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ARTICLE VIII. 

STUDIES IN THE SEPTUAGINTAL TEXTS OF 
. LEVITICUS. 

BY HAROLD M. WIENER, M.A., LL.B., OF LINCOLN'S INN, 

BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 

II. 
IN the preceding article we had occasion to assume that 

a close relationship existed between the Armenian Version 
and certain groups of cursives, particularly gn. This phe
nomenon is one that constantly impresses itself on. the student 
of the text; but to enable the reader to see it clearly for him
self, the following tables are printed. In Table V., the most 
important Armenian readings possessing support from author
ities in Leviticus viii. are taken as the standard, and it is 
shown how far they meet with support from other authorities. 
In Table VI., on the other hand, the text of gn in certain 
passages of Leviticus xxiv. is the standard. 

Table ·V. reveals a number of very interesting phenomena. 
The close relationship between gn and Arm appears in such 
readings as those in verses 9, 10-11, 16, 19; 30, 32, embracing 
grammatical points, erroneous readings, and alterations of 
order. Occasionally, as in verses 17 and 35, Arm appears 
to part company with gn through accommodation to the He
brew. The grouping of the authorities makes it reasonably 
probable that the Armenian presents pre-Hexaplar readings 
in verses 2, 11, 19, 27, 30, 31; for in most of these we have 
clearly Egyptian witnesses going with the Armenian in pre
serving non-Massoretic readings which contrast with the later 
Hebrew readings that have influenced most of our texts. On 
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the other hand, B appears to have preserved Hesychian read
ings in verses 2 and 35. 

Special interest attaches to verses 28 and 33. In the lat
ter we have to distinguish four readings of importance:

(1) ,,"pc 'ff''A.",.e" 'p,ep,. 're'A.e&l»C1ftK (clearly the read
ing of Origen, as it has the support of Hexaplar witnesses). 

(2) tj~ 'II''A.''IptWE," tj".." 'rEM&.crHJr {Af11l aad its 
allies, and M.T.). 

(3) 'ff''A.",.tJ''I tjp.ep,. 'reM&IW-r (h. Spec. Cyr). 

(4) tj"... 'II''A.'II,.tJ" 'reMUMTE," (B. m. Chr). 
That (2) is the reading either of Lucian or of a later in-. 

sertion in Lucian seems clear. Incidentally it should be no-
ticed that the Armenian and its allies here, as in some other 
places. show a closer approximation to the Massoretic text 
than Origen himself. There can be no doubt that the recen
sion has been inftuenc~d by an independent study of a He
brew text. The difference between (3) and (4) is merely 

a question of the relative positions of tjl'fP& ad 'ff''A.",.s.". 

Possibly this is a non-recensional differeace; but if a reeen
sional question arises, presumably (3), with Cyril's support. 
represents Hesycbius, and (4) is pre-Hexaplar. But the dif
ference appears too slender to warrant any far-reaching c0n

clusions. In any case the original reading of the LXX is more 
closely represented by (3) and (4) than by the other texts. 

The other passage (ver. 28) is interesting for a very dif
ferent reason. In xvi. 10, and again in x.. 4, we found the 
Armenian, gn, dpt, and other witnesses inserting some words 
from other parts of the chapter. Apparently no Hebrew 
equivalent had ever existed for these words. Here we meet 
with the same phenomenon: "as the Lord commanded" 
seems to come from verse 21, and is found in the Armenian, 
gn, dpt, h (which appears to be descended from an archetype 
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that had been glossed from some Lucianic text), and c. We 
shall have to note other instances hereafter. 

Table VI. presents fewer :features of interest. It is to be 

noted that the closest allies of g:n are the Armenian, dpt, and 
bw (see ver. 2, 5, 7, 14, 16, 19,23). In verse 23 we seem to 
have a pre-Hexaplar reading, while in verse 8 B and its 

allies appear to present a Hesychian reading. It is to be 

nokd that in one case gn and the Armenian agree with the 

Massoretic text against Origen (ver. 7). 
Table VII., in which readings of dpt in Leviticus xxvi. are 

taken as the standard, calls for more comment. Here, again, 
we firid. a close relationship between dpt, gu, and the Armen
iall, and some considerable connection with bw. Further, 

we have OAce more to note that c and h often go with one 
or more authorities of this class. Again it may happen that 
our group and its allies agree with the Massoretic text 
against the Hexaplar authorities (e.g. 14). Pre-Hexaplar 

readings seem to be preserved by dpt in verse 2, perhaps in 

_ verses'l1 (...",...,), 16, 19, 29, 32, and 4.1, and by the author

ities in column 5 in verse 11 (&a6'1~.)' and perhaps in 
wrses 28 (b and its allies) and 44 (M, Boh). In verse 18, 

