward peace of the
newly-converted sinner is described,
when, for the first time, he enjoys a
sense of pardon and reconciliation
with God. Take the following :

The man becomes unutterably happy.
Instead of guilt he has pardon ; instead
of an inward hell he has heaven. He
feels_that God is reconciled unto bim
through the Son of his love. The fear
of death, and the fear of hell is taken
away ; and he anticipates the glory tbat
sball shortly be revealed. By the eye
of faith he sees heaven, girds up the
loins of his mind, starts from the right
point, takes the true road, looks right to
the prize, and runs for eternal life.

If we give another extract, it
mustibe one that shall ckaracterize
the author. Dr. Clarke, though
not to be describcd as an original

thinker, thought still in his own
way, and illustrated his thoughts
after a method of his own — exem-
pli gratia :

The prayer of the apostle for their in-
crease in all spiritual excellence :
““Grace and peace be multiplied . unto
vou,” &c. Most children understand
what multiplication is; all learners have
this definition ready at hand. Multi-
plication is the act of increasing any
number by addition, or production of
more of the same kind. Multiplication
has the multiplicand "or mumber to be
multiplied ; the multiplier, or number
given, by which the muitiplicand is to
be multiplied ; and the product, or num-
ber produced by the other two, Will
those who mind high things, condescend
to men of low estate; or will they
excuse me for doing it? Then I will
produce the first question I ever wrought
in this rule ; and out of the very same
book—FisuEr’s Arithmetic 1

How much is 3 times 472 multiplicand
3 multiplier

1416 product.

Now suppose grace and peace to be
multiplicands, or numbers to be multi-
plied ; then choose any number, say 2,
or on to 12, which may be called sim-
ple multipliers, because they may be
easily done in one line; suppose, then,
we take 144, which is 12 multiplied by
itself, and make it the multiplicand, and
12 (the last and highest number in the
Pythagorean or multiplication table) as
the multiplier, and lot this sum, 144,
stand for grace and peace, and 12 the
quuntity by which you wish to have
this grace and peace increased, thus,

144
12 :

Answer

1728

Then this product, 1728, marks the
quantum of those graces which you
wish to pnssess, beyond that which
you at present enjoy. So far, surely,
you can believe the possibility of hav-
ing those graces incrensed in your
soul; and when perhaps you consider
the small quantum of grace and peace
which you possess, and liow much
more you must obtain before you are fit
to see God, you will at once perceive
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that, great as this increase is, it is yet far
less than you need.

Then consider again that this product
may be made a multiplicand, and capa-
ble of being multiplie(f)by the same mul-
tiplier, thus :

1728 multiplicand

12 multiplier

20736 product

Twenty thousand, seven hundred, and
thirty-six. Thisis a vast increase ; and

ot you can easily conceive the possi-
bility of this increase being multiplied,
and then the product swould be the im-
mense sum of two hundred and forty-
eight thousand, eight hundred, and
thirty-two ! and this sum multiplied in
the same way, will produce the grand
amount of two millions, nine hundred,
and eighty-five thousand, nine hundred,
and eighty-four ! and all this in only five
multiplications ! This is a vast increase ;
and yet this, and far beyond this, can
God make his grace abound towards you.
And as there are mo bounds to God's
mercy in reference to man, and none to
the wishes and capacity of the Luman
soul, you can essily conceive the possi-
bility of this product being sgain multi-
plied, as the preceding seems [sums],
till the increase would soon be too great
for our powers of calculation to compre-
liend ; “ grace and peace,” says the Spirit
of God, *“ be multiplied unto you,” Who
can tell you how muchis comprebended in
this word ? This is no trifling, nor is it
merely condescending to men of low
estate ; it is, on the contrary, teaching
wisdom among them that are perfect,
for the apostle prays that the family of
God may be * filled with all his ful-
ness.’”

Letters on the Present State of the Visible
Church of Christ. By R. M. Beverley.
Dinnis, London.

An Efficient Ministry ; being a Charge
delivered at the Ordination of the Rev.
T. Elliot, Bury St. Edmunds. By the
Rev. A, Reed, D.D. pp. 72. Ward
and Co.

It requires a singular and deli-
cate combination of qualities to
make a real reformer. Hence, in-
dividuals, to whom this honourable
designation is due, seldom mwake
their appearance. Candidates for
the honour are not scarce, but they
generally fail in their election.

Mr. Beverley has recorded his
name amongst tlese candidates;
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but whether he will attain to [the
dignity, time, which proves all
things, must determine. We have
great pleasure in observing a real
improvement in his present work,
when compared with former pro-
ductions. There is less passion and
reproachful sarcasm in it; and, on
the whole, a visible approximation
towards Christian charity may be
traced in several of its pages.

But Mr. Beverley has much to
do before he has attained the ac-
curacy which is necessary for gene-
ral usefulness. His remarks on
the early ages of Christianity can
scarcely be used with safety; and
his statements of the present are
often not more correct. If, for in-
stance, any one should read his
letter on the present state of the
Christian ministry, and his repre-
hension of the charges delivered
by Dissenters at their ordinations,
and then turn to the excellent dis-
course of Dr. Reed, it will not only
be seen, that Mr. Beverley’s com-
plaint has been anticipated by the
men whom he labours to expose;
but, also, that the very man to
whose reprehension he has devoted
a whole chapter, has, with more
accuracy and greater power, ex-
pounded his own thoughts, and
eclipsed him in all that is desirable.

Another instance of inaccuracy
will be found in statements relating
to American piety. The great
crimes which make up the system
of slavery call for our tears; and,
like our own colonial system, can-
not be too severely reprehended.
But it does not follow from the
miserable condition of aboriginal
tribes in all our territories, that we
bave no religion. If the allegation
were made, Mr. Beverley himself
would be produced as an instance
to falsify the statement. Others,
perhaps inferior, would be placed
by his side for the same purpose.
Although the exterminating curses
of our colonial system are to be
deplored, there is piety in England,
which sends out our missionary to
the sufferers. There are, also, men
who mourn over slavery in Ame-
rica, who reject its gains, and de-
precate its atrocities; and no ad-
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vantage can be gained to religion
by loading them with unjust im-
prtations. Those who would re-
form society must give to every
man his due.

The aristocracy of the skin, with
its pernicious results, has not had
all the attention which was due
to it from Mr. Beverley.

To the deputations he has given
two letters ; on these we shall not
offer any remark that will change
the nentral ground we occupy in
counducting this periodical. But as
the book was sent us by Mr. Bever-
ley, or his bookseller, to be no-
ticed, we feel bound to state, that
the letter of instructions Mr. Bever-
ley referred to, page 109, never had
an existence. All opinions respect-
ing past affairs we reserve; but,
since this supposition is now brought
SJorward again as the basis of a
grievous censure, we feel bound to
state, that the supposition is entirely
UNFOUNDED! Mr. Beverley will,
of course, consider whether there
be not something unmanly and
cruel in thus assailing the reputa-
tion of individuals, in reference to
affairs which he hLas neither the
power nor the right to examine.
The public acts of any Society
must be liable to discussion; but
its private arrangements, with its
own agents and members, ought to
be too sacred for such unwarrant-
able interference.

We regret these blemishes, be-
cause the work contains some hints
of importance which deserve to be
brouglit before the public without
this disadvantageous association
with error.

The Seven Ages of England. By Cuarvres
WirLiams.—Westley and Davis, pp.
608,

History has for a long time been
too much confined to the operations
of war, so that thie progress of ils
pages is marked by the arrange-
merntsof bloodshed and victory. Be-
sides the injustice through which
an undue Linportance is thus given
to one class of human aflairs, the
effect of its study is rendered per-
nicious, especially to our youth.

Review.~—The Seven Ages of England.

Past ages should be reviewed, in
order to incrcase our intelligence
and picty. To promote this, Mr.
Williams has here givena history of
our advancement in ** Arts, Litera-
ture, and Science, from the Earliest
Ages to the Present Time.” His
eflort deserves the highest approba-
tion, and the greatest encourage-
ment. Youug persons of all classes
wi'l derive much interest and im-
provement from the study of his
pages; and with the following spe-
cimens of his style we recommend
the book with great satisfaction.

Extraordinary  Speeches,—The first
turnpike rnad was established by an act
of Parliament in the reign of Charles
11, but so great was the insensibility to
the improvement, that the mob pulled
down the gates, and the new plan was
supported and enforced at the point of
the bayonet. Long after this period,
bhowever, travelling was both difficult
and dangerous.

It is also worthy of remark, that a
fear of what would now be called im-
provements was cherished by the
bigher ranks, and that many things
which have been actually sccomplished,
were then considered totally impracti-
cable, Thus, for instance, in April 4,
1671, the second reading of a bill was
moved in the House of Commons, * for
building a bridge over the Thames at
Putney.” On that occasion Sir William
Thompson thus spoke :—

¢ Mr. Speaker,—London is circum-
scribed, I mean the city of London;
there are walls, gates, and houndaries,
the which no man can increase or ex-
tend ; those limits were set by the wis-
dom of our ancestors, and God forbid they
ghould be altered. But, Sir, though these
Jaudmarks can never be removed—I say
never, for I have no hesitation in stating,
that when the walls of London shall no
longer be visible, and Ludgate is demolished,
England itself will be as nothing—though,
Sir, these landmarks are immoveable,
indelible, indestructible, except with
the constitution of the country, yet it is
in the power of speculative theorists to
delude the minds of the people with vi-
sionary projects of increasing the skirta
of the city, so that it may even join
Westminster.!

Mr. Boscawen said,—*¢ If there were
any advantage derivable from a bridge at
Putney, perhaps some gentleman would
find out that a bridge at Westminster
would be a couvenience. Then other



Review.—Mrs. Stevens’ Seleclions.

honourable gentlemen might dream, that
a bridge from the end of Fieet-market
into the fields, on the opposite side of the
water, would be a fine speculation ; or
who knows but at last it might be pro-
posed to arch over the river altogether,
and build e couple more bridges, one
from the paluce at Somerset-house, into the
Survey marshes, and another from the
front of Guildhell into  Southwark.
(Great laughter.)

¢ ¢ Perbaps some honourable gentle-
men who were interested in such mat-
ters, would get up in their places, and
propose that one or two of these bridges
should be built of iron! (Shouts of
laughter.) For my part, if this bil
passes, I will move for leave to bring in
half-a dozen more bills, for building
bridges at Chelsea and at Hammersmith,
and at Marble-hall Stairs, and at Breot-
ford, and at fifty other places besides.’
( Continued laughter.)

Mr. Low declared it to be'the opin-
ion of the ‘‘worthy chief magistrate,”
that if any carts go over Putney bridge,
the city of Loudon was irretrievably
ruined ! and added, that the river above
London-bridge would be totally destroyed
as a navigation.

In the present day, it is not only
bighly amusing to read these denuncia-
tions of misery and ruiu, but we are
thereby reminded of the fallacy of hu-
men judgment and foresight. Not only
is there a bridge at Putney, but the fore-
bodings of Mr. Boscawen are almost all
realized as relates to the erection of
bridges ; although not so as to their de-
solating effects on the city of Loondon.
A bridge at Westminster is found to be
a convenience; another has been erected
from Fleet-market into the opposite
fields, at Blackfriars ; evem the “ couple
more ” are really in existence, and nearly
on the sites pointed out—the Waterloo
and Southwark bridges; and, what is
still, more remarkable, it has not only
been ¢ proposed,” but one of these (the
Southwark bridge) is actually built of iron.
Sir William Thompson, had he lived to
the present moment, might have sought
in vain for the walls of London. Lud-
gate-bar is demolished ; the ““wall, gates,
and boundaries, set by the wisdom of
our nncestors, which no man could in-
crease or extend,” have disappeared.
London is extended on every side, so
that the skirts of the city are not to be
distinguished by a stranger from West-
minster.

The conclusion of this remarkable
debate is not less deserving of notice.
Sir Henry Herbert, just before the
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house divided, said : « I honestly con-
fess myself an enemy to monopolies ; I
am equally opposed to mad, visionary
projects ; and I may be permitted 1o say,
that in the late king’s reign several of
these thoughtless inventions were thrust
upon tbe house, but most properly re-
jected. If a man, Sir, were to come to
the bar of the house, and tell us that he
proposed to convey us regularly to Edin-
burgh, in coaches, in seven days, and
bring us back in seven days more, should
we not vote him to Bedlam? Surely we
sbonld, if we did bim justice; or, if
another told us he would sail to the
Indies in siz months, should we not pu-
nish him for practising upon our credu-
lity?  Assuredly, if we served Lim
rightly.”

Selections from a Correspendence on Sub-
Jjects connected with Christian Faith and
Practice ; with an Introductory Pre-
face. By Mrs. Stevens. pp. 237. Ha-
milton and Co.

The letters, from which these se-
lections have been made, were writ-
ten to several persons by a pious and
amiable lady, who ** will not affix
Lier name”’ to the volume. Some of
them are designed to remove the
doctrinal difficulties of inquirers in
the way to Zion; others, to pour
comfort into the mourner’s cup, and
wipe away his tears: benevolent
purposes which they are admirably
adapted to fulfil. To such as are
perplexed with the inquiry, ‘“ What
shall I do to he saved?” the uni-
form advice of the excellent author
is,“ Go to Jesus first: you must
not think that corruptions are to
be grappled with and overcome,
and then you shall have joy. Come
to your Father in the way his own
Spirit has pointed out. Say unto
him, Take away iniquity, and re-
ceive me graciously ; then shall the
blessed fruits of pardoning love
follow.” To the tempted she gives
the judicious advice to distinguish
carefully between being tempted
and sinning. The afflicted will find
the alleviations of almost every
forni of sorrow pointed out in these
pages: and without pledging our-
selves to every sentiment the vo-
lume contains, we readily recom-
mend it to our readers.
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS,

Sacred Prneumatology, or the Scripture
Doctrine of the Holy Spirit; in three
books. By the Rev. Joseph Wilson, 4. M.,
Minister of Laxton, Northamptonshire.
pp. 358,  Seeley.—We have very seldom
met with a volume, on this important
branch of theology, which has afforded
us so much plersure as the werk now
before us. The worthy author, we think,
must have been richly rewarded in this
labour of his hands, though we are far
from supposing that his remuneration
will be limited to the refined and
exalted pleasure which we are pre-
suming he must have experienced while
prepering these pages for the press.

Indeed, though we hope his finances will

sustain no injury by this publication,
we are far from calculating, as we trust
he also is, by the amount of pecuniary
result. ‘The approbation that will be
expressed ; for it is said, ‘them that
honour me, I will honour;” the benefit
which we believe numbers—we hope
roultitudes—will derive from the perusal
of this truly excellent treatise, will un-
measurahly exceed the highest ratio of
commercial per centage. In all which,
so far as the author’s knowledge may
extend, he will largely participate.

Mr. Wilson divides his work into
three books, ¢ On the Divine Nature,
Person, and Attributes of the Holy Spi-
rit—On the extraordinary Operations of
the Holy Ghost—On the ordinary Ope-
rations of the Holy Spirit, as a Sancti-
fier, and Comforter, and Intercessor.”
The first book is subdivided into four
chapters, the second into five, and the
third into the same number.

We have no douht as to Mr. Wilson
being sincerely attached to his commu-
nion ; but as a servant of Jesus Cbrist,
what must have been his feelings, in re-
ference to the ministry, in that connexion
generally, when he wrote as follows 7—

‘« To educate, therefore, young men to
the ministry, without reference to their
real inclinations, desires for its sacred
functions, is tosend wolves and not shep-
herds among Christ’s flock, to desecrate
the most holy of all employments, and
1o form blind leaders of the blind.”—
p- 172. But our estimate of this pro-
duction has too deeply interested us in
the pious author, to permit us to add
another word upon a subject which,
whenever it engages his attention, and
that cannot be unfrequently, must in-
duce suflering which we earnestly wish
could be conscientiously diminished.

W are happy, in conclusion, that we
can most cordially recommend this work
on “Sacred Pneumatology,” to the atten-
tion of all our readers,

Going to Service; a Sequel to ** My
Station and its Duties.”” By the Author of
“The Last Day of the Week.” pp. 230.
Seeley.—It may be expected that patron-
age judiciously conferred will be® attend-
ed with the happiest effects. The_au-
thor of this small volume supplies us
with an illustration. The favourable re-
ception of his former publication has in-
duced a succession, which, while it is
highly creditable to his piety and indus-
try, is calculated to be exceedingly be-
neficial to a very numerous and impor-
tant class of readers. We think “Goiug
to Service,” is likely to prove, in the
connexion for which it is intended, a
great favourite. We consider it to be
well entitled to the attention of mis-
tresses as well as servants.

Walks and Scenes in Galilee, Judea, &c.
pp. 115, Seeley.—The reader will find
himself conducted, by the help of these
pages, through the principal incidents of
the Redeemer’s history. The senti-
mends are spiritual, the style is attrace
tive, and the design is excellent,

The Christian Gift, contuining ¢ Har-
mony of the Sucred Writers, Concerning
the Deity and History of Jesus. By
Christopher Bell, Esq., A Member of the
Honourable Society of the Inner Temple.
Second Edition. pp. 330. Ward.—Mr.
Bell has been well and piously occupied
in constructing this arrangement of evan-
gelical truth. The biblical student may
consult it with advantage. It by no
means supersedes the use of other har-
monies ; for though, of course, it presents
much in common with them all, it fur-
nishes some things peculiar to itself.

The Family Liturgy ; being a Course of
Morning and Evening Prayers for a Fa-
mily ; arranged and Compiled on the plan
of ¢ Liturgy. By the Rev. R. Waldo
Sibthorpe, %.D., &e., &c. pp. 185.
Seeley.—The author of this devotional
book, proposes to make family worship
resemble the responsive service of the
Church of England. In domestic use,
however, it will not be as in public im-
posed. It may, therefore, he adopted,
or partially used, or omitted altogether,
as those who have the election may
deem most edifying. The autbor’s nome
is quite sufficient to induce the persua-
sion (hat this production of his pen is
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fully entitled to the scrious and unpre-
judiced attention of the reader.

Essays, Letters, and Interesting Papers
%’ the late Rev. Thomas Charles, A. B.,

ala, Merionethshire. Edited by the Rev.
Edward Morgan, M.A., Vicar of Syston
and Ratcliffe, Leicestershire. pp, 477.
Seeley and Burnside.—The eminently
pious and devoted suthor of these ¢ es-
says, letters, and interesting papers”
neither lived nor died to himself, Of
him it may be truly said that, when
living “he worked the work of the
Lord ;”’ and though, now, alas, he is
dead, *“ be yet speaketh.” The essays
contained in this useful volume, of
different lengths and various, are in
number twenty-two; the letters exceed
three score; and the miscellaneous pa-
pers amount to ‘seven. No serious
reader can rise from the perusal of
these pages without the conviction that
their writer was ‘“ a holy man of God.”
The work will be found to comprise a
rich and varied repast of experimental
religion, admirably adapted to refresh
and strengthen the renewed mind.
Whatever may be considered as defec-
tive in the attractions of style is
abundantly compensated by evangelical
savour. %Ve are so satisfied that it is
calculated to be extensively useful, that
we earnestly hope it will obtain an en-
larged circulation.

The Doctrine of Particular Providence,
or the Divine Guardianship over the maost
minute Concerns of Man ; Illustrated and
Defended in Biographical Reminiscences.
By George Pilkington, late Captain, Corps
of Royal Engineers. pp. 297. Wilson.
—Upon the whole, this is an interesting
volume, yet the interest is of a mixed
character. The early part of the work
oontains numerous incidents, some of
which are certainly striking, perbaps we
might even say romantic ; but the latter
pert exhibits statements of procedure
which we can neither admire nor com-
mend, Qur veneration for divine pro-
vidence will by no means permit us to
concur in the manner in which Mr,
Pilkington endeavours to ideutify its
operations with all his pursuits. In his
plan of subsisting, he appears to us to
throw an onus of responsibility on the
providence of God, which, were persons
less shrewd, and more scrupulous than
himself to attempt, would speedily over-
whelm them in ahject poverty, if not
merited contempt.

Christian Sympathy. By John Howard
Hinton, M.A. Jacksonand Walford. pp.
48.—A very useful little work, in which

the author has presented to the ehurches

valuable instruction on a most important
subject. We hope to see it obtain a
wide circulation; and still more, to
witness an universal prevalence of that
vitalizing charity which it is intended to
inculcate.

Hints to Religious Ladies on the Impor-
tance and Advantages of Mental Cultiva-
tion. Seeley. pp. 48.—Women hardly
know their own importance, and are
scarcely aware of their responsibili-
ties. As wives and mothers they have
to command respect and affection, and
should therefore be enabled to diffuse in-
telligence, animation, and enjoyment
over their respective domestic circles,
In this age, when the claims of charity
and the occupations of benevolenco
make such large inroads into the time
and energies of young females, they are
in danger of overlooking the advantages
of having a mind well stored with in-

formation. We hope these well meant
“ Hints,” will contribute to deepen
the sense of these advantages, and

induce our fair readers to cultivate
the “ wondrous mind” which God has
given them. Knowledge does not make
woman less lovely ; for ignorance or
affectation no charms cau compensate,
Reply to Mr. Pym’s “ Word of Warn-
ing inthe last Days.” Fellowes. pp. 197.—
Such of our readers as have read the little
book of the reverend vicar of Willian,
will find from this pamphlet that His
Reverenceisnoprophet. Had not theex-
travagancies of Mr. Pym’s school of in-
terpreters prepared us for almost any-
thing, we should have been shocked
at his presumption in determiring the
limit of the time within which our Lord’s
appearance is to be looked for. Christ
says, as to his coming, *“Of that day and
bour knoweth no man.” Mr. Pym says,
though we cannot tell exactly when he
will come, we can tell that he will have
appeared before the year 1847. The
pamphlet before us isa calm and ju-
dicious examination of the accuracy of
Mr. Pym’s calculations, and of the force
of his arguments. The respected author
has no wish to abate a single point of the
word of warning necessary 1o the last
days. He is, however, anxious that this
warning should rest on no fancifulinter-
pretations, no unwarranted guesses, no
presumptuous conclusions. We would
urge on our readers his advice, to care-
fully study the Holy Secriptures, to
watchfully correct our sioful motions,
and to diligently obey the commandments
of God indoing our appointed duties,
and working all the good we can in that
sphere which Providence has allotted us.
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OBITUARY.

CAPTAIN JOHN PUDNER.

Captuin Jobn Pudner (son of Mr.
Gilbert Pudner, whose memoir is ve-
corded April, 1829, vol. xxi.) was born
of pious pavents,in the year 1761 ; he
received a religious edncation, and, at
the early age of 17, went to the Fast
Indies, received an appointment in the
Honourable Company’s Service, in which
he was promoted, and continued with
integrity and fidelity, to the day of his
death, esteemed and respected by all
who knew him, both in India and Eng-
land, Entering young in life on a new
scene of action and temptation, and
being of o lively turn of mind, he freely
mingled with other® youths in the gay
and fascinating amusements by which he
was encircled in India. Possessing
patural talents, having a good education,
and habitually of a frank and cbeerful
disposition, he was courted as a pleasant
facetious companion in pumerous social
circles, This ensnared and betrayed
him inoto a habit of levity, which, though
subdued and governed as he advanced
in life, was perhaps never entirely over-
come. This disposition and tendency,
of which he was conscious, proved, in
maturer years, a source of sorrow to
him, fearing it might occasionally
have been indulged to excess. But
the moral and religious impressions
which he had received in early life,
deepened, and became more influential
in his coaversation and habits as he
advanced in years, and was much more
apparent and decisive through his gene-
ral character and conduct. In 1806, a
bilious fever endangered bis life in
India, and occasioned his coming to
England, intending, on the establish-
ment of his health, to bave returned
again to India ; but God in his gracious
providence appointed otherwise, and
brouglit him under the Christian minis.
tration of the Rev. Mr. Humphrey, late
of Hammersmith, and of Mr. Leifchild,
of Xensington, which, beiog blest to the
awakening of hie conscience, and con-
vincing bim of his guilt and danger as a
sinner, he was induced to retire from
service in Indiy, and to remain in Eng-
lacd, that he might enjoy the privilege
of continuing to attend the means of
divine grace, and the ministry of the
gospel—the value and importance of
which he was now convinced of.

About this time, he removed to Hack-
ney, where for some time he profited

under the useful ministry of Dr. Cox.
In the year 1819, he was called in pro-
vidence to reside at Liverpool, whero he
joined the Baptist church, under the
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Lister,
whose instructive ministry,'_un(l affec~
tionate Christian vigilance, he ever boye
in grateful remembrance.

In 1822, being appointed by the
Court of Directors Paymaster to the
Honourable East India Company’s Depbt
at Chatham, this appointment obliged
him to remove to Rochester, where he
closed his mortal course. He was grati-
fied in being selected to this official ¢ivil
engagement, as he wished to be freed
from military service. He found the
neighbourhood of Chatham not the most
favourable to religion, but here he main-
tained a firm, consistent adherence to
his Christian principles and profession,
This was evident by bis attendance on
the public and social means of religion,
and his regular habit' of retirement for
serious reading, and devout reflection
and study, with a view to promote his
moral and spiritual improvement. It
was his diligent endeavour to aid the
best interests of all who were within
the compass of his influence and advice,
He was ever ready to encourage and
assist every worthy effort to instruot the
ignorant, to relieve the pious poor, and
reclaim the guilty wanderer to the paths
of virtue and religion. Many will feel
the loss of his benevolence and sympa-
thy, But his last illness and suﬁ‘{rings
most satisfactorily develop his Christian
principles and feelings. He sustained
acute pain with patient resignation to
the divine will, In the immediate pros-
pect of death and eternity, Le calmly
commended himself, in faith and hope,
to the divine mercy. Through his ill-
ness, he had a deep, and sometimes a
depressing sense of his sinfulness ! but
expressed a firm faith in the efficacy of
the sacrifice of the Redeemer, to atone
for human guilt, and of the sufficiency of
his perfect righteousness to justify the
believer,

After a severe attack of pain, on being
asked how he was, he replied, “1 am in
much pain, but it is the mind, the
mind ! evidently intending, that, great
as his bodily sufferings were, they were
less than those which wore mental. At
intervals, he exclaimed with ardent feel-
ings :
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' Show pity, Lord, O Lord forgive,
Let a repenting rebel llve,”’

* Could I but read my title clear,’”” &c.

Yot in those shaded sensons, hope and
confidence in God were evinced, and he
would devoutly say,
< Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings,
Thy better portion trace.””

Though exercised by agonizing suffer-
ing, he was, through grace, preserved
from murmuring, aad relieved when
uny friend read or quoted Scrip-
ture to him, and it always gase him
pleasure to pray with and for him. He
would utter ardent, devout responses to
those petitions which met his present
case and feelings. A few days previous
to bis deatb, he addressed his servants
on the importance of remembering
their Creator in the days of their youth,
warning them to avoid all evil associa-
tions, and especially the profanation
of the Lord’s.day. About this time, he
was heppy in his mind, and rejoiced in
God his Savigur, and would often repeat
verses of several bymns which were
familiar to him, as

+¢ Jesus, 1 love thy charming nawe,” &c.
4¢ Come, thou fount of every blessing,” &c.

and would attempt, though with a
tremulous voice, to sing, till he was
quite exhausted. Previous to his death,
he encountered great mental conflict,
but was enabled earnestly to pray for
relief, saying, with ardent importunity,
“Search me, O God, and koow my
heart,” &c. On heing asked if the |
import of this verse was the sincere
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desire of hia soul, he replied,“ Oh, yes,
yes!” and with extended hands ond
weeping eyes, repeated the same words
throughout. He never after this ex-
pressed a doubt or fear of hig atate, was
much engaged in ejaculatory prayer, and
referred to his near approaching disso-
lution with composure aud resignation,
saying, “ Into thy hands, O God, |
commend my spirit!” On being asked
how he felt, he replied, [ am dying.”
His attendant said, ““ I hope you will go
to heaven.” He answered, ** It is more
than a hope.” Being held up when
sinking through weakness and pain, be
was told that an attendant was suppert-
ing his baek, he said, < That iskind, and
God is within upholding my heart ;” and
soon added,

“ God, my supporter and my hope,
y help, for ever near.”

After this, he was incapable of speaking,
and, without a struggle or a sigh,
serenely departed this life, in the 76th
year of his age, on the morning of the
19th Sept., and was interred in the dis-
senting burying-groand, New Road,
Rochester, in the same grave with his
aged Father; on which occasion, bis
esteemed friend, Dr. Cozx, delivered an
impressive address; and, en the following
Lord’s-day evening, Rev. Mr. Thompsor
preached an appropriate funeral sermon
to a numerous assemhly, at the chapel,
Clover Street, Chatham, from 2 Timothy
ii. 8, ¢ A good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
Hackney, G. B.
October 24th, 1836.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

SCOTLAND.

1In our last numher we inserted a Paper signed ¢ Socius,” in which an earoest
appeal is made to the members of our denomination, and, especially to such among
them as are wealthy, residing in Scotland, to aid in establishing a Baptist Theolo-
gical Institation, in connexion with one of the nortbern universities. To this im-
portant subject we wish to recal the attention of our friends. Cordially do we
anite with the enlightened and zealous writer of that communication in the senti-
ments he expresses. Personal knowledge also, of the present state of our denomi-
nation in Scotland, o some considerable extent, enables us to express a decided
conviction that the measure proposed, subject of course to such quiﬁcations with
regard to itspractical details, and perhaps, to the location of the seminary, as further
inquiry und conference may suggest, is scarcely less practicable thanitis desirable.
There are not wanting many excellent men in different parts of that country in the
cities and great towns, and in the rural districts too, who are deeply anxious to see
their own denomination placed on another footing from any it has yet occupied
among them, To effect this object two things under God would effectually con-
trihute. One is theintroduction of talented ministers into such places as Aberdeen
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and Dundee, who should form churches upon the English plan, and be supported
by them ; and in relation to this particular we now insert a communication from
another esteemed correspondent ; and the other is the formation of such an insti-
tution as is recommended by “Socius.” To both these objects some of our excellent
friends are thoroughly alive. Let tbein lay their plans wisely ond persevere.. If
they should want assistance from their bretbren in the south, we are persuaded they
will find it. Only let it be seen that they are in earnest themselves—that their
hearts are warm-—their heads discreet—tbeir counsels united—and their hands li-
beral, and we much mistake the character of the leading men in our denomination,

if they donot obtain what countenunce and support they may need.

Eprror.

*.™ Ttappears that there are several inaccuracies in the list of Baptist churches
printed in our last, and we are particularly desired to state that it was not prepared
by our excellent friend, the Rev. Robert Thomson, of Perth,

THE BAPTIST CAUSE IN SCOTLAND.

(A4 Letter sent to a Baptist Friend.)
My dear Sir,

I have just read your admirable let-
ter to and cannot resist the
temptation to address the man from
whom such sentiments proceed, on a
subject that has long engaged my at-
tention ; and the more I reflect upon it,
the more I am impressed with its im-
portance. The subject to which I re-
fer is, the supplying ot the large towns
of Scotland, which are not already sup-
plied with at least one talented and de-
voted Baptist minister. Something must
be done, Sir; it will never do that while
all is activity around us, such masses of
the population, as are still in a state of
ignorance and irreligion, should be left
by us, without an effort being made to
throw in among them, through the in-
strumentality of an efficient ministry, a
portion of that truth which is destined
ultimately to raise the world from its deep
degradation. And, moreover, if we are
convinced that we have made a nearer
approximation to the principles of the
New Testament, than others whom we
ever recogmize as Christian brethren,
surely it does not become us, in apparent
apatby, to make no effort for the propa-
gation of our sentiments. But how can
we exject even to maintain our present
position, low as it is, without men of
gifts and energy, to feed our souls, and
bring our principles before the world?
Tt has Jong been a subject for lamenta-
tion, that in most of the large towns of
the north, there is a class of minds, for
which no adequate provision is made in
the ministrations of the sabbath ; yet,
these are the minds that, in general,
give the tone to public sentiment; and
what o pity is it thot Christians of the
same order of mind should not unite
their energies to gain the influence of
such to the caunse of their heavenly
Master? DMany of this class, in most
Jarge towns, are the dupes of infidelity,

looking down with contempt on the
dwarfish sabbath.exhibitions of many
of those who fill the office of the mi-
nistry, some of whom, it must be con-
fessed, are far beneath them in mental
acquirements. And many intelligent
Christians, also, of almost all denomi-
nations, are languishingin a state of
mental starvation, under ministrations,
which, with all their esteem for the
piety of the parties, they caunot respect
as at all fitted to expand and elevate
their minds. But were groups of such
persons gathered around men of supe-
rior talents, who can tell what might be
effected, under the blessing of God, to
whom after all, we must be indebted
for success ; but whose plan of operation
in this world embraces in general, a
suitableness of instrumentality, without
which the end contemplated is not at-
tained. Might we not expect that,
from Christian societies of the more,
intelligent and influential members of
the community, congregated under able
pastors, there would emanate inferior
agencies to christianize, in the highest
sense of the term, their surrounding
neighbourhoods? Might we not expect
that, under such superintendence, hid-
den talent would be elicited, fostered,
and cultivated for the work of the mi-
nistry at home and abroad? Might we
pot expect that, through such instru-
mentality, the springs of Christian libe-
rality would be made more abundantly
to flow, for the invigoration and exten-
sion of the religious and charitable in-
stitutions of the land? In one word,
might we not expect that, altogether,
a much higher tone of Cbristian senti-
ment and action wonld be diffused over
society, .

But the great question with us is,
How are we to obtain such an instru-
mentality? Not, in my opinion, by the
isolated efforts of individuals, or even
Christian societies, which are generally
small and feeble in those localities
where such instrumentality is most
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wanted ; but by a combination of effort
among those, 1 different parts of the
country, who feel the importance of the
object, and sre willing to make sacri-
fices for its accomplishment, I have
conversed with persons well acquainted
with the denomination in England, who
gave it as their opinion, that there would
be no very great difficulty in obtaining
men of competent talents from England,
if sufficient encouragement to remove
were presented to them. Now, it has
occurred to me that if afew individuals
like yourself were to take up the sub-
ject heartily in behalf of one or two of
the principal towns at first—say Dundee
and Aberdeen; suitable persons might
be found to make sn attempt to raise
congregations; and if they succeeded,
the plan might be followed up in behalf
of other towns, such as Paisley, Inver-
ness, Montrose, &c. You remark, in
your letter, that, ¢ though there were
but ten Christians in the country, upon
tbem alone would lie the obligation to
promote its Christianity.”” Now, surel
among the Christians who tbink wit
us, there might be ten found, who, in
the first instance, would be willing uni-
tedly to guarantee a competent provision
for one or two able men, till they should
succeed in raising such congregations as
would he able to provide for their per-
manent support, which T am convinced
they would soon do,in any of the prinei-
pal towns of Scotland, in the present ex-
cited and unsettled atate of public opin-
ion, Most gladly shall I be one of the
ten; and I have no doubt that, if the
scheme be thought at all practicable, the
other nine will soon be found. Nay, I
doubt not that, were the instruments ap-
pearing, more tens would soon make their
appearance, to employ them. Men of a
superior order of talent, I cannot doubt,
would soon find themselves surrounded
by intelligent and influential congrega-
tions ; but witbout such, I despair of
seeing the Baptist cause raised in Scot-
land.

Soliciting your opiuion respecting the
plan which T have thus briefly submitted
to your consideration,

I am, &c.
Aberdeen, —— 1836. .

P. 8. To our English hrethren, I beg
to remark that, the time seems now to
he come when every denomination must
in a great measure depend on itself for
the support of its institutions. I may
appeal to every succeeding deputation
from the Missionary Society, whether
it be not becoming more and more diffi-
cult to draw resources for the mission,
from other Christinn bodies. 1lu sucha
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state of things, therefure, it is surely bad
policy, to say the least of it, to lose the
produce of so important 2 field as the
north of Scotland, from sheer want of
labourers to cultivate it. Ouly send us
a few men of sterling talent, ardent
piety, and determined zeal to begin with,
and you will doubtless soon receive an
ample return, in an increasing revenue
to all your great denominational under-
takings; but, let us dwindle away a
little longer, and, unless help come from
some quarter that we at present know
not, your journeys beyond the Tay will
be nearly as uoproductive as agricultural
labour expended on a Greenland iceberg.
M.

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, ETC.

(Circular from the Office of the Registra-
tion Commission, 22, Downing Street,
2nd December, 1836.

SIR,

The Commissioners who have been
appointed by His Majesty to inquire into
the state of Registers or Records (not
being parochial) of Births, Buaptisms,
Deaths, Burials, and Marriages, have
directed me to transmit to you the in-
closed paper of Questions,* and to
request tbat you will afford to them,
upon the several points, at your earliest
convenience, all the information which
you may he able to supply.

For the purpose of showing the hene-
fits that may result from this inquiry,
aud with the hope also of securivg the
concurrence and co.operation of all
parties interested, the Commissioners
have instructed me to state the principal
subjects to which their attention will be
directed. They will be as follows : 1st.
To inquire into the state, custody, and
authenticity of such Records; 2nd. To
inquire what measures can be most
beneficially adopted for collecting, ar-
ranging, depositing, and preserving
them—for giving full force and effect to
them as evidence, and for facilitating
the production and reception of them in
Courts of Justice. It is evident that
the successful accomplishment of these
objects will very materially promate the
interests of the non-conforming classes
of the community,

The information, which is requested
in answer to the inclosed Questious,
will be necessary for euabling the Com-
missioners successfully to discharge tho
trust consigned to them. The Com-
missioners therefore reckon with conti-
dence upon the assistance of all parties,

* Scethe following article.
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to whom this communication shall be
made known.

The proposed inquiry will extend to
the Registers or Records, of the de-
scription above mentioned, belonging to
all the non-conformist churches or con-
gregations—such as the Roman Catho-
lics, the Quakers, the Jews, the Scotch
Churches in England, and also the
Chburches of Foreign Protestants in
England. Butl am directed to observe,
that this Circular Letter is more parti-
cularly intended for the Ministers, Offi-
cers, and Trustees, or other leading
Members, of Protestant Non-Conformist
Churches in England and Wales.

The Commissioners are very desirous,
for the purpose of obtaining tbe best
information by actual and minute in-
spection and examination, that all exist-
ing original Register Books or Births,
Baptisms, Deaths, and Burials, and of
Marriages before the passing of the
Marriage Actin 1753, should be trans-
mitted to them.

Registers belonging to any Congrega-
tion in London or the meighbourhood,
may be delivered to me at this Office
any doy between eleven and twe
o clock.

Any Register Book belonging to a
Congregation in the Country, not ex-
ceeding five pounds weight, may be
inclosed in a cover, directed as follows :

| ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE.

The Secretary of State,
Home Department,
Registration} Whitehall,
Commission.

and may be delivered to the nearest
Post Office. Where it exceeds that
weight, it may be directed as follows :

ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE.

The Secretary of the
Registration Commission,
22, Downinyg Street.

and may he sent (as an ordinary parcel)
by the Mail Coacl, or other safe cou-
veyance.

I 2m further directed to request, that
when any Register is delivered or trans-
mitted, a Certificate or statement should
accompany it, according to the inclosed
Form,* to be filled up as far as
con be dore; and that such Certifi-

* This ““ form,” which will doubtless accom-
pany the Circular, it was deemcd unnccessary
for us to print.—Euw,
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cate should be signed, either by the
Minister or by one or two of the
‘Trustees or Church Officers, or by such
other person as can supply the informa-
tion required; in the latter case, the
reason why no Minister or Trustee or
Church Officer signs, should be stated.
The Certificate may be anunexed to the
inside of the Cover, or to the first blank
page of the book, or of the first or last
book of the series, wlere there are more
than one.

The Commissioners will take charge
of the Registers entrusted to them, and
be ready to redeliver tbem, if required.
Bat it will be most advisable, that they
sbould not merely be produced for in-
spection, but that they should remain
under the charge of the Commissioners, in
order tbat at the close of the investiga-
tion, they may, if the Legislature should
so provide, be safely trausferred to the
custody of the Registrar-General, or to
such other depository as may be direct-
ed ; and also, that the most effectual
means may be adopted for imparting to
them, as documentary ' evidence, more
weight, and a fuller legal sanction than
they have hitherto received.

To those who may feel objections to
the depositing of the Dissenting Regis-
ters in a Central Public Office, I am iu-
structed to observe, that when the
general system of Registration, appointed
by the recent Act, shall come into ope-
ration after the ist of March, 1857, the
necessity for keeping Registers at the
Dissenting Chapels will cease, and there
will consequently be danger of their
being lost :—at all events there will be
great and increasing difficulty in proving,
for legal purposes, that the document
produced in a Courtas a Register Book,
comes from what such Court will consi-
der as the proser custody. There ap-
pears to be no adequate provision against
these inconveniences, except the plan of
depositing and arranging the documents
in a Public Office, when the ohject of
their continuance in private custody
sball be at an end.

The Commissioners are -aware, that
some inconvenience may arise from the
transmission of Registers which are in
present use, 'since the substitute, pro-
vided by the late Act for a General
Registration, will not come into opera~
tion till-after the 1st of March ensuing.
Should any such inconvenience be appre-
hended, the Commissioners will, if de-
sired, return the Register with the least
possible delay. This may be done with
regard to congregations in London, with-
out difficulty ; but, with regard to con-
gregations in the Country, the Com-
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issioners would strongly recommend
that a new book, of a convenient size,
should be prepared for any subsequent
entries that muy be necessary until the
new system of Registration shall come
into operation—which supplementary
matter may be afterwards transmitted to
the proper depository, together with
any other books which may have been
previously lodged in their office.

You will greatly promote the speedy
and effectual discharge of the duty en-
trusted to the Commissioners, by doing
all in your power to make this commu-
nication known to your congregation,
and also in any quarter from which you
think information may be obtained. For
this purpose, duplicates of the Questions
and of the Certificate are inclosed, and
additional copies may be obtained from
this Office, .

Any letters in reply to this Circular,
or with reference to the subjects herein
mentioned, may be sent by the post,
addressed as follows :

ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE.

The Secretary of State,
Home Office,

} Whitehall.

I am ‘Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,
JOHN 8, BURN,
Secretary.

Registration
Commission.

[Circurar.] .
REGISTRATION COMMISSION.

Questions referred to id the Circular
Letter.

1. Are you or have you been Minister,
Trustee, or Member, or Represen-
tative of any Minister, Trustee, or
Member of any and what Chapel,
respecting the Register of which you
can give information ; or in what way
have you been connected with any
such? State the name, denomination,
and situation of such Chapel.

2. Is the Chapel or the Congregation
subsisting?  Or if dissolved, when
dissolved? -

3. Has any Register Book or Books of
Births, Baptisms, Deaths, or Burials,
or of Marriages before the Marriage
Act of 1753, been kept by the Minis-
ter or Trustee or other Church Offi-
cer of such Chapel, or in connexion
with it?

4. State over what period such Register
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or Registers extend, How many are

there ?

5. Who is the minister, who the princi-
pal scting T'rustees, Deacons, or other
Church Officers of the Chapel with
which you are connected ?

6. In wbose custody is such Register
Book or Books; and where is it de-
posited? In whose custody has it
usuully been kept, and where has it
been usuully deposited ?

7. If you know of any Register being
lost, state the time and occasion of
the loss to the best of your informa-
tion.

8. Will you, or will the party having
the custody of any Register, produce
it or send it to the Commissioners?
By what mode of conveyance will it
be sent? If you do not produce or
send it, state the reason.

9. If you know of any Register, which
is not in your possession, give an
account of it, as far as you are able,
where it is, and what is the name and
address of the person who has it.

10. May any Register sent by you to
the Office of the Commissioners, re-
main in the custody of the Board for
the purposes mentioned in the Circu-
lar Letter? If you have any objec-
tion toits being so deposited, state it.

11. Have you in your custedy or power
the Register Book (not parochial) of
any other Chapel or Burial-ground?

12. Can you give information as to any
such Registers in the possession of
private persons? Communicate all the
information in your power.

Signature of the Person an-
swering the above Questions. §

BAPTIST CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCIET Y
(To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.)
Sig,

I cannot think of leaving London
without expressing, what I deeply feel,
my unfeigned gratitude to Christian
friends for their liberal attention to the
object of my visit to Britain. To this
gratitude they are not more entitled for
having given, than for the manner in
which they have given. The cheerful-
ness with which contributions have been
made both in England and Scotland has
often reminded me of Macedonian libe-
rality, *“ They prayed us with much en-
treaty,” &ec. Expecting soon to leave
my native land once more, to join my
beloved brethren in Canada, 1 carry with
me grateful remembrances of British
liberality and Christian love. A consi-
derable suin is yet necessary in the firss
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instance to establish our institution, as
well as annual subscriptions for its sub-
sequent support, and that of the missions ;
bat from the proofs I have had of the
rendiness to meet the claims of Canada,
1 cannot doubt these supplies will be
cheerfully furnished through the me-
dium of ‘the * Baptist Canadian Mis-
stonary Society.”

There is an important department of
our Collegiate Institution to which [
fear T have not given sufficient promi-
nence in my representations, namely,
the Library. Good books on literature
or religion, . as it might be supposed, are
scarce in Canada ; so, also, are philoso-
phical instruments. To supply us with
a few of these would be conferring a
great benefit; permit me, therefore, to
beg attention to this point. Elementary
works in Greek and Latin might be of
great service to us, though now of little
use to the owners. 1 conclude with the
hope that this will not be overlooked by
our numerous friends. May the blessing
of them who are ready to perish, still
continue to rest on my much loved
country! Farewell.

Jorn Girmore.
Camberwell Grove, Dec. 15th, 1836.

The Rev. J. Davies, of Hatfield Street,
Blackfriars, will kiudly take charge of
donations of books, &c.

Subscriptions and donations will be
thankfully received by John Try, Esq.,
7, Park Place, Camberwell Grove;
Rer. John Dyer, Fen Court; and the
Rev. E. Davis, 136, Princes Road,
Lambeth. The following have heen re-
ceived since your last number was pub-
lished.

Don. Ann. Subs.
£ s d £ s d
110

N
»

Mr. J. Bennett
Mr. Bowen..
Joseph Guuendge,
Mr. Wondward
Thomas Bliss, Esq. .
W. p. Bart]ev.v., Esq
Mr. Blades. . .
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Miss Everett.... ...
Mrs. Stevenson....
Mr. C. T. Toswill. .
Rev. W. A. Balter,
J. Dawson, Esq
Jobn Sheppard,
Frome......
S. Addinsell.
Mr. J. Obre..
Mary Seer. .
Mrs. Smith......
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Mr. Rodgers. ..
My, Spurden
Miss Diana Spurden. .. ...
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James Dowie, Esq .
Mr. 8. Ridley .
Mrs. Millard.
Mr. Benham............. 5
Rev. Dr. Cox, (in books
). B. Cox, Esq,
Collcctlon at Rev, C. Da

vis’s  Chapel, Regent

Street, Lam| eth. .. veee
Mr. Marten ..... ..
Miss Marten. ..
Miss C. Marten,
A Little Girl......
Two Little Boys,
A Friend..
Mr. Booth. .
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Mr. John Strang
Mr. Thos. Wear.
Mr. T, Kemp
Mrs, Hoby..

Mrs., Waters. .
Mr. Cotton. .

Mr. Thos. Allen.
Mr. Gamble. .
Mr.J. Goldsm\th
Mrs, Goldsmith, .
Mr. B.Smith..

oo

OO0 OPODDIONOOOOROORALOOD

Collection at Baptist Cha-

pel, Tottenham, ,
Rev, J. Hewling..
Mr. Warmington. .
Mr, Allea..,,.....

Mr. Richards :
Mr. Messer..
Mr, White, ........
Thos. Bickham, Esq .
— Laundy, Esq........
Young Ladies at Misses
Hague’s School..
Mr. W, Pike.....
Mr. Viucent.
Mr. Pope. .
Mr. Gibson......
John Walton, Esq
Miss Dermer.......
P. Ellis, Esq..
Mr. Shippen
Mr. J. E, Howard

-
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Mr. J. R. Carter......
Mr. Jsaac Braithwaite
Mr. Hoby............ 1
Mrs, J. Broadley Wilsou. . ‘20
Miss Gozzard....ceo00ve. 3
John Williams, Esq
Mrs. Flower. .
Miss Flower..
Mrs. Clarke, and
John Brockett, Esq
H. Tritton, Esq. .

Mrs. Holdaworth
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LOWER TROSNANT, PONTYPOOL, MON-

MOUTHSHIRE.

The formation of the Knglish Baptist
church at Lower Trosnant, Ponty-
pool, Monmouthshire, and the recog-
uition of the Rev. T. Thomas, late of
Henrietta Street, London, as its pastor.

August 2, the above church was
formed at half-past six in the evening.
The congregation met at the Welsh
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Baptist Meeting, Trosnant, which was
kindly lent for the occasion. Brother
S, Price, Abersychan, commenced the
service by reading the Scriptures and
prayer; brother D. R, Stephen, Swan-
sen, delivered the introductory discourse,
brother D. Phillips, Caerleon, asked
the questions usual upon such occasions,
and brother T. Morgan, Birmingham,
supplicated the throne of grace, for a
blessing on tbe union thus formed ; after
which brother 'M. Thomas, Aberga-
venny, delivered au interesting discourse
upon mibpisterial integrity ; and brother
W. H. Murch, Stepney College, ad-
dressed the newly-formed church from
Phil. i. 27.

WELSH AND ENGLISH BAPTIST EDUCATION
SOCIETY, PONTYPOOL (LATE  ABER-
GAVENNY),

The above Society held its twenty-
ninth Anniversery, August 3, at the
English Baptist Meeting, Lower Tros-
nant, Pontypool. At half-past ten,
A, M., the members of the Society,
with other friends, assembled for public
worship, when brother J. Ervans,
Caerleon, read the Scriptures, and
prayed ; hrother T. Thomas, Newcastle-
Emlyn, preached in Welsh, 1 Tim. iv,
12 ; and brother E. Willisms, M. A.,
'l‘élrapstone, in English, Eccles. xii. 9,
10.

Immediately after the public service,
the members of the Society attended to
the business of the Meeting, the Presi-
dent, the Rev, T Thomas, in the chair.

Among other resolutions which were
then unanimously passed, were the
following.

Resolved, That this Meeting respect-
fully and affectionatelytender to the Rev.
M. Thomas its" warmest thanks for the
valuable services which by the grace of
God Le has been enabled to render to
this Society, This meeting cannot but
feel that the disinterestedness, punctu-
ality, zeal, constancy, and perseverance
evinced by its respected friend, in the
discharge of the onerous duties of his
office as president of this institution
during the long period of nearly thirty
years,’ entitle him to much iore than
this expression of the gratitude of the
Society ; and begs to assure him, that
its earnest wishes and prayers for his
peace, happiness, end prosperity, during
his remaining days, shall attend him in
that more retired station to which he
has withdrawn.,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Meet-

31

ing be given to the church assembling
in Henrietta Street, Brunswick Square,
London, for the very kind and Chris-
tian manner in which they have given
up their beloved pastor, at the invitation
of the Committee to become the Presi-
dent of this Institution, and begs to as-
sure them that they would not have
urged his removal from a station of so
much usefulness, had they not been fully
convinced that the Providence of God
was directing their and hig attention to
a sphere of greater importance to the
cause of the Redeemer; and earnestly
hope that ue who is the meaD over all
things to the church, may soon and effi-
ciently supply that station which has
been thus vacated.

Resolved, That this Meeting deeply
feelsits obligation to the Managers of
tbe Baptist Fund in Loudon, for their
valuable grant of books to the Library
of the Institution.

Resolved, That the thanks of this
Meeting be given to those individuals
who have kindly advanced the requisite
sum for the erection of the new Aca-
demy-house at Penygarn, and that the
Committee be recommended to adopt
immediate measures for making the same
the property of the Society, and invest-
ing it in TRUsT with the existing pro-
perty of the Society for the purposes of
the Institution.

The above Institution, the principal
object of which is, to furpish young
men designed for the Christian minis-
try in the Principality, with a thorough
grammatical acquaintance with the
English lapguage, and otherwise fit
them for the more efficient discharge of
the duties of their office, was conducted
for nearly thirty years, at Abergavenny,
under the able superintendence of the
Rev, M, Thomas, but, in consequence
of his baving resigned his office in July
last, the Institution has been removed to
Pontypool, and is now conducted by
the Rev. T. Thomas, late of Henrietta
Street, London. The Lord grant, that
under his care it may yet thrive and
flourish, and be made a great blessing to
the churches of the Redeemer in the
Principality.

HERTS. AND SOUTH BEDS. BAPTIST UNION,

The autumnal meeting of the Herts.
and South Beds. Baptist Union, was held
at Leighton-Buzzard, on Wednesday,
Oct.19. The Rev. Wm. Upton, of St.
Albans, preached, in the morning, from
2 Thess, 1. 12. Tle alternoo2 was
devoted to the public business of the
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Association ; and in the evening, ad-
dresses were delivered to the different
classes of oharacter composing the
congregation, by the Rev. Messrs. Bur-
gess, Hopley, Theobald, Upton, and
Adey. A numerous company took
dinner and tea in the school-room. De-
votion and harmony distinguished the
proceedings of the day. The next meet-
ing of the Union will be held at Market
Street, in April, when the Rer. T. Hop-
ley, of Hemel-Hempstead, has been
requested to preach, and the Rev. E.
Hull, of Watford, to write the Annual
Letter to the churches.

CHAPEL DEBTS.

A General Meeting of the friends
connected with the Baptist Denomina-
tion in Liverpool, was holden on the
18th of October, in Lime Street Chapel,
for the purpose of forming a board to
regulate the admission of applications
on behalf of clhiapel d&bts, on the follow-
ing principles; Rev. J. Lister, in the
chair. Resolved,

1. That the Board consist of the mi-
nisters, and four members from each
congregation of Lime Street, Byron
Street, Cockspur Street, acd Great
Crosshall Street chapels.

IL. That the Board meet once every
quarter.

II1. Thatthe following cousiderations
shall weigh with the Board in sanction-
ing cases.

1. No case to be received till the
chapel be put into the hands. of trus-
tees, and enrolled.

2. A preference to be given to cases
according to their proximity to Liver-
pool, other things being eqnal.

3. The exertion made by the friends
of the chapel soliciting aid, and tbeir
avoiding useless expense.

4, The sanction of the churches in the
more immediate neighbourhood.
1V. That not more than two cases be

selected by the Board, for admission each

quarter.

V. That the cases be sanctioned by
the signatures of the Chairman and Se-
cretary.

V1. That Mr.John Jones, of Everton
Crescent, be Chairman ; and Mr. J. J.
Godfrey, Surgeon, Renshaw Street, Se-
cretary,

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH,
WEM, SHROPSHIRE.

The only account on record of the ori-
gin of the Baptist church at Wem, is in
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the hand-writing of the late Rev, T.
Palmer, of Shrewsbury, from which the
following extract is taken :-—

In the year 1813, about the month of
April, Mr. James Fenn came to reside
in Wem ; he, with several others, as-
sembled together for reading the Scrip-
tures and prayer; at length they in-
vited the Baptist ministers who resided
in the county to come snd preach in
Wem. A loase was taken of some pre-
mises at the end of High-street, which
were fitted up at an expense of about
£30. This place was opened in Aug.,
1813, when Mr. J. Yates, then at Whit-
church, preached from 1 Cor, ii. 2, and
Mr. Palmer, of Salop, from Psalm xx.
5. They, with several others, continued
to supply Wem, and mauny attended.

After some time, Mr. Fenn, who had
heen baptized in London, acd was a
member of the church' in Shrewshury,
began to exhort, and also opsned a
school for the instruction of children ;
but, being greatly inconvenienced for
the want of a larger and more suitable
place of worship, after much consulta-
tion, application was made to a geotle-
man, who, having premises in Cripple-
street, sold as much as was deemed ne-
cessary for the erection of the present
chapel, and a small dwelling-house ad-
joining, the whole expense of purcbase
fitting-up, &c., was about £566, to-
wards which the sum of #£336 has.been
collected, leaving a debt of £230 upon
the place.

On the 26th and 27th of September,
1814, tho Baptist ministers in  the
county held their quarterly meeting
here, when the vew chapel was opened.
Mr. Palmer, of Salop, preached from
Zech. vi. 15; Mr, Gozney, of Brosely,
from Jokn vii. 36. On the 27th, Mr.
Hinmers, now of Oakham, preached
from John i. 15, when Mr. Palmer bap-
tized four persons. )

On Jan. 3, 1815, Mr. Palmer again
baptized seven others. Mr. Hinmers
preached on the occasion from Colos. ii.
6, when the above were formed into a
church.

Jan. 8th was observed as a day of
fasting and prayer, hy the churcb, who
alterwards invited Mr. Fenn to become
their pastor; and, on February 14th, he
was set apart for that office, Mr.
Thomas, of Brosely, esplained the na-
ture of a Gospel church; Mr. Palmer
offered the ordination prayer, accom-
panied with laying on of hands, and de-
livered the charge to Mr. Fenn from 1
Tim. iv. 16 ; and Mr. Pain, of Oswestry,
addressed the church.
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Mr. Fenn continued his labours for
ubout two years, with apparent success,
when r sudden change in his views on
the ordinance of baptism (which views
he two years afterwards renounced)
digsolved the conmexinn. From this
period up to the year 1832, various
ministers sustained the pastoral office,
the greater part of which was by the
Rev. W. Gough, now of Worcester. The
church at this time became destitute of a
pastor : the smallness of their number,
the deep poverty of the people, and
burdened with a debt, united in bring-
ing them into a very distressed state.
In this situation they had no other al-
ternative but to apply to the Baptist
Home Mission.® In answer to their
application, the Rev. Mr. Stephens was
sent, who remained with the church
nearly four years, when an application
was made for his services at Kidder-
minster, and after preaching two Sab-
baths, they gave him a call, which he
accepted.

The church is again destitute of a
pastor ; never at any former period did
they feel more disposed for exertion
than the present; never was there a
greater spirit of inquiry. Yet they are
poor, many have been removed by
deatb ; and the chureh is quite unable to
‘invite ang' ore to the pastoral office so
long as the present debt remains. They
therefore affectionately and fervently
appeal to the religious public, to assist
them in getting off this sum, which is
about £230, so that they may be enabled
to have one who shall dispense unto
them the word of life. It is earnestly
hoped that the religious public will
testify their sympathy by sending their
contributions ag under.

Any donation will be thankfully re-
ceived by the Rev. John Dyer, 6, Fen-
court, Fenchurch-street ; or to Messrs.
Prescott, Grote, and Co., Bankers, 62,
. Threadneedle-street, London, on the
joint account of Messrs. Onslow and
Harris, with the Wem Branch of the
Northern and Central Bank of England,
Wem.

Signed, on behalf of the church,

Tuomas Davres.
G. T. Harnris,

* The church at Wem cannot pass over this
part of their history without acknowledging
their gratitude thus publicly, to the Com-
mittes of the Baptist Home Mission, for the
timely aid they afforded, and also call upon
the religions public for a more liberal support
of that valuable institution, o that the weak
causes of Christ may revive and flourish,
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AVPEAL OF THE BAPTIST CONGREGATION,
DUBLIN, TO THEIR CHRISTIAN
THREN OF EVERY DENOMINATION.
At the commencement of the year,

1834, it was found, thatthe Chapelneed-

ed repairs to the amount of £300, and

the school house required to be rebnilt ;
in these circumstances, it appeared de-
sirable to gell the premises, and to build
others in a better situation. Some re-
spectable members of the Established

Church, at the same time, wished to

purchase the chapel, for the use of tbe

poorer classes of Protestants in the vi-

cinity, who did not attend any parish

church ; and as the doctrines of our

‘“common salvation” would still be

preached in the place, the Baptists sold

it with the greatest willingness. The
sum of £775, after paying the Jaw ex-
penses, was obtained by the sale.

After much inquiry and considera-
tion, an eligible site has at last been ob-
tained—and it is intended to erect n
neat Chapel; rooms fora Sundey and
daily school ; and a dormitory for the
orphans ; the estimated cost of which
is £1800. The Baptists in this city
are, however, but a small community,aad
unable to defray the whole expense of
such an undertaking., The amount of
their present funds is £1145. For the
£655 still wanting, they must depend
on the liberality of the Christian public.

The Baptists, actuated by no secta-
rian motive, do not address tbemselves
to any particular denomination. but to
all who desire the advancement of the
cause of the Redeemer, and entreat their
co-operation in erecting a house, in
which the doctrine of the cross will be
preacbed to perishing sinners.

Subscriptions will he received by the
Rev.J. Forp, 1, Rathmines Road.
Capt. Marssarr, R.E,, Williams Park,

Rathmines.

Mr. Parner, North Earl Street,

Mr. Parsss, 63, Camden Street.

Mr. Purser, James's Gate.

December 5th, 1836.

URE-

ORDINATION.
ENSHAM, OXFORDSHIRE.

On Tuesday, the 22nd October,
1836, brother Henry DNathews was
ordained Pastor over the Baptist Church
at Eosham, in Oxfordshire. Brother
Copley, of Oxford, gave the charge to
the minister, from 2 Cor. iv. 2.; brother
Glanville, of Wantage, preached to the
Church, from 1 Thess. v. 11, 12. Mr.
Mathews was a member of the Baptist
Church at New York, under the p;stom]
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care of the Rev. H. Cone, of the Trien-
nial Convention, and bore with him to
tngland the highest testimonials to his
cl}ax'acter,and an introductory letter from
his pastor, o Dr. Cox, and the Rev,
John Dyer.

The cause at Ensham had long been
in a declining state, but there is every
prospect of a glorious revival, under the
ministry of brother Mathews.

CHAPELS OPENED, &ec.

-—
MURSLEY, BUCKS.

A new Baptist meeting-house was
opened at Mursley, Bucks., on the 14th
of September, 1836. Mr. F. Franklin,
of Coventry, preached in the morning,
from Psalm xxzvi. 8; Mr. Theobald,
from Fenny Stratford, from John iv. 24,
and Mr. P. Tyler, of Haddenham, from
2 Thess. i. 7—10. Several neighbour-
ing ministers of different denominations
assisted in the devotional services. Our
venerable and esteemed brother Frank-
lin, expressed his pleasure at the con-
trast he now witnessed in the village to
what it was in the days of his youth,
when he used to go alittle distance from
his native place to hear the gospel in
the Established church. At that
time,”’ he said, ““ I do not remember to
have known one praying godly family
in the village; but now I trust there
are many. 1 must also express my
pleasure at the conduct of your worthy
and liberal clergyman, who has kindly
granted us the loan of several seats for
our present accommodation.”  The
place was crowded to excess, so that
Mr. Theohald was obliged to preach in
the open air. With the liberal aid of
one friend from Oxford, the prompt
kindness of many more, and the collec-
tions of the day, no debt remained on
the place, but a few pounds will be ne-
cessary to complete the inside.

It will be gratifying to the friends of
the Baptist Home Missionary Society
to learn, that the ten pounds they liber-
ally granted to this cause in 1819, has
been blessed as the means of so much
good being done. The other place thut
had been fitted up and let, at a yearly
rent, to the Bucks. Association, is sold
and takep down, and this neat and com-
modious meeting-house has arisen, and is
invested in trust, for the use of the deno-
mination. “The Lord lLath done great
things for this poor people, of which we
are glad.”
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FARSLEY, VYORKSHIRG,

On the 11th Dec., o new Baptist cha-
pel was opened at Farsley, near Brad-
ford. Tt will seat nearly 700 persons.
Mr. Saunders began the services of the
day by giving out the 132ud psalm, he
also read and prayed; after which, a
sermon was preached by the Rev. R.
W. Hamilton, (Indep.) of Leeds; in
the afternoon and evening sermons were
preached by the Rev. I. Birt, of Man-
chester; and J. E. Giles, of Leeds.
Ontlie Lord’s day following three sermons
were preached by the brethren H. Dow-
son, Bradford ; J. Macpherson, of Hull;
and Ely, (Indep.) of Leeds. The collec-
tions on the two days amounted to about
£254, in addition to upwards of _£400
which had heen previously raised by the
congregation.”

LEEDS, YORASHIRE.

The Baptist chapel, South Parade,
Leeds, was re-opened on Friday, Nov,
23d., and following Sunday, when ser-
mons were preached by the Rev. James
Acworth, M. A ; R. W. Hamilton ; Dr.
Raffles ; J. Birt, and H. Dowson.

The chapel in its present state seats
1400 persons, and is one of the most
complete and elegant Dissenting struc-
turesin the kingdom. The cost of the
enlargement, £1700, together with that
of the first erection, £5,250, has been
defrayed by the church and congregation,
who have also built another chapel at
Hunslet,in the immediate neighbourhood
of Leeds, which will accommodate 800
hearers, and will be opened (. V.) on
Friday, Jan. 6th, 1837,

BAPTIST CHAPEL, ROMNEY STREET,
WESTMINSTER.

This Meeting-house has been placed
in trust, and the trust-deed has been ex-
amined and approved by Mr. Paxon,
solicitor to the Building Fund. The
heavy debt remaining upon the building
has compelled tbe church to apply to
the religious public, and the Rev. Mr,
Hewlett, the pastor of the church, is
devoting a large portion of his time in
making application to those persons who
feel interested in the spread of the gos-
pel in this necessitous district. The
circumstances are fully atated in the
¢ case,” but particular attention is soli-
cited to the fact that, while the parish of
St. John the Evangelist contains 22,648
souls, there is only accommodation in
places of wership for 2000, Donations
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will he thunkfully received by Rév. J.
Dyer, Fen Court ; Mr, Wightman, 24,
Paternoster Row; or Mr. Biggs, 53,
Parlinment Street, Westminster.

DEVONSHIRE SQUARE CHAPEL.

At a church meeting, held Nov. 21st,
in the nbove place of worship, the fol-
lowing resolution. was unanimously

assed :— .
¢ That the most grateful acknowledg-
ments be presented to those ministers,
who, during the suspension of the pub-
lic labours of theiresteemed pastor, Mr.
Price, 80 kindly and efficiently occupied
the pulpit.” )

NOTICES.

The Quarterly Meeting of the London
Baptist Association, will be held on
Thursday, the 19th of January, at Little
Wild Street. The Rev. J. Upton, of
Poplar, will preach in the evening. Ser-
vice to commence at half-past six
o’clock.

The Rev. James Cubitt, of Ilford,
hos accepted the unanimous invitation
of the church worshipping in Payton
Street, Stratford-on-Avon, to become
their pastor, and intends commencing
his ministry in that place, on the second
Sabbath in the new year,

We are requested to state, that the
public meeting announced in dur last
to be Leld on the 3rd inst., at the Baptist
Chapel, Clapham, is' unavoidably de-
layed till the 10th inst.

Those ministers and friends who have
long wished to see a place of worship
more suited to the wants of the denomi-
vation, and the character of the neigh-
bourhood, it is earnestly hoped will be
present on the above occasion.

Tea will be provided at Five o’clock,
in the vestry, and the chair to be taken
at Six precisely.

RECENT DEATHS.

DR. RIPPON,

We have to announce the death of the
Rev, Dr. Rippon, which took place on
Saturday, Dec. 17th, in the 86th year of
his age.

This venerable minister was pastor of
the Baptist church formerly worshipping
in Carter-lane, Tooley-street, South-
wark, from whjch place they wore re-
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moved i consequence of the building of
the new London Bridge, and subse-
quently assembled in new Park Street.
In his pastoral office he laboured with
great success for a number of yvears,
perhaps without any precedent. He ac-
cepted this cherge on the 1st of An-
gust, 1774, which office he filled for up-
wards of 63 years. It is worthy of re-
mark that Dr. Rippon succeeded the
venerahle and learned Dr.John Gill, who
was pastor of the same church for the
period of 54 years, by which it appears
that the pastoral office of this church
was filled by these two eminent servants
of God for the period of 117 years.

The interment took place in Bunhill-
fields burying-ground on the following
Satarday, about three o’clock, Rev. Dr.
Cox addressed the assembled mourners
from .the pulpit of the late pastor; the
Rev. C. Room spoke over his grave ; and
on the Sabbath morning, the Rev. Dr.
Collyer preached the funeral sermon at
New Park Street chapel, Southwark,
from Heb. ix.27, 28.

MRS, S. WILLIAMS,

On the Sabbath morning of Nov. 13th,
1836, died Mrs. Sarah Williams, the he-
loved wife of the Rev. Daniel Williams,
pastor of the Baptist church, Fairford.
For about fifty years, she shared the joys
and sorrows of her highly esteemed part-
ner ; during the same period, she walked
bolily and in love before her family, and
the church of Christ ; and after entering
upon the eighty-first year of her life,
she departed in peace to the enjoy ment
of her heavenly home.

REV. J. TURQUAND.

Died on the 6th Dec. 1835, after a
few days illness, in bhis fiftieth year, the
Rev. James Turquand, pastor of the
Baptist Church, Milford, near Lyming-
ton, Hants, He was lineally descended
from a respectable family which fled
from France, at the impolitic and cruel
revocation of the edict of Nantz, by
Louis XIV. Amiable in his temper,
hospitable to his friends, and laborious
in his ministry, he usefully occupied the
sphere in which divine providence had
placed him, The great Head of the
Church honoured his ministry with iw-
portaut results. He was suddenly and
unexpectedly taken to his final reward,
amid the regrets of a large circle of
Christian  friends, and also of _his
ministering brethren in the immediate
vicinity, between whom and himself,
nearly twenty years of affectionute co-
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operation and uninterrupted harmony
had subsisted. May the Lord soon pro-
vide a holy and useful minister for the
destitute church, as his successor!

REY. 8. SUMMERS, BRISTOL-

Early on Thursday morning, Dec. 15th,
in the 46th year of his age, this minister
of the gospel was suddenly removed
from a scene of active and extenmsive
usefulness, which he had occupied but
little more than three years. The day
previous to his removal he was dining
with a friend in his usual health, and in
the afternoon took a walk round the
square with a clergyman in the neigh-
bourhood.  Between two snd three
o’clock in the morning, perceiving him-
self somewhat indisposed, he requested
Mrs. Summers to procure him a glass of
water, which she did ; he then said he
was better, and laid himself down, but
it was to rise Do more among the living ;
his spirit instantly escaped, without any
other intimation to himself or his dis-
tressed family., His remains were fol-
lowed by ministers of all denominations
of Christians in Bristol, and are depo-
sited in the same voult with the remains
of the venerated dead—Ryland, Ander-
son,and Hall. Mr. Crisp conducted the
funeral service at his interment; and his
funeral sermon, through the incapacity
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of h!s friend and brother, Mr. Price, of
Devonshire Square, on whom it would
most naturally have dovolved, was
preached by the Rev. E. Steane, of
Camherwell. It is hoped a more full
account will be furnished in a future
number of this work : but we cannot
close this brief notice without express-
ing an earnest hope that a volume or
two of his sermons will be instantly
prepared for the press, as it is well
known they were fully written out hy
himself, and that they will be accom-
panied by such memorials of ‘his history
as his character deserves, and his friends
expect.,

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Catechism in the Words of Scripture,
for Sunday Schools. pp. 16.

Memoirs of the Life and Christian
Lxperience of Samuel Bagster, Jun. By
John Broad. Neat cloth, boards. Price
4s. 6d.

Mr. W. Jones,” Author of the ‘‘His-
tory of the Waldenses,” has in tbe Press
2 Volume of Sermons, which, it is ex-
pected, will make its appearance on the
st of March.

The New Testament of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, with the Text of
the Common ‘[ranslation arranged in
Paragraphs, and Illustrated by Rheto-
rical Punctuation,—In two Parts.

DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS.

The following sums, from the profits

of this work, were voted to the widows

whose initials follow, at the meeting of proprietors, on Tuesday, the 20th ult,

RECOMMENDED BY

L E. 3 S. Price
[ B R R . .
ﬁ'E c£4.. i vesnsod. Edwards.
J. 1S 2N E. Evaps
8. N J. Williamson.
E. Qi J. Puatis
E. Bt e e W. Yates
E. 5. veeiesrvenesoss..B. Price.
A J. Trimming,

Bl PROPpRRPEENP Ry

.......... J. Edwards,
*..T. Thomas.
veenedd . Carver.
....B. Thomas,
..... . ..J. Jones.
................ ...J. James.
«« D. Wilson.
W. Thomas.

....D, Morrell.
E. A. Claypole.

. +«..E.Mansey.
4.. v eee oo doGreen,
S P , »«B. Evans,
Ja. 2 8. Price.
J. W 3ueeiiveaecsenaaes .. R Ro Stephen,
J.J.o.. 2 J eeiian B. Thomas.
S W Boiin i i J. Edwards.
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Subscriptions and donations received hy the Secrefary, Rev. S. Gregen, Walworth :
Mr. DYER, at the Buptist Mission LRooms; Messrs, MILLARD, Gishopsgale Street ;
SANDERS, [ligh Street, Bloomshury; [.aoprokg & Co., Bankers, Bauk hlilvlinzgs;
Burws & Co., Lothbury ; H. D. Diekig, 13, Bank Steeet, Bdin wrgl; Bev. Vir. INNES.
Frederick Street. Edinburgb; Rev. J. Forn, 6, Upper Cha l-mont ~treet, Dablin; P
3rowN, Exq., Cardigan ; Mr. J. Hopkins, Bull Street, Iirmingham ; Mr, J. F. ALLEN,
Norwich; and any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns.

It should be known that, for thie whole of the Christmas quarter’s salaries the
Committee has to provide by loan at interest; an undesirable, though absolutely
necessary, measure : the amouut, as far as can be ascertained, will be from
£480 to £500. The knowledge of this fact, we hope, will be sufficient to induce
the necessary effort among our friends.

As it has heen determined to alter the time of holding the Baptist missionary
meetings to an earlier period in the year than hitherto, we take the first oppor-
tunity of announcing that the accounts for the next report must close on the 20th
of April, instead of Juue 6th, as advertised in last report. Our public meeting
will be held, in all probability, on Tuesday evening, May 2d, at an hour and place
to be afterwards announced.

In a former Chronicle it was ohserved that, as Mr. Davis is now almost wholly
employed in collecting for the Society, it became requisite to supply the station at
Clonmell in snme other way than hitherto. During Mr. Davis’s absence our
meeting-house bas been well occupied by the Rev. Mr. Dill, a presbyterian minister,
who is raising a congregation in that town ; still, it was deemed not desirable to
abandon such a station. Accordingly, Mr. Thomas Smith, late of Stepney, has
proceeded thither; and but for the eflects of a severe cold, caught in removing,
would ere now have commenced his labours. A letter from him, of Dec. 14, savs:
I much regret that your Society should bave found me at the outset a useless and
unprofitable labourer. A sick room is an'unfavourable post of observation, or field
of action ; though a useful retreat for an estimate of our resources, and the practical
discovery of where our strength lies. In this view, I hope the last three weeks
have not wholly been lost upon me, Life is short—health is precarious—souls are
perishing—eternity is at hand—what calls to work while it is called ¢to-day’!
We know that we possess the talent—but we know not the measure of time allotted
for its employment. How solemn, then, the charge : ¢ Occupy, till I come.” Any-
thing which serves to add solemnity to tbe trust 1s a messenger of God for good.
I hope to preach next Lord’s-day here; and the following to be at Thurles, wbich
place I have not yet been able to reach. As to methods of doing good, both here
and there, I shall hope to know and report something in my next communication.”

Mr. Davis islikely to remove to Loudon, in order that he may be more efficiently
employed in pleading the cause of the Society wherever his services in that depart-
ment may be needed.

The Society has also just engaged, as daily reader, under Mr. Bates’s direction,
a Mr. Mulhern, who has heretofore been occupied occasionally in a similar manner.

From Mr, MuLuerN to Mr. Bates.
Coolavin, Oct. 22, 1836.
Rev, Sir,

As you must, from your visits to this
part of the country, be too well aware
of the more thanordinary opposition with
which the gospel of truth, and its advo-
cutes, have to contend, I need not in-
form you that,while you have the pleasure
to see popery, in many parts of vour ex-
tensive district, hang down its head asif
ashamed to stand bhefore the truths of
revelation, in this benighted vicinity it
reigns almost without a blush. And

were I to select a neighbourhood where
nominal protestantism most closely vies
with popery for ignorance of and opposi-
tion to the gospel message of mercy,
this should be the one. Still, I don’t
feel discouraged ; for I know that, as
the strong walls of Jericho fell before
the sounds of rams’ horns, God’s ap-
pointed means, so shall also the stern
walls of mystery Babylon yet fall pros-
trate before the sound of the gospel, to
rise no more. Therefore, I thank God,
and take courage.

1t is now about four months since [
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established a little meeting at Clougher
school-house,where I attend every second
Lord’s-day evening, and read a chapter,
with some remarks and observations.
The general attendance was from six-
teen to twenty at first, but has increased
since to from twenty to twenty-six;
some of whom sre roman catholics, and
some more protestants, who are not in
the habit of attending any other place
of worship. This place is about four or
five miles {from my residence.

About six weeks ago I invited some of
my neighbours,in whom I found a desire,
to come to my own house every evening
that it might suit their convenience, for
the purpose of reading a chapter or two
of that word, which, through faith in
Christ Jesus, is able to make wise unto
eternal life. Some of them accepted
the invitation; so that this has since,
under God’s blessing, grown into a
daily meeting; where, on week-day
erenings, six or seven, and on sabbath
evenings, generally nine or ten persons,
attend. The plan which I have adopted
in this case is, for every person who
can read to read a verse in turn, while
I ask questions, and make remarks as
they proceed. In this way we get
through a chapter of the 'Old, and one
of the New Testament, every evening.
I have not only to endeavour to incul-
cate doctrine, but also to explain the
simple meaning of words, as to children
in a Sunday school ; though some of
them, who occasionally attend, bave
reached to their sixtieth year, and have
all that time been known by the name
of protestant! O, that those who are
permitted, yea, exhorted, to read the
scriptures, would exercise their great
privilege! I think I can say that the
Lord is giving some marks of his ap-
probation to this weak effort to extend
the knowledge of him, whom to know
is eternal life.

I sball now merely give you an ac-
count of one or two occurrences in re-
ference to my casual engagements on
sabbath days, which - will serve as a
specimen. Ob returning from B., a few
weeks ago, on a Lord’s-day evening, I
called at the house of J. D., at Mol-
laughroe, and found five roman catholics
assembled. After some time [ suc-
ceeded in drawing their attention to 2
religious conversation; and from malk-
ing some remarks on God’s love to poor
perishing sinners, as exemplified in the
gift of his Son, I opened the Testament
and commenced reading JSobn iii. 16.
P'hey all lictened with merked attention
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for nearly a quarter of an hour, when
one man asked me if I believed what
was said of Peter, in the 16th chap. of
Matthew, in my own Testament, Isaid
that I did. He then asked me to read
the passage. “ Now,” exclaimed he,
““did not Christ there promise to build
his church on Peter as the foundation?”
I then proceeded to show from the pas-
sage that Christ, from the pbrase * this
rock,” intended himself, and not Peter;
he soon interrupted me, by saying, that
I was endeavouring to make the people
believe false doctrine, and that T denied
what my own scripture plainly taught.
After some time, however, when he had
given sufficient vent to a burst of angry
feeling, 1 said, that I could, if per-
mitted, prove from the scriptures, that
Christ, and not Peter, was and is the
foundation of his church. One said
(promising that I should not be inter-
rupted or molested), ¢ go on.”” I then
read, making remarks on each passage,
1 Cor.iii. 10, 11; x.4; 1 Pet. ii. 6;
and Eph. ii. 20. None of them at-
tempted to answer my.arguments ; but
all seemed much struck at the force of
them. The above opponent has since
applied to me for a Testament, and I
gave it him, and find that he has applied
himself to reading it. May the Lord
accompany his own word with the
Spirit’s power to his heart!

1 have distributed all the tracts that
you gave me, and wish much that I had
a few more. Tracts, as well as the
Bible, are quite strangers among these
mountain cabins, and are, therefore, the
apter to gain attention. I have known,
in some cases, all the members of a
family to suspend their several employ-
ments, and assemble in a group, while
one of them would read through a tract
aloud. I find that such tracts as com-
bine narrative with gospel effects are
most likely to be useful.

From Micu. MuLuanrky to Mr. ALLEN.
Ballina, Oct. 20, 1836,
Rev. Sir, -

From the happy effects produced by
the circulation of divine truth in this
country, in removing deeply-rooted pre-
judice, and overcoming_error, it 18 evi-
dent that the arm of the Lord is employed
to render the kingdom of Christ univer-
sal. Herotofore it would he insulting a
Roman catholic, to ask him to attend the
public preaching of the gospel ; hut naw,
in many instances, when we invite them,
they appear thankful; and when they
come, their seriousness and attention
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wonld do credit to professors of the
gospel. Some time ago, I spent the
greater part of a day, proving, from the
scriptures, the fallaey of the arguments
which he learned from the priest in sup-
port of the popish doctrine, to William
Boland, of Tullglen. When we were
parting, I requested of him to come and
hear me, in ancther pait of the village,
where 1 was going to preach. He com-
plied, reluctantly ; and ever since, if it
should not be convenient to call upon
him, he would reprove me again for not
letting him know, that he might have an
opportunity to hear the gospel. Yester-
day I was stopped in the street by Martin
Culkin, a Latin teacher, from whom most
of the priests of this country received the
greater part of their education, who
has been all his life a bitter enemy to
the gospel. He appeared divested of
prejudice, and surprised that he should
live so long in this town without cul-
tivating an acquaintance with our
people. Although I cannot say that a
radical change has taken place in this
man, 1 trust he is in a fair way of becom-
ing acquainted with the important truths
of religion. Several persons in the
neighbourhoods of our stations, seem to
be turning from idols, to depend upon
the sacrifice of Christ alone, instead of
the sacrifice of the mass, the penances
enjoined, and the absolutions pronounced
by the church of Rome. The friends of
religion can truly say, that the ‘zeal of
the Lord of hosts” has done wonders ;
but much remains yet to be done in this
land of bigotry and superstition. Evan-
gelical truthis however advancing, and it
isin vain thatthe enemies of the Bible try
to stem the progress of religion ; for * the
kingdoms of this world are evidently be-
coming the kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever,” Last Sebbath, after preach-
ing to a large congregation at Mullifary,
many of those who were present accom-
panied me, at a late hour, although the
night was dark and stormy, over fields
and ditches, to o wuke, whbere I preached
principally in lrish, to a house-full of
people, w{)o heard me with marked at-
tention ; and when 1 was leaving, instead
of appearing displeased for having inter-
rupted their amusements, they thanked
me very kindly. I trust the remainder
of the night wns more profitably spent
than they expected, for they seemed more
intent upon talking over w])llat they heard,
than pursuing the sports that are generally
practised at such places, May the Lord
grant that his word thus sown may bring
forth fruit unto eternal life !

e

From Hucu Hoce to Mr. Batrs.
Boyle, Sept. 30, 1336.
Rev. Sir, ’

Language cannot sufficiently describe
the state of the Roman catholic popula-
tion of this country. ¢ Their blind guides
bave taken away the key of knowledge,”
and have imposed the most monstrous
absurdities upon them. Nevertheless,
“ many are going to and fro in the land,”
and light and truth are spreading, and
finding their way through clouds of dark-
ness and superstition, although their pro-
gress hitherto has not been very rapid,
it is sure. May the friends of scriptural
education in Ireland not relax their ef-
forts, until they see its inhabitaats as
distinguished for their knowledge, piety,
and zeal in the Redeemer’s cause, as
they are now for their moral degradation
and misery.

On Lord’s-day, July the tenth, I
visited two Roman catholic families,
residing in Elphin-street, where I beheld
a scene of extreme poverty and afflic-
tion. T endeavoured to improve the
event, by justifying the ways of the all-
wise God towards sinful and rebellious
man; and from various parts of holy
writ, traced these things to the legiu-
mate source of all human suffering,
namely sin ; and then pointed to Him,
“wbo knew no sin, yet was sin for us,
that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him.”

Lord's-day 24th. While in conversa-
tion with Pat C., of Church-street, who
had been a Roman catholic, he said his
ungodly neighbours attributed the late
affliction of himself and family to the
visitation of God, on account of his con-
duct; an opinion not uncommon, when
any person renounces the church of
Rome. This led me to the 37th Psalm,
which describes the experience of David,
confirmed by the testimony of believers
in every age, “ That whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth.” And after mak-
ing o few suitable observations on this
consoling portion of the Old Testament,
I proceeded to supply him, from the
scriptures, with such arguments as would
enable him “to put to silence the igno-
rance of foolish men.”

Lord’s day, August 7th. DMeeting
with James M. of the parish of K.,
county of Mayo, I began to speak on the
peculiarities of Romanism; and on my
pointing out the many blessings of scrip-
tural instruction, he thought to vindicate
the priests from the charge of preventing
the circulation of them among the people
by saying, they often preach from various
passages. ‘To this T replied, by a very
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familiar illustration, that in order to know
the will of God, we should take the
Bible as a whole, “all scripture being
given by the imspiration of God.” To
this he made no objection; and from the
3rd of John’s gospel, 1 laid before him,
and two others, the only means of accep-
tance with God.

Lord’s-day 21st. Having been re-
cently visited by the Rev.W-——s, of
Devonport, he was desirous of witnessing
the mode of proceeding adopted by the
Society’s agents here, while attempting
to enlighten the minds of those “ who are
sitting in the region and shadow of
death.” Brother B. and I accompanied
him to John C.’s, of Jannon, a Roman
catholic, and James R.’s, of Bridge.
street, He read in the house of the
former, for eight persons, the 8th of
Romans, in Irish. One woman answered
for the remainder, and, from her cha-
racteristic manner, and knowledge of
popery, gave our friend the information
he wished for. I read in the latter place,
for five persons, the 2nd of Ephesians,
who heard most attentively; and one
poor woman was greatly affected, on
hearing my observations on this most in-
teresting chapter. When done, our
Rev. friend fully approved of this way
of teaching, saying, he was convinced
that it was the most likely, under the
divine blessing, to effect the conversion
of the benighted population of Ireland.

Lord’s-day, Sept. 18th. Ann H. of
Millmount, one mile from this place,
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had been married to a protestant, which
incurred the displeasure of all her rela-
tives, who say that she is now going to
destruction, This circumstance has been
over-ruled for good, having led her to
examine more particularly the principles
that could lead to such unkind treatment,
This day I entered into a long and, 1
hope, profitable discussion on the doo-
trines of her creed, appealing to the “ law
and testimony,” as the only rule for faith
and practice. She heard all my remarks
with serious attention, made but few ob-
jections, and, on the whole, I believe the
result of this interview will ultimately,
under the teaching of God’s Spirit, cause-
her to renounce the system of that cor-
rupt communion.

Lord’s-day 25th. 1 went to Lugna-
mudda, and entered the dwelling of
Richard T—s, a Roman catholic. Began
to discourse on the doctrines taught in
the 1st chapter of ist Peter. When I
came to a conclusion, he said that he
had been for some time persuaded of the
ahsurdities of the church in which he
was educated. I was greatly surprised
and delighted on learning this, and was
anxious to know more on the subject.
He told me, that having seen so many
things contrary to the truth, he was fully
determined, fearless of the consequencs,,
to take the Bible as his only guide in re-
ligious matters. I advised him to act
cautiously yet determinedly, gave him
such advice as suited his state, and left
him to reflect on what was spoken,

CONTRIBUTIONS.
From November 21, to December 20.

I:aac Brathwaite, Esq. Mecklenburgh.-square, by Rev. John Franks 2 2 o
Misses Dixon, by the Secretary  ........cciiiiieneivaanen. TR 010 0
Cheunies, by the Rev. J. Dyer...... 300
Mr. Davis, Bradford, Yorkshire . 3013 2
HalifaX ......ouvivinnniirennneracennrotsrenasanasersnesan 715 6
Bacup........ 715 ¢
Hebdenbiidge. 810

L - 2310 ¢

Rev. E. Steane and friends, Camberwell ................1.. Creenras 17 ¢ ¢

Parcels, containing articles of clothing and rewards, have been received,
For Mr. Mc Carthy’s Schools, from Mrs. Franks, and young ladies, Kingston.

For Mr. Allen’s, from sundry persons.
Fer Mr. Bates’s, ditto.

Mum.—In a former Chronicle, and in the last Report, page 65, there is an entry in the
following terms :— ) .
Collected in various places, [in I(ent] by the Rev. Wm, Pain £19 4 0
The particulars of this Sum are as follows :—

RYE ooiiinerieiinns o 1 96 | Boro’ Green.............. 314 6
Sandburst ,........ 3 90 Seven Oaks .,..... 7 20
Tenterden, friends. . 014 ¢ Bessels Green ............ 0 5 0
Mr. Atwood....... 100 Mr. Osborne, Marden .. 1 0¢
Mr, Colyer .............. 10 0

J. HADDON, PHINTEKR, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY,
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grace to fecl it so. ASfaras [ have been
concerned, it has been a year of greater
itinerating labuur than any previous one;
and although the results have mot been
cqual to the last, yet have we much to
excite gratitude to God. I have baptized
in the course of the yecar seventeen Siu-

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

COLOMBO.

Extracts of a letter from Mr.
Daniel to tlie Sceretary, dated, Co-

lombo, February 4, 1836.

In reviewing the state of missionary
work during the past year, we have had
many trials and many mercies. 1 will
not allude again to my domestic trials;
you can imagine them better than I ean
express them, But He does all things
well, so we profess to belicve; O for

galese, a part of whom have been united
to the church at Byamville, and a part to
the Singalese church at Colombo. An
aged Singalese member, during the course
of the year, has been vemoved by death.
He appeared to dic in the faith and hope
of the Gospel—his confidence cntirely
fixed on Christ, and the fear of death
haviug no place in his soul. We have
I
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been under the necessity of excluding two
Singalest members, one of whom, for
many ycars, has belonged to the church,
the other of wore recent standing. They,
by the ill counsel of their neighbours,
have bern led astray from the path of
duty, One has Leen vestored, the other,
I think, exhibits a spirit of penitence, but
is not yct re-united to the church, We
have several persons who appear inquir-
ing the road to Zion, with their faces
thitherwards; as was the case with our
first English congregation, but they were
suddenly ordered to Kandy, and thus our
intevcourse with them has been sus-
pended. Mr. Sier’s newly raised congre-
gation in Slave Island continues to pre-
scnt features of encouragement: they are
going on building their place of worship,
and some of them are anxious to become
members of Christ’s church, He bas, in
addition to his services on Friday even-
ing, begun a service on Sunday morning,
and is about to commence a Sabbath.
school there. In consequence of the
Wesleyan missionarics, some time since,
having commenced a Portuguese service
in the Pettah at the same time that he
preaches there, his Sunday evening con-
gregation, which was large, has much di-
minished. Nor have any additions been
made during the present year to the
church there; although it has been
found requisite 10 exclude two aged mem-
bers. I think the Hanwella congregation,
under the care of Carolis, has improved
during the past year. Although the place
of worship has been destroyed by the
floods, more people seem to be inclined
to assemble in the place where worship
is now held, than in the fcrmer place. 1
exceedingly regret I am not able to get
more frequently to Hanwella than I have
lately dome ; but in consequence of the
bridges on the road bcing broken down
and left without repair, there is no going
thither without such an expense as [ am
unwilling, except in cases of emergency,
to incur. I hope, however, in a few
weeks to go there, and do what I can for
the people.  Although, in consequence of
the affliction of my family, the female
school at our own house bas been discon-
tinued ; yet, by the establishment of ano-
ther boy’s school in a populous village,
the amount of the scholars is more than
in the preceding year, some of the
schools having augmented the number of
the scholars. We have now thirteen
schools, with about 600 children. All
our village schools, and one or two in
Colombo, form places of worship, where
divine service is conducted statedly, as
often ag we are able to supply them, In
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this respect the establishment of a school
in a village is a most importavt thing, as
it not only communicatcs instruction to
the youth in that village, but furnishes
the most cflective means we have yet been
able to devise, by which the worship of
God, and the preaching of the gospel can
be regularly attended to in a village, In
a country wheve spiritual death reigas
around us, in the manner in which we
witness it, we nced the out-pouring of the
Spirit of God in a very large degrce. O
let our friends aid us by their earnest
prayers for this great blessing. In the
course of the last year we have in our
Singalese place of worship commenced
monthly protracted prayer-meetings, to
scek the supply of the Spirit’s aid. We
have bad four or five of them, and we
must wiit to see the result in the great-
favour being communicated.

I read with joy the great work of God
which is going on in the West Indies,
and the abundant Ulessing which God is
giving to the labours of our brethren
there. I am perfectly sensible how tame
and feeble all tbe accounts we can send
you from this country must be, compared
to the tidings they communicate. And
when I read the accounts of their nu-
merous congregations—their large body of
communicants—and the hundreds which
almost monthly they are receiving by bap-
tism, and compare them with what we
witness, while I bless God for their suc-
cess, I cannot but feel dejected by the
difficulties with which we are surrounded.
Instead of sceing trooping multitudes
coming from every direction to hear with
joy and animation "the divine word, we
must, by roads inaccessible unless by
walking, go under the ardours of a tropi-
cal sun into their villages to search them
out ; and after having been almost worn
down in the effort to get near them, have
to wait from time to time for theirarrival ;
and, when a few are collected together, in
a most difficult language you must have
recourse to every expedient that parable,
illustration, or reasoning can employ, to
secure their attention, and convey to them
some idea of the way of salvation, hy Jesus
Christ ; and have often to sce one and
anotlier leave the congregation before you
can finish your message—and when you
enter again the village, find very proba-
bly few of those who heard you once
will again listen to the word of God. O
let those who in their own land are ia-
different in aiding the labours of a Mis-
sionary Society, spend a single year in
the labours of an Eust Indian missionary,
and then, if they have any love to Christ
and souls, on their rcturn to their own
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countty, they will not refuse their prayers,
their contributions, nor their efforts, on
behalf of the work.

In a more recent communication,
dated the 27th of June, Mr. Danicl
writes :

As far as our missionary work is con-
cerned, I hope, although we meet with
many trials of faith and patience, we per-
ceive tokens of the divine approbation.
Our regular labours, as apecified in a for-
mer letter, are continually performed ;
subject to those occasional interruptions
which occur especially in this part of the
world, As for instance, I have not re-
cently visited the jail to preach to the
English prisoners, since, with the excep-
tion of one or \wo, they are all removed ;
other departments of labour are occupied
instead of it. Mr, Siers has lately built
and opened a place of worship in Slave
Island, a populous part of the town, which
for years previous to his visiting it, was
entirely destitute of religious instraction.
He preaches .on Sunday .mornings and
Friday evenings, in Portuguese, and has
lately added an English service on Satur-
day evenings, for the soldiers. As the
place of worship is built on another per-
son’s ground, we are endeavouring to pur-
chase it for the use of the mission. The
governor has given £5 towards the erec-
tion of the chapel and the purchase of
the ground. Ithink they will scarcely be
able to ‘do both without the aid of the
mission, but rather than that it should
be left in uncertainty, and the place
should be lost, if after all their eflorts they
are not able to effect it, I shall not scru-
ple to appropriate a small sum, say £5, of
the mission money, for this purpose. OQur
place of worship :at Byamville is now
nearly completed. It is a substantial
building, forty-five feet by twenty-five,
outside. It will cost about £90. I want
to build a house on the same ground for
tho residence of either an Europcan or
native missionary, for which, in addition
to what I have in hand, I think £50 will
be requisite ; what T cannot obtain from
other quarters I must look to you to sup-
ply. The Lord has lately poured out a
large degree of a Spirit of prayer on the
Singalese part of our church, which 1
trust he is answering. Since the com-
mencement of the year we have had six
additional persons join the church—thrce
at Byamville and three at Colombo. We
have now oight persons who are candi-
dates for baptism and church membership.
I hope they will be led first to Christ and
then to his church., [ lately paid a visit
to Hanwella; but do not find things as I

couid wish there, The staie of the roads
is such that we cannat visit it except at a
very heavy expense, which has occasioned
my journeys thither to be less feequent
than they ought to be. The last time [
was obliged to go by water, and was three
days going twenty miles and relurning,
and was not able to preach to one-third of
the prople I could by journeyings in other
directions, with one-fourth of the expense
of travelling. It is on this account my
journeys have recently been so few. When
the roads were passable for a bardy, I
could go in a short time, and preach on
the road, with little expense; but now,
by hard rowing, to be two days going
twenty miles,- and finding but little to re-
munerate the labour, has induced me to
turn my attention to other spots, where,
with less expense, more good was likely to
be done. I have, in connexion with one
of our members, lately, in addition to my
stated labours, taken several more distant
itinerating excursions into the villages in
the Jungles. As these excursions are
often over the same ground (for this 1
find to be better than going o a spot once
and never visiting it again), a deacription
of one of them will be a kind of representa-
tion of others. I will just refer to the
notes I made of one on my return home.
In the journey to which I refer we had
several objects we wished to accomplish;
viz., to inspect the schools in those parts,
to see as many of our members as we
could consistently with our other engage-
ments, to inquire into their spiritual stat-,
to go from house to house in the villago of
Byamville to converse with those who do
not come to hear the gospel ; but above
all, to preach the word of Gad, and distri-
bute tracts in the villages around it.
After preacbing three times on the Lord’s-
day in three different places to the Singa-
lese, and administering the Lord’s Sup-
per, we left home early on Monday morn-
ing. The weather was very hot, the
ground dried and parched, and as we
were obliged to perform the principal part
of our journey on foot, the roads in the
jungles admitting of no other conveyance,
the proceediny in the middle of the day
from village to village, was very laborious.
In addition to other labours we preached
the Gospel in thirteen different places,
in some of which the Gospel had never
beforc been made known. Our congra-
gations varied in size, but in general were
attentive, and heard with interest the di-
vine word., Sometimes we preachsd in
school bungalows —at others in private
houses, the public road, or a rest housa —
and in many places under the shade of
the cocoa-nut tree.  After preaching, we
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gave tracts to all who would read them,
or were willing 10 reccive them ; but in
onc of the spots we visited, we could not
find a single individual who could rcad.
In some of the villages we had preached
on former nccasions, and I was glad to
find a spirit of inquiry had been excited
in the minds of some who had heard the
word, and that their confidence in their
superstitions appears to be shaken. We
spent four days among the pecople, and re-
wirncd home by Thursday evening, We
expericnced much kindness from some of
them ; they received us into their houses,
and preparcd some of their provisions for
ws, and in some cascs refused to take any
remuncration. They gave us the best
lodgings their habitations could afford ;
and  althowgh it was homely and in-
convenient, we fared better than our
Master, who  had not where te lay his
head.,” Ou our journey homeward, on
being informed that near the road they
were preparing for a devil’s dance, to re-
cover a person near dying, 1 went to the
yaka dora, or devil’s priest, and told him
of his wickedness in deceiving the people,
by his lying impositions ; after which,
going near the sick person, who was a
poor old woman, apparently near another
world, we endeavoured to show her the
folly of the ccremony to which she was
trusting, and directed her to Jesus Christ
as the only Saviour. But her intellect
appeared so much impaired, that it was
with difficulty we could make her under-
stand any thing we said. Devil worship
is alarmingly prevalent in the villages and
interior places of this country, To obtain
dcliverance from sickness and death peo-
ple take their offering to a devil priest,
who first of all, having clothed himself in
a horrid manner, drinks spirits till he is
intoxicated, then with dreadful yellings
all the negrocs dance before the house of
the sick person, whe is brought out of her
bed to witness it. A mode of procedure
far more likely to kill than to cure. But
1o such excesses of folly will people pro-
ceed in the service of the devil, while we
are often unwilling to endure reproach for
Him, who, in order to effect our salvation,
bore the cross, and despised the shame.

BAHAMAS.

In a letter from Mr. Burton, dated
Nassau, October 31, he thus addresses
the Secretary :

The packages that have been forwarded
have been highly cheering to us, Iin-
tend to write to the ladies who have seut
thy articles for the schools, to thank them
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for their extraordinary instance of Chris«
tian jove. I wish, however, that you
would be so kind as to make it knmown
that two ladics, one scventy-three, and
the other fifty-five, have, with their own
hands, made up a large collection, chiefly
of useful articles, and sent them to per-
sons whom they have nover scen, and of
whom they kunow almost nothing except
through your Missionary Rerald, Itisa
proof of attachment to our blessed Sa-
viour’s canse, that ought to be known,
that it may be imitated. I trust the ex-
amnple has beon useful to me, and to
some of our Sabbath-school: teachers. O
that it may be useful to many others!

I have been greatly rejoiced also with
the prospect of another missionary being
sent into this part of the field. Dear Sir,
let him come soon: the grain is very
ripe ; and appears to. be perishing for
want of being gathered. I long for the
salvation of the East as well as the West ;
but as God has whitened this part of the
field first, you cannot be doiug wrong in.
following Him. Gather this in; and

. when His grace and His providence call

you to the East, as mow they call you to
the West, you will be at liberty to give to
that part the principal attention ; here,
you will not then be so very greatly
needed. I hope you will pardon me for
making these observations,

I know you will be thankful to hear that
God is still blessing us. As a church we
have of late had great cause for sorrow
before God. We have had to exclude
several for dishonouring the name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; but most
of them have with penitence sought resto-
ration to the church; and numbers more
are seeking union with ws. Public wor-
ship is well-attended : the prayer-meet.
ings, and class-meetings, and inquirers’
meetings are well attended, More than
twenty of the Sabbath-school children
have lately begun to show signs of spi-
ritual life. And the desire to do some-
thing more, and still more, for the honour
of tbe Saviour, is beginning to extend.
O that the Lord may perfect that which
concerns us ; and not forsake the work of
his hands.

Our readers will observe the re-
newed appeal and entreaty of our
zealous, self-denying brother, that a
new missionary may be sent joon. Re-
peatedly have we re-echoed this re-
quest in our pages—surely we shall
not have to wait much longer before
it be complied with, Amidst the
pecuniary difficulties which surround
the Society, the Commiltee have re-
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solved to tiust to the Providence of
God for the sapport of a fourth mis-
sionary, if a few Christian friends
would furnish them with the means of
sending him out. A liberal offer of
£50, from a highly esteemed friend in
ibe Lstablished church, has long been
waiting our call ; since the receipt of
the letter, quoted from as above, a
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second £50 has Leen offered by one
friend, and £10 by another. A hun-
dred pounds, in addition to these
sums, will suffice; and it is earnestly
hoped that this amount will be pro-

" vided without furiher delay, that so

this much needed object may at
tength be accomplished.

Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society,
from November 20, to December 20, 1836, not including mdividual

subscriptions.
Sevenoaks, Collection and Subscriptions,
by Rev. Thomas Shirley ............ 3315 4
Cornwall Auxiliary Society, on account,
by Rev. J. Spasshatt ................ 00
Downton, Collection, &c. by Rev. John
Clare ......covvovuvnronroneranons ... 1610 O
Chelsea, Auxiliary Socicty, by Mr. Sker. 27 0 2
Bedfordshire Auxiliary, by Jobn Poster,
Esq., Treasurer :—
Sharnbrook .............. 4 00
Gamlingay ...... ...... 12 4 5
Biggleswade  (including |
Chitpore £€10).......... 40 17 4
. —_— 57 9
Lincolnshire, by Rev. John Craps :—
Boston .. .. 2312 8
Burgh ... 811 1
Grimsby. . .. 9 910
Horncastle ... 711
Killinghglme . . 5.5 3
Lincoln ,..... L2815 ¢
Spalding . 401
Spileby .. .....ciiiiiennnn 7 3 2
- 9217 2
Portsmouth, Portsea, and Gosport Aux. -
iliary Society, by Mr. Robinson, Treas.100 0 0
Sutton .on-Trent,Collection, byMr.Lomax 4 0 0
St. Ninians, Auxiliary Society in Relief
Congregation, by Mr. Johnston ...... 0
Earl’s Colne, &c.,” Subscriptions by Mr,
Blyth .............. ereeieeaaes .7 26
Bradford, Westgate Chapel Juvesile So-
ciety, by Rev. H. Dawson............ 2 0 0
Suffolk, by Rev. James Sprigg: —
Ipswich, subscriptions .... 30 9 3
Crowfield ........... .. 310 0
Shelfanger 314 1
Stradbrook .. . 333
Stoke Ash.. . 271
Diss .41 2
Bye....ocovviinnn . 8586
55 10 4

Shropshire, by Rev. Eustace Carey :—
Shrewsbury........ cevedn 1
Plealey ..,. . .
Pontesbury
‘Wellington
Broseley. ..
Shiffnal
Wem .,
Whitchurch. ..
Joseph Kenperly,
Audlem, Cheshire

Lancashire, by Joseph Leese, Esq.:—
Manchester, Collection at

York-street Chapel ... . 119 19 7
Do. Subscriptions ........ 19 7 0
Staley Bridge, Collection.. 10 5 0

dharn Do........ g9 00
Eccles Do........ 2 5 0

Juvenile Bazaar.. 12 17 ©
Sabbath school L o7

—_—192 14 2

Saffron Walden, by Rev.J. Wilkinson t——
Collection. ....... .13
Juvenile Society. . [
W. G. Gibson, Exq

5
Do . 2
F. Gibson, Eaq.. .. ..do.. 2
1
1
1

Jabez Gibson, Esq....do..
Richard Day, Esq.. ..do. .’
Miss Gibson.......... do..

—om~—o0 0
PoedoodNM

W I2 5

Monmouthshire, by Rev. W. Gray i(—
Abergavenny
Abersychan ..
Bethesda .
Beulah ...
Blackwond
Blaenavon..
Blainey ...
Ceerleon ..
Castletown
Lianwenorth
Nantyglo ..
Newport
Penycae.
Pisgah ...
Pontrhydyry
Pontypool. ...
Sihowy .. .
Tredegar..........cocnvvnne [

_—t2 1t

~EADOOUL NSO ODIOMO

The "Committee respectfully acknowledge the
kindaess of their friends in Monmouthshire in the
cordial reception given to their deputation, the
Rev. W. Gray, and are gratified to observe, that
although Collections were prevented, in some in-
stances, by the strenuous efforts now being made
to pay off the debts on their chapels, the amount
contributed has exceeded, on the whole, that of the
last year.
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DONATIONS.

Rev. Joshua Russell, Melesham................ o 10 00
Randle Jackson, Lsq., by the T,easurer. 230
EXTRA SUBSCRIPTIONS
Rev. James Acvworth, Bradford .. 10 0 o
Mr. Eade, by Rev. J, Spawhatt 010 0
Friends by Mr. Bird .. . 0 3 @6
Miss Prauce, Muidstone . 1 009

Collected in ScoTLAND, by Rev. E. STeane and | Glasgow :—
Rev, C. E. BirT. Collection at the Rev. Jas.

Paterson’s,.... .14 8 0
Dumfries :— Do. at Dr. Wardl .15 110
Collection at Rev. Robert Do. at Mr. M‘Leod’s...... 719 0
Machray's Chapel ...... 10 4 0 Do. at- Rev. Mr. King's .. 619 3
Do. at Reliet Church... ... 010 1 Do. at Mr, M‘Laren’s,.... 8 12 6
A Lady, byRev. Mr. Mac Proceeds of Bookf.s...... 3 635
Diarmid. .. .........0e 010 0 Hutcheson Town, Relief
Collection at Rev. Walter Congregational . Society,
Dunlop's Secession ..... 8 9 © W.L.F.)
Do. at Pablic Meeting, Rev. Robert Kettle, Esq. .
Dr. Duncan’s Church .. § 5§ 6 J. 8. Blyth, Esq...
A Friend, by the Rev. R. P. Lethem, Eeq. .
MachraY .oeevecn....nt 100 John Barr, Esq,. . .
Baptist Church Dumfries. 1 1 0 W. P. Paton, Esq i
Poblic Meeting, Annan .. 218 6 James Craig, Esq. .
Collection at the Indepen- Anderson & Lauvie .
dent Chapel, Glenae.... 2 9 0 J. & A.Laurie
Baptist Church, and other G. Smith & Sou .
¥riends,at Sanquhar.... 1 6 6 J. Frew, Esq...

—_— 2813 7 W. Kelly & Co. .
H. Brown & Co..

James Craig, Esq.
James Steven, Esq

Collection at Rev.J. Ward’s,

Kilmarnock :—

Mrs, Col. Morrie.... ...... 100 J. Campbell, Esq..

Miss Greenshields, . .. 1L 00 R. Tannahill, Esq..

Mrs. J. Carswell. ... ..... 1 00 Andrew Liddell, Esq.
Messrs. J. and A, Stewart. 1 0 0 John Kerr, Esq. . .... ..
Mr. J. Lymburm.......... 1 00 John Rirkwood, Esq......
Mr. A, Aitken. .., ... 1 00 J. Mitchbell, Esq. (W.LF.)
Mrs. Mackie. . 010 0 J. M‘Leo.d, Esq., A;gyle -at.
Mr. Lavers . .. 050 Mr. David Swmith, jon.. ..
Baptist Church........... 2 00 A. Nasmith, Esq,.. FEPS

25

includiog a Gold Ring ..

OO O R 11 L I T L]

Ottt ot 1 OO O DO et 1t o s b bl 5o b st s et s e b D O D R RN DR
D PO OO RO 0P 00000Q0CRCPOOROReORee

10 7 5 Alexander Morris, Esq o

Leinshaw : Johin M‘Leod, Esq.é ..... .

W Cuninghame, Esq., for Jamaica § 0 0| G o Brodin Tey.

Irvine :— Dr.Watson . .......... 10

Collection at Rev. George Mr. W. Robinson . 10
Barclay’s.. ............ an e Mrs, W. Wardlaw 10
Mr, oatt ... . 200 Mrs. Mack .. .... (W.LF) o010
Mrs. Watt.. .o ... T 00 A Friend . AT 0
Mr. Mitchell 100 w, Young, Esq - 1
Mr. Miller.... ... ... 100 N. Stevenson, Esq. 1
Mry, Rankin..... 010 0 Henry Panl, Esq 0
Rev. G. Barclay 010 6 M. Montgomery, Bsq. .... 1
Mr. Breckinridge . 010 6 A. Mitchel, Eaq..(W.LF.) 0
Miss Buchavan ... .. 010 0 Mr. W. WHIB0D ©vvnsorss 10
Sums uoder 10s.. ........ 110 . —— 11110 8
1114 6 Scotatown :—

Ayr:— 3 Miss Oswald .......... P a0 000
Collection at the Rev. Mr. Laing's.. 4 7 0] paisley :—

Kilwinning : — Coll. at Rev. Mr. Smart’s. 2 5.0
Coll. at Secession Chureh . 1147 Baptist Church, Stoue-st.. 5 0 0
Mr. David Muir, 100 Mr. Thomas Watson ...... 1 1 0

_— 27 Mr. James Coates ........ 1 1 0

Saltcoats :— Mr. Robert Stevenson .... 1 0 0
Coll. at the Parish Church 2 15 8 Mr. Thomas Dick ........ 1 1 0
Donations by Friends ..... 215 0 A Friend, by Mr. . Wat-

— 510 8 son, jun. . e, 10
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Mr. Thomas Callender.... 010 6
Mr. W. Brand .. [}
Mr. A. Macalpin. 0w o
Mr. G. Barr..... 10 0
Small Sumes. . 1 76
Mre. Durn .......... ... 100
— 16 18 6
ennck i—
vre Collection at the Rev. Mr,
Thompson’sd ............ 813 ¢
Baptist Sabbath Evening
gclnool (f r educating a
youth at Chitpore)..... . 500
— 1313 6

Cumbraes :— R
Coll.atMilport,Mr. M‘Kirdy's 1 8 ¢
Missionary and Bible As-

sociation ,..... (W.LF.) 3 0 o
—_ 8 6
Stirling :—
Coll. at the Rev.Mr.Smart’s 5 14 ¢

Collected by Mr. P. Grant:

James Kerr, Esq. ........ L]
James Geddes, Esq., Ban-

nockhurn ..... .. 1 00
John Wilson, Es 110
James Wilson, Esq. 010 6
Alex, Wilson, Esq...... . 010 6
Alex. Middleton, Esq..do. 0 10 0
Mr. James Lucas ........ 010 6
Mrs. Logan, S¢. Ninians.. 010 0
Mr. Jobn Low, Cualscrag.. © 10 0
Sums under 10s.......... 6 5 3

— 18 2 9
Dnndee :—
A Well-wisher... (W.LL.LT.) 6§ 0 o
Auxiliary, by A. Low, Esq. 20 ¢ 0
Collection at Ward Chapel,

Dr. Russell’s............ 10 0
Do at the Baptist Chapel,

Meadows .............. 0
Do, at the Baptist Chapel,

Seagate...... .......... 0
Do. at George's Church,

Public Meeting. . ...... L1017 7
Baptist Church Missionar:

ociety, Seagate, by Mr.
J. 330
. 2 00
010 0
A Friend, by A. Low, Esq. 3 0 0
E. Baxter, Esq.. ........ 100
— 65 4 7
Perth: —
Coll. at Baptist Chapel.... 9 1 0
Do. at Secession Chapel,

Rev. Mr. Newland's,... 314 2
Do. at Public Meeting.... 412 ©
H. Sandeman, Esq... 100
S. Imric, Esq. ... 010 o
A Friend ... 1 00
A General Baptist. 010 o
Small sums ..,........... 0 4 6

12 2
Tallimet :—
Baptist Church..........ovvciveee... 4 5 6
Inveroess :—
Collection at Independent

Church, Rev. Mr. Ken-

DedY's . ......ii.eoies 5 ¢
Do. at Secession Chapel,

Rev. Mr. Scott's........ 00
Do. at Public Meeting, Cast
Church . .,,.. teireriiees 60402
Miss Frazer 440
Misses Murray., 200
A Lady,...... 100
G. Mackay, Esq 1 00
Mr. Arklay ....... 110
A. Robertson, Esq. 010 0
Small sums., ...l 180

2712 4

Nairn :—
Collection at the Rev, Mr,
Dewar’s............. . . 211 6
Mr. J. Donaldson ...... .. 08 ¢
Forres :— -
Collection at the Rev. Mr.
Stark’s.... ......... ... 515 9
Alexander Smith, Eeq.. .. 1 0 o
Keith :— -

Collection at the Rev. Mr. Kennedy’s
Elgin :—

Baptist Church ,......... 3
Collection , Rev.Mr.M*Neil’a
Mr. Macdonald .
Mr. Urquhart .
A Lady......
A Friend

coeoao

2 3
10
10
10
00

Huntly :—
Collection at the Rev. Mr.

s, [}
Missionary Society, Male

Pranch

Insch ;-
Collection
Monthly Prayer Meeting. .
Juvenile Missionary Society 2 14 o

Inverary :~-

Collection at the Rev. Mr. Smith’s .
Aberdeen :—

Collec. at Baptist Church,

Silver-street ........... 00
Do. at Baptist Church,
John’s-street............ 4 0 0
Do. at Secession Church,
Rev. Mr. Angus’s ...... 315 &6
Do. at Secession Church,
Rev. Mr, Stirling’s. ..... 330
Do. at the Independent
Ch., Rev.Mr.Thompson’s 2 10 0
Do. at the Independent .
Ch., Rev. Mr. Kennedy’s 3 3 o
Missionary Soc. on account 10 0 0
Coll. at Public Meeting .. 6 9 9
Mr. W, M. Combie, Alford 010 ¢
Juvenile Missionary Box .. 0 0
A Friend,by D. M......., 220
Do. by Rev. Mr. Yenmau. 0 10 o
New Deer (by Mr. G. Leslie) :—
Bible Association, for Ben-
galee N.T. ............ 110 0
Friends.............. ... 110 0
Montrose :--
Collection at Secession Ch.
Rev. Mr. Hyslop's...... 90 0 0
A Friend at Brecain 1 00
Cupar : —
Missionary Society, by the
Rev. Mr. Burnet........ 10 0 0
Collected by Mrs. Sherre 4 2 0
Bible Class by do......... 1L 0o
Collected at Baptist Church 6 § 6

St. Andrews :--
Collection at Secession Ch. 2 12 ¢
Ausiliary Missiopary Soc. 4 0 0

Kirkaldy :—

Collection at BaptistChurch 510 6
Baptist Church ......... . 500
Missionary Socicty, hy Mr.
Aikenhead .. ........... e
David Landale, Esq...... 010 6
John Fergus, Bsq. M.P. .. 1V 1 0

19

815

2
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8

Mr. W, Lockhavt .., ., ..
A Member of the Baptist

Chureh .. .., L.
Mr. G. Elder.
Myrs. Cook. ..
Smali sums . .............
Bible Association, forTrans-

latlons, by Mr. John
Hutchison,” ... ,.... (TN
Kinghorn :—

Colleciion at the Baptist Church . ...

Edinburgh :—

Collection at Elderst. Ch. 31 19

Do. do. Public Meeting ..
Missiouary Fund, do, ....
Collection at theTabernacle
Do. at Baptist Ch,, H. D,
Dickie ... ... .. ...,
Do. College-street . ..
Do. Broughtoon-place
Do. Charlotte.street Ch., by
Bev.C.Anderson(W.l.F.)
Friends by do. for Bibles,
for Bible readers .
Rev. C. Anderson, .
John Robertson, Esq.
Mys. Wemyss ........ .
Wm. Alexander, Esq .,...
khsi}walker.EGlo‘ster-p)ace
. Meggett, Esq........ .
J. Gibson, Esqsq .........
Mr. Archibald Wilson .
James Walker, Esq.
H. M. Gibb, Esq..........
A. Falconer, Esy., Falcon
Hall

Dr. Abercrombie
Mrs. Henderson . . ...
Charles Spence, Esq..
Hon. Mrs. Speirs .
J. F. Gordon, Esq...
R. W. Ramsay, &sq ......
Andrew Snoddy, Esg. ....
William Gourlay, Fsq.....
Charles Brunton, Esy. ...,
Mr. G, Wilsen ..........
Mr. J. Martin

of clothing or for rewards in their schools.

4
5
21
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24 0 6
110 6

0

5
17 ¢
]
01
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-0
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Mr. H. D). Dickie .. -
Nr. 1l Rose........ ...,
Mr. T. R. Rubertson. ...,
Andrew Bounar, Esi. .
W. Whyte, Exq...
J. 8. More, Nsq...
W. Young, lisq..
Mrs. Ross..ouoinny,
Alex. Smith, Esq.. .,
Rev. H. Grey ...,
Atex. Cruickshank,
A friend ...,
James Cornwall, sq.
F. L. Roy, Isq. ....
Mrs. Murray Allen. .
Miss Sputtiswoode. . ..
Jamea Glassford, Esq.
T. Robertson, Lsq...,
J. Walker, Esq. ....
W, Robertson, Esq..
Rev. Dr. Paterson, .
Miss Campbell. ....
Mrs Lyon......
Mrs. Hamilton. .
Mr. D. Maclean ..........
James Cunningham, Esq.,
Mrs. Roy .........euel,
John Dunlop, Esq.
Miss Stewart, ...,
Mrs, Henderson ..
— Morrison, Esg. ..
Mrs. Dr. Campbell....
Thomas Gardner, Esq.
Dr, Thatcher ., .......
A Friend....
Small snms ..............
Contents of Miasionary Dox,
J. K. Milne ............
Collected by Miss Wilso

Do. by Miss E. Robériaon, .

Do. by Miss Alexander. ...

Do, by Miss Speirs........ .
Leith:—
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Auxiliary Society for Foreign Mis.

sions ...e...... eeriiieas P

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Sehool books, to the amount of Twenty-five Pounds, are just about to be forwarded
to various stations in Jamaica, having been liberally presented through the medium of
James Livett, Esq., of Bristol.
< Amicus,” who writes from Goole, under date of December 3, will find his donation
of Five Pounds towards the debt acknowledged in our Number for October, op the
last page. It is stated as from Liverpool, because the first letter, announcing the kind
intention of the unknown donor, was sent from thence.
Mr. Dyer has received, towards the Baptist church in Bavaria, Five Pounds from
Mr. John Coward, Liverpool, and 5s. from Mr. West, of Amersham. ‘
Mr. and Mirs. Henderson, of Belize, who are exerting themselves with great zeal
and success for the benefit of poor negro children at Belize, would feel greatly in-
debted to any kind friends who would forward to Fen Court for them any small articles

0 ¢

750 12 90

Mr. Dyer occasionally receives letters from individuals who suppose him to he the
Editor of the Baptist Magazine ; and very often from friends who request his aid in
procuring situations for young persons, &c., in various walks of life. To the former,
he begs leave to say that his Editorial duties do not extend beyond the Herald ; to
the latter, he wishes to state that, if they do not hear in reply, it is solely because his
e is strongly inclined to think that
au agency, for this express purpose, in the hands of a competent individual, would
be of much benefit to the Christian public, as well as advantageous to the party un-

efforts to serve them have not been successful.

dertaking it.

A package for Mr. Knibb’s Schools, kindly forwarded by Ladies connected with
the Rev. John Birt's congregation, York-street, Manchester, has been thankfully ra-
ceiverd ¢ as also a package of caps from Mr. C. Toney, of Birlingham, near Pershoro.

5. HADDON,

PRINTEFR,

CASTLE-STRELN I,

FINSRURY,
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CAUTIONS TO NON-CONFORMISTS.—No. V.

In Scotland and the north of
England, two short but significant
sentences of language have come
into general use, which promise
to be very salutary and extensive
in their influence on the minds of
thinking people in general. The
sentences are, ‘‘ the voluntary
principle,” and, ‘¢ a separation of
Church and State,” They have
both met with very fierce oppo-
sition from legislators and divines,
whose interests and places have
induced them to plead in vindi-
cation of national churches. There
has, however, during the short
term of a few months now past,
a very sudden and a very happy
change taken place in the minds
of many, both clergymen and
laymen, in these parts respecting
the first sentence, namely, “ the
voluntary principle,” which bids
fair for bringing it into extensive
celebrity and general operation
in the Church of England as to
the means of promoting the sup-
portand prosperity of that church.
The erection of churches by in-
dividual gentlemen, the rapid
spread of Church building So-
cieties, the formation of pastoral
aid associations for remunerating
of assistant clergymen from chari-
table funds, and other mecasures
VOL, X11., 3rd SERTFS.

of a similar nature, give good
ground for hope that churchmen,
now that they have begun to
admit the light, will soon be
among the best voluntaries in
the land. Within a circuit of
about ten miles in this county,
no less a sum than thirty-five thou-
sand pounds has been generously
cast into the voluntary treasury
during the short space of a few
months, for the purpose of erect-
ing churches, schools, parsonage
houses, &c. &c. [If the voluntary
principle should spread among
churchmen throughout the nation
with the same noble celerity it
has done in this district of York-
shire during the last three months,
I verily believe that neither Lord
Brougham, the Bishop of Exeter,
or Dr. Chalmers will ever dare
any more to lift up their voice
against it, either in public or
private. The conversion of high
churchmen into liberal voluntaries
is a spiritual phenomenon of a
most wonderful kind, and may
prove of immense benefit to the
legislature and the nation at large.
The Irish tithe ditficulties, which
lead to rapine and murder; the
apnropriation clause, which has
locked the wheels of legislation :
church-rates, which cause so much
1
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ill-will ; state taxation for build-
ing churches, &c., &e., will sink
to endless oblivion before the
God-like principle of voluntary
generosity, which in the early ages
of the gospel, through the blessing
of heaven, silenced the heathen
oracles, confounded the proud
philosophy of Greece and Rome,
and swept away from the nations
the cruel systems of error and
idolatry.  Should this principle
begin to operate generally upon
a scale proportionate to the wealth
of the British empire, there will
soon be a full end put to the
wranglings of our senators re-
specting the affairs of the national
church, and the long drawn
sighs of the bishops, who say that
they tremble for the ark of God,
will cease for ever. Needful and
proper measures will be attended
to 1n the courts of parliament,
without having to wait the pro-
longation of ecclesiastical debates,
conducted by men who scarcely
know the rudiments of religion
either in truth or practice. The
sceptre of legislation, as to mat-
ters spiritual, will be resigned en-
tirely to Him who is head over
all things to the church, whose
will is the sole law, and whose
authority is the only basis of that
religion which God approves, and
which makes man blessed. It is
very gratifying to find that the
voluntaries are rapidly increasing
in London, with the Bishop at
their head. He will never in this
world lead a nobler band ; and if
the principle of the voluntary
system is fully and fairly taken
up by him, his name will be
handed down to posterity with
honour, and his usefuluness en-
larged in all things. Now that
things have taken such a strange
and unexpected turn in theCharch
of England, the original velun-

Cautions to Non-conformisis.

taries, the non-conformists ought
byall meansto exert themselves ho-
nourably, and keep clearly ahead
of the new fleet, which is gather-
ing under the command of the
metropolitan bishop. They must
spread their sails abroad before
the wind, and catch every gale
that wafts along, and ride majes-
tically in advance of their com-
petitors.

The other aphorismic saying [
have alluded to, namely, ‘ a se-
paration of Church and State,”
has not as yet taken root very
deeply among churchmen ; but it
will undoubtedly follow the pro-
gress of the ¢¢ voluntary prin-
ciple,” where that principle is
embraced in an enlightened yp-
derstandipg. At present its ad-
vocates in the church, of whom
there are several distinct classes,
are too few and too selfish, All
Church and State separation-
ists should steer perfectly clear
of every thing that has the
most distant resemblance to in-
terested designs, or else hold their
peace for éver. Some in the
church, whom I know and re-
spect,” wish for a separation,
simply becauge they consider that
the power of the bishops is too
unlimited, and often exercised in
a despotic manner. They say
that the nobles support the bishops
on the principle of irresponsible
authority ; and the bishops the
aristocracy, on the principle of
gain, and that they may rule the
church as the autocrat of Russia
rules his empire. But this does
not agree with the idea that the
king is supreme head of the
church, having pawer to make
and suspend the bishops. When
the king and the court become
liberal, then along with the par-
liament they will lower the des-
potism of the Dbishops, of send
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them to labour in the ration by
prayer, preaching, and godly ad-
monition for the good of souls,
instead of spending their time
and wasting their strength in the
House of Lords, in debating about
worldly concerns. Another clasd
of Church and State separationists
are sO, because, as they say, the
Housé of Commons has positively
become @ deh of designing
levellers, consisting of papists, in-
fidels, and dissenters, who are
seeking the entire destruction of
the Church of England. Accord-
ing to them it would be far better
to have the church taked from
under the control of parliament,
and have its affairs managed by
convocations of the clergy, aided
with the adlviee of the bishops.
This is rather ungrateful tdwards
the parliament; When the Irish
millien, 3o lately given, is ¢on-
sidered; together with the geal
marlifested by many in the house
to grant from the tréasury
260,000L. annbally to support
the church. 1t is; however, matter
of gratitude, that any thing will
induee chiurchmen to plead for a
sepdratior of Church and State;
for as Tetzel’s trafic in the sale
of indulgéneies fitst foused Luther
to seek after truth, so they who
are disgusted with the sins of the
parliament in neglecting or in-
juring the church, may, perhaps,
by and by, get additional light,
and renounce the whole system
of seculiar alliance and carnal
toercion, and come to see that the
prerogative of imposing religion
belorigs exclusively to God. A
third class of separationists in the
¢hureh; more dumerous than both
the former, are driven to it by &
very peculiat feat, whicli hdunts
them in d very troublesome way.
According to their opinioens, if a

certain great Irishman should be
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spared to live long, who they say
rules the king's ministers, the
Catholics will attempt to seize
the property of tlie church; and
they deem it wiser to get from
under the power of the State
whilst they have the property
in possession. This is unjust,
because a§ the property of the
church did at one time, beyond
all doubt; belong to the Catholics,
and as churchmen hold that it
cannot by any means be lawfully
alienated, it would be more con-
sistent with their avowed prin-
ciples to ptopose an agreement
with the Catholics by making
over to therh such proportion of
the property as may satisfy the
party from whom it was forcibly
taken. This would not be full
Jjustice, but as there is énough for
them both, it perhaps will be the
wisest plan for them quietly to
divide 1t without any more con-
tention, as they are so very nearly
related; the one being actually
the mother, and the other the
daughtéf, as all mer know
who are even superficially ac-
guainted with history, and the
colistitution and forms of the two
religious systems. There are ar-
guments in favour of a separation
of Church and State far more
wéighty than any of those men-
ttoned abbve, and if you will grant
me space, I will, in a very brief
thatiner, point out a few of them
for the eonsiderdtion of your
readers:

i. The wnion of Chirch and
State; as existing in England,
déntes liberty of eonscience to
the king—Kings have souls, and
ate accountable to God like other
men. Theyought conscientiously
to serve God in all the ordinances
of religion; aind sincerely to follow
Christ ‘according to the dictates
of their own understanding, and
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must bear their own burdens in
the judgment of the last day.
To force a king’s conscience to
the avowal of things he does not
actually believe, is an enormous
crime; and any established system
of religion which requires a king
to give up his couscience, is posi-
tively wicked. Now this evil is
actually perpetrated upon the
chief rulers of England by the
unholy alliance of Church and
State. All who hold the sceptre
of these realms are born to pos-
sess the right, and by the law of
the land are required to assume
and exercise the prerogative.
But are they born to be of a cer-
tain religion, and to swear to the
belief of certain doctrines, formed
into thirty-nine articles by fallible
men ? If kings were reflecting
men, which they ought to be,
some might hold sentiments di-
verse from those taught in the
book of common prayer, and they
have a right to embrace them
without bending to the dictates
of earthly authority. But the
Church and State system robs
them of that right, and compels
kings either to believe as the
thirty-nine articles teach, or per-
jure themselves by false oaths in
matters awfully momentous. It
may be said that they might
resign their right, and leave the
crown to those who do really be-
lieve according to the prescribed
form ; but the law makes no pro-
vision for this, but requires im-
plicit faith in the creeds and ar-
ticles of the church. To say that
this is absurd, is true; but it is
more than absurd, for there is
blasphemy in it. The law which
appoints that a certain son of a
certain family shall be king of
Great Britain and Ireland, ap-
points also that he shall believe
certain doctrines and observe
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certain forms of religion, which
doctrines and forms are drawn
up by act of parliament, and
printed in a human boak, called
the book of common prayer.
Where then, I ask, is there any
hberty of counscience for the
king ?

2. The union of Church and
State, and the connecting religious
Jorms, are directly calculated to
ruin the souls of kings.—Kings
have need to be warned of the
dangers of sin more than other
persons, because their temptations
to sin are greater. How then
does the Church and State re-
ligion treat them ? They are all
styled most gracious sovereigns;
they are all supreme heads over
the whole church; they are all
prayed for as real Christians, and
held up every Sabbath day twice
or thrice to thousands of congre-
gationsas pious persons,even when
they are living, as some of them
have done, in the notorious sins of
adultery, excess of wine, murder,
and almost every abominable act,
Not to mention the awful mockery
of God, which so glaringly ap-
pears in these proceedings, how
delusive and dangerous must they
be to the souls of our chief rulers,
and what a pity it is that their
everlasting salvation should be ob-
structed by such delusive services
actually performed in the name of
that God who has irrevocably de-
creed that the unrighteous (whe-
ther kings or subjects) shall
not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

3. The adaptation of religion to
suit the union of Church and
State, endangers the salvation of
thousands upon thousands.—To be
saved, the word of God requires
that men be born of the Spirit ;
born from above; renewed in
their hearts; delivered from the
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power of sin. But state religion
lowers or destroys these require-
ments., All by its forms are
brought into a state of salvation
by baptism ; are treated as God’s
children before any evidence is
given of a renewed heart; are
confirmed as the saints of the
Most High by ecclesiastical dig-
nitaries, when many of them are
living in open sin; are treated
promiscuously in the service of
burial as saved persons, when
thousands of them go down to the
grave in profligacy and enmity
to God. If people then do be-
lieve that heaven can be attained
in this way, ‘the state religious
forms must endanger most awfully
the salvation of souls. How much
better would it be if such grounds
of delusion to perishing sinners
were taken away.

4. Church and State religion
binds a galling yoke on the con-
sciences of the pious ministers of
the gospel who conform to its
prescriptions.—This must inevit-
ably be the case when the wicked
are treated as the righteous ; when
the proud are said by the ministers
of God to be happy; when the
most daring sinners are committed
by them to the grave in sure and
certain hope of a glorious resur-
rection ; when the profane can
come to the table of the Lord,
and the Lord’s ministers cannot
refuse them the communion of
the Saviour’s body and blood ;
when human creeds and the most
wicked parts of the apocrypha are
read before the ignorant and un-
discerning, placing it apparently
on alevel with divine truth. Such
monstrous evils follow the unionof
Church and State. When will the
minds of men, both ministers and
people, awake to see aright the
awful tendency of these things?

5. The union of Church and
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State carnalizes the church, and
that unavoidably.—This part of
the evil branches out into nume-
rous ramifications, which cannot
possibly be cut off except by the
entire abolition of the connexion.
The admission and appointment
of irreligious men to the office of
the holy ministry ; the patronage
of the ungodly in the bestowment
of benefices ; the merchandise
carried onin the sale and transfer
of livings; the influence of poli-
tical and other partialities in the
advancement and creation of ec-
clesiastical dignitaries; the op-
pression and neglect showed to-
wards and practised upon worthy
and pious officials; the plunder
committed by greedy pluralists :
these, together with many other
abominations, ' spring from the
union of Church and State.

6. The union of Church "and
State provides large premiums for
hypocrisy and deceit.—This might
be abundantly confirmed by a
reference to the testimony of
numbers of the most pious and
useful ministers who have served
in the church in different ages,
and others, who have been driven
from its communion. The almost
entire absence of competent in-
quiry into the character of those
who obtain holy orders ; the end-
less diversity of religious sen-
timent held by those who take
oath of a belief in the articles of
the church ; the concealment of
deistical, Socinian, Arian, Swe-
denburgion, and other strange
tenets by those who profess to
serve God and the people by
reading creeds and other solemn
language, of which they do not
believe a single word to be true ;
the regular officiation of men in
the sanctuary of the Lord, whose
hearts are in the world, and who
take no pleasure in the duties of
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their calling, except it be to secure |

the stipend and receive the tithes.
Each of these cases, it is well
kuown, are exemplified actually
from age to age in many instances
in different parts of the land.
Why, then, is there not a loud
and general cry made by 4ll who
fear God for an entiie separation
of Church and State.

7. The union of Chiwch and
State hinders the progress and
success of the gospel.—This may
be decidedly proved by a refer-
ence to the religious history of
Britain from the founding of the
Church of England by Henry
VIIL, to the present time. So
long as the church held absolate
authority and carried out its prin-
ciples into practice, the gospel
made very little progress. After
the revolution, when its power
became miich weaker; the gospel
was more widely spread. Inthe
days of Whitefield and Wesley,
when the authority and inflience
of the church received a deadly
blow, the gospel ran and was
glorified. But this siiccess was
openly opposed by the church,
and the noble heralds of salvation
were prohibited from preaching
in nearly all the churches in the
kingdom. Even the stormy days
of Cromwell, when {the nation
was ruled by a gloomy usurper,
were far more favourablé to thé
spread and success of the gospel
than any period or reign anteriot
to the accession of William ahd
Mary. What was the reason of
this ?  Most obviously because
the power of the church i oppo-
sing the gospel was suspended.
Even now, several of the greatest
hindrances to the effectual spread
of the gospel of Christ arise from
the bigotry, the exclusive selfish-
nress, and positive corruptions of
the national church.
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8. Church and Stual¢ union en-
genders pride and vain ostentalion
tn the ministers of the Established
Church.—The fact here assumed
is notoriots, and its effects are
very lamentable, Even the best
and most humble of the clergy
have been betrayed into this sin.
Depraved natufe promipts them to
consider themselves as a favoured
order of human beings both as to
name and office. A vain conceit
induces them to think that they
are distinguished from other mi-
nisters, and stand on higher
grotind, simply because they be-
long to the church which is
united to the state. This is a
snare to many of them, and in-
Jures their humility and love to
others, who labour in the same
cause and sérvé the same Mastei:
Even Robinson, Romaine; and
Seott; whose names are valued
by all who value truth and piety;
tould not resist the foolish temp-
tation to think themselves quite
superior to the conventicle pastors:
True piety; diligenee; and divihe
wisdom; constitate the real honour
of every miinistér of God; and
that system which betrays thieih
into vain estentation, is decep-
tive and dangerous; even to
these who possess the great-
est portion of humility and

gtacé,  That minister- who
best serves Christ is the 1nost
honourable. Other honours are
mére chafl, .

9. The unioh of the Church
with the State has broken down
the divine order of that religion
taught by the apostles of Christ.
~The form and order of the
apestolical religion sh ows very
strikinigly the infinite wisdom of
God. Destined for the use of
the whole world, it is suitéd to
the circumstances of all nations,
whatever be the form  of civil
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government ; and it interferes with
none whether despotic or liberal,
republican or monarchieal, Its
great maxim is, ¢ Render to
Ceesar the things which areCeesars,
and to God the things which are
God’s.” But state systems frame
quite a different order of things.
Offices are created and officers
appointed utterly unknown in the
Bible. The primitive churches of
Christ were simply societies of
converted men, united together
by the truth, and pledging them-
selves to keep Christ’s holy com-
mandments, haying bishops or
presbyters to teach and rule them,
and deacons to attend to thei
temporal affairs. But churches
united to the state, as ours in
England,have public functionaries,
the names of whom would puzale
a2 man of common intellects to
count up, muech ‘more to explain.
Thus in framing religion to suit
an amalgamation with the world,
the New Testament is set aside,
the order and laws laid down by
the apostles are confounded, and
man’s wisdom or hyman fancy is
the prescriptive rule to the utter
rejection of that which divine
authority originally inculcated.
10. The union -of Church and
State always tends to intolerance.
—~-Here I need not enlarge.
The history of the world from
Constantine to the present period,
known-and read by all mep wha
Investigate these things, does not
furnish onesingle case in whichan
established or state church has
not been intolerant. The intol-
erance of state churches may be
curbed as ours is now, but the
power that curbs and controls
1s out of the church, and ever

has been. Remember Sidmouth
and look at Ireland.« Go to
Bungay or visit Exeter. If the

Church of England had the power,
ntolerance would reign.

1L. The wunion of Churck and
State uniformly praduces oppres-
ston and cruelty. — The  most
lenient state church, and the
purest ever koown is that of
Scotland, and there oppression
and cruelty have very lately shown
their hateful visage, and are every
year extorting the tiends and the
church cess. Read the church
history of Edinburgh for the last
two years, and mark the impri-
sonments and seizures of goods
made and perpetrated to enforce
the church tax. In England and
Ireland the cases are more flagrant
and notorious. The precious life
of man has been the prey of the
monster to extort the tithe, and
that in the nineteenth century.
To recite the history of the bloody
and cruel deeds of state churches
in former ages would be an end-
less and a hapless task, Such
being the fruits proceeding from
uniting Church and State, it is
high time that the iniquitous al-
liance, wherever it exists, should
be speedily broken and destroyed
for ever.

12. The union of Church and
State has not the shadow of sup-
port or counlenance in any part
of the New Testament.—This is
the judge which must end the
strife. 'The New Testament con-
tains God’s will; it explains the
Old, and perpetuates all the Lord
designed to remain ; it is the
divine statute book of the gospel
religion; not one word is found
in it to authorize state churches;
ages passed away before they were
even heard of; their deeds and
doings are condemned by the
holy and positive denouncements
of the New Testament, and thus
the plain and final issue comes ;
they are of man and not of God,
or he would have commanded
them to be or established them
himself. The union of Church
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and State is then, if these pre-
mises be accurate, a flagrant and
wicked innovation, producing
evils of serious magnitude, both
to the church and to the world,
If the Northamptonshire clergy-
man whom you mentioned,*whose
violent attack I have seen and
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read, thinks himself prepared to
vindicate state churches, I shall
be happy to exchange a few letters
with him through the medium of
your Magazine. I am, respect-
fully yours, &c.
J. W,
Haworth.

ON COMMUNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS.
To the Editor of the Baptist Magasine.

Dear Sir,

The letter of your correspondent
from Stonehouse demands from
me areply, which, with your per-
mission, I proceed to furnish, I
trust in a spirit of candour and
fidelity. The wrong side of any
question can be maintained only
by confounding things that differ,
Your correspondent has not only
confounded the principle of Sla-
very with its details, but main-
tained that there is no distinction
between them. To avoid beating
the air, therefore, and discussing
the details, respecting the sinful-
ness of which there is no question
between us, let us understand
what is the naked, simple point
in debate. The .definition of
Slavery, in the view I have had
of it, 1s the holding of property
in man; and what I meant to
assert was, that the Scriptures
have recognised such property,
and that believers under the
gospel, who held such property,
were found in full communion
with the primitive church. My
meaning In saying that Slavery
was not abstractedly sinful was,
that it is possible for persons to
be in such circumstances as to
hold this property without sin.
I am fully aware of the different
modifications of Slavery with re-
spect to the Hebrew slaves, the

* Sc¢e our November Number, p. 470.

slaves of the conquered Canaan-
ites, and other heathen slaves:
but I assert that the same prin-
ciple is found in them all, of
holding a property in man. This
is recognized in the Jewish law,
by the divine sanction ; and under
the gospel, though in different
circumstances, it was held by in-
dividuals without sin. I here
cite one or two passages, which,
as I understand them, are con-
clusive to my mind on that sub-
ject : if my interpretation be
wrong I shall be glad of better
information. _

Exodus xxi. 20, 21: “ And if
a man smite his servant or his
maid with a rod, and he die
under his hand, he shall surely
be punished ; notwithstanding, 1f
he continue a dayor two, he shall
not be punished; for he is his
money.” Does not this prove that
theslave was his master’s property,
and thatthoughhehad accidentally
caused his death by beating, he
was not to be punished, because
the loss of his property would be
his punishment ?  Matt. Henry
says, * This servant must not be
an Israelite, but a Gentile slave,
as the megroes to our planters,”’
and ¢ if he continued a day or
two after the correction given, the
master was supposed to suffer
enough by losing his servant.”
In loco.

Exod. xxi.

2-4. Hebrew
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glaves might be bought and sold,
and those born of these slaves
while in bondage, became the
property of the master until the
vear of Jubilee, and were not to
go out in the seventh year.
Leviticus xxv., 44, 45. These
texts prove that the traffic in
slaves as property was allowed,
even of bond slaves, as distin-
guished from Hebrew slaves.
Could not such property be held
without sin? Was it sinful for
the Israelites to obey these laws ?
If then they could hold property
in man without sin, I have
proved what T meant by saying,
that Slavery is not abstractedly
sinful. 1 undertook not to de-
fend ¢ Slavery as it exists” in
America or any where else:
the question is, whether it be at
all possible to hold property in
man without sin? and that it is
so possible, the above Scriptures
prove. The object of my former
paper was to show that Chris-
tians, holding property in man,
did commune with the primitive
church; and, as your correspon-
dent “ readily concedes” the
fact, that ¢ believing slave-
holders, and believing slaves of
a nominal description, and be-
lievers who were neither the one
nor the other, did, under peculiar
circumstances, freely commune
together,” there does not appear
much difference between us., I
do not, however, fully understand
what he means by ‘‘ nominal de-
scription.” If they were slave-
holders at all they held property
in man, and if they were slaves
at all they were their master's
property; and this is all I have
contended for. That theyabused
their power, as such power is
often abused among modern
slaveholders, is not for a moment
supposed ; but though they were

a7

not like some modern slaveholders
in their cruelty to slaves, yet some
of the modern slaveholders may
be like them in their kindness to
slaves ; and if so, it is as lawful
to commune with the one as the
other.

Having reduced the question
to its proper limits, I proceed to
notice your correspondent’s paper
more in detail ; and [ hope you
will not object to the form into
which I have thrown the debate,
as my object is to avoid a fre-
quent repetition of ¢ your cor-
respondent,” ¢ my former paper,”
and similar unavoidable circum-
locutions.

Mr. Webb.—< Is not the dis-
tinction which Christianus makes
between Slavery as a political
evil, and something that is not
abstractedly sinful, fallacious ?”

Christianus.— Here you con-
found national and individual
responsibility. It is indeed a
political evil for any government
to uphold Slavery: but this does
not prove it sinful for an indi-
vidual living under such a go-
vernment, under circumstances
over which he has no control, to
possess property in slaves. You
believe it was evil in the govern-
ment of Greece and Rome to up-
hold Slavery ; bul you do not, I
suppose, believe that the slave-
holders above mentioned were
living in sin by holding slaves
under these governments. We
might say that even under the
Jewish Theocracy, Slavery was a
political evil, and like the law of
divorce and the law of polygamy,
¢ statutes that were not good” in
themselves, but given under pe-
culiar circumstances, and there-
fore right at the time, but yet it
was not sinful for individuals to
act under these laws according

to their letter.
K
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Mr. Webb.—* If the distinction
be valid, the abolition of Slavery
would be wrong. Moreover, how
has it occurred, that if Slavery be
not abstractedly sinful, Christian-
ity in its progress has effected its
abolition?  Does that sacred
system destroy something besides
sin 1

Christianus.—Christianity has
abolished the whole code of the
Jewish ceremonial laws, and many
other customs, but can we argue
from this that those laws and
customs were abstractedly sinful
or altogether sin ?

Mr. Webb. — < While Chris-
tianus asserts that Slavery is not
abstractedly sinful, yet he tells
us it produces °cursed fruits.
This is passing strange.”

Christianus.—Cannot a system
politically evil produce its ‘ cursed
fruits’ without involving every
individual connected with it in
the charge of personal sin? Here
again you confound public and
private character.

Mr. Webb.—¢< Of Slavery, as
it now exists, the sacred writings
know nothing. It did not exist
among the Jews.”

Christianvs. — I have never
contended for the identity of an-
cient and modern Slavery in all
their particulars; I have said the
principle is recognized, viz. pro-
perty in man. But the power of
buying and selling slaves, not
merely of the devoted nations, as
you intimate, but of the heathen
round about; of correcting them
and keeping them in perpetual
bondage is at least something like
the modern system.

My. Webb. — ¢ Allow me to
examine the records of the New
Testament : 1 hope to be able to
prove that thiscase (I Tim.vi.1, 2),
and that on which we are at issue,
are so entirely dissimilar, that no
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reasoning from the one to the
other can be valid. Ancient Sla-
very originated in conquest: mo-
dern Slavery is founded on man-
stealing. Our Slavery is the for-
cible detention of stolen men, or
of their descendants.

Christianus.—1 believe it would
be difficult for any one to inves-
tigate or distinguish all the causes
of Slavery either in ancient or
modern times; but how does this
affect the question? 1Is it not as
wrong to make slaves by conquest
as by kidnapping ? Isit a greater
crime to steal one man than a
thousand ?  What is conquest
but robbery on a large scale?
Besides, were not many of the
modern slaves captives from those
wars which were excited among
the African princes ? These cases
do not seem to me “so entirely
dissimilar” as you would have
me believe, as not to affect the
question.

Mr. Webb.—** The character of
ancient Slavery differed essentially
from that of our times. His (the
servant’s) proper manhood was
not disputed, his condition did
not greatly differ from that of
the subordipate branches of the
family into which he was incor-
porated ; the child of the Roman
during his pupilage was, in a
legal point of view, as much a
slave as the servant, Gal. iv.
1, &c.”

Christianus.—In this passage
of the Galatians,the apostle simply
means that in respect to the pos-
session, use, and management of
the estate, the child, in nonage,
differed not from a servant; but,
in quoting it to prove the equality
of the child and theslave in other
respects, the following remarks of
Dr. John Taylor, as quoted by
Parkhurst, show how much you
are mistaken in this as in all
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your last cited observations: “The
common lot of slaves in general,”
says he, * was with the ancients,
in many circumstances very de-
plorable,  Of their situation take
the following instances : they were
held pro nullis, pro mortuis, pro
quadrupedibus, for no men, for
dead men, for beusts; nay, were in
amuch worse state than any cattle
whatsoever. They had no head
in the state, no name, tribe, or
register ; they were not capable
of being injured : whatsoever they
acquired was their master’s, they
could not plead nor be pleaded,
but were excluded from all civil
concerns whatsoever, were not
entitled to the rights and consider-
ations of matrimony, nor were
proper objects of cognaticn or
affinity ; they could be sold,
transferred, or pawned as goods
or personal estate; for goods they
were and such were they esteemed;
might be tortured for evideaces,
punished at the discretion of their
lord, and even put to death by
his authority, together with many
other civil incapacities, which I
have not room to enumerate.”
Mr. Webb,—¢ The Slavery of
Greece and Rome was not tole-
rated in the primitive church.”
Christiunus. — You have al-
ready acknowledged that slave-
holders were in the primitive
church. If by your terming them
‘ mominal’ you mean that they
did not exercise all their legal
power, I agree with you; but I
mamtain that the primitive church
would nothave tolerated any of its
abuses, even though legalized, yet
the thing itself, viz. a property in
man, was tolerated. By the way,
are not some of the American
“ teachers of Christianity " pre-
vented ¢ from directly insisting
on the enfranchisement of the
s