~n clearly read ma; Lucian, nr'ra~; and Hesychius, 

W'A.tryCUf mao But the division of the authorities suggests 
that the two latter readings may both have been current be-.. 
fore the time of Origen. Here dpt seems to preserve a Greek 

gloss (rrep.af). Lucianic readings appear to be found in 
dpt and its allies in verses 6, 14, 27, 35, and 45, in pt and 
gn in verse 5, in dt and its allies in verse 13, and in gn and its 

allies in verse 39; while Hesychius is probably represented 
by h and its allies in verse 16, perhaps (but improbably) by 

f in verse 20, and possibly by 0 in verse 22. One very inter
esting feature is the fact, that, while bw and dpt often agree, 
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they are very rarely to be found in solitary agreement against 

all the other authorities, including gn. Both appear to me 
to be based in part Qn a particular recension, but it seems to 

me that the use of this recension and the other ingredients 
employed varied very greatly. 

In Table VIII., readings of bw in xix. I-xx. 19 form the 
standard. It is to be observed that this group often goes it-.; 

own way - sometimes from an approximatio~ to a Hebrew 
text, sometimes apparently through recensional activity sub
stituting different Greek ·forms or expressions for those of 
the other Septuagintal authorities (e.~. xix. 7; xx. 16), or 
again through textual corruption (xix. 22, 26). On the other 

hand, it often preserves pre-Hexaplar readings (e.g. xix. 12. 
27, 32; xx. 2, 17).1 Sometimes the authorities in column 5 
appear to represent the original Greek text (xix. 2, B and its 

allies; 12). It is clear that c, h, gn, the Armeman, and dpt 
are the most nearly related to our text; but it is to be noted 
that bw and dpt will seldom be found in isolated agreement 
on a non-Massoretic reading. Nor does bw often agree 
with qu alone. Not infrequently it goes with the Egyptian 

versions (e.g. xi. 2, ord. and M.T. M7OllTft; bw, Sah, add 

AWOlf; 3, ord. and M.T. ell TO£t "'"IlIEfT&lI; bw, Boh, omit; 
4, ord. and M.T. Q,/cAfJApTOII TOIITOj bw, Boh, Eth, transpose 

the words), and in such cases it presumably preserves pre
Hexaplar readings. It is to be noted that in xx. 19 it joins 
h, c, gn, the Arm, and dpt in presenting words that come from 
verse 20, but are not present in the Hebrew, and that in xx. 
6, 7, it appears to present double renderings. 

1 In xix. 5, Mn'1II appears to have been the reading of Loci ... 
and the nonsensical,..,.", may have arisen through the -III' of 
this having been written In the margin of a MS. read1nc 'UTlf •• 
as an alternative to the last syllable. and the,n having been Inror
porated In the word by error. 
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The former of these characteristics is specially marked in 
gn and its allies. We have already noted several instances. 
Here are some more: xx. 11. ord. illOXo,; gn. Arm. dpt. pre

fix iJtTf/J'ItetW'" teG& (dpt omits the teal) from verse 12; i. 3. ord. 

Bwro" (,w,..); gn. Arm. dpt. add iE&NwtWlltU from verse 

4. while h substitutes it for alnw; ii. 4, ord. AtVI'O'f; g. Arm, 
dpt. add ite tTf",&aMl»f. which occurs immediately before 

(the whole phrase is missing in n); 11. ord.tetJP'l'l»tTtU; gu, 
dpt. add IIvtT&tJII (cp. the beginning of the verse) ; Arm ren

ders In"t"m in sacrili,,"m; viii. 16. ord. TO trrfap 2°: gn. 
Arm. prefix "'41' from earlier in the verse. In this pecul
iarity bw does not generally agree with gn and its allies. 

The text of gn as it stands often incorporates Hexaplar 
notes (e.g. ii. 16 j iii. 8; iv. 3; vii. 8); but this is probably 
to be attributed to the process of copying. and therefore it 
must be eliminated in any estimate of the recensions. 

On the whole. the evidence appears to me to point to the 
following conclusions as to the groups. The testimony of 
the Lucianic fathers and the Armenian version makes it eer
tain that either gn or dpt is our principal Lucianic group. Of 
these. gn is nearer to the Armenian. and has long been re
garded as practically the text of Tbeodoret. It would seem, 
therefore. that this is descended from a Lucianic copy. If 
that be so. dpt represents a text that is partly Lucianic and 
partly pre-Hexaplar. but has been influenced very little by 
independent study of a later Hebrew text. It must not be 
forgotten, however, that in Deuteronomy x. 6 f. it substitutes 
the Samaritan for a Jewish text. On the other hand. bw 
contains. in addition to a Lucianic element, a large number 
of pre-Hexaplar readings and a strong infusion of a later 
Hebrew. together with a greater amount of verbal recasting 
than any of the other main types. 

VoL LXX. No. 280. 9 
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51"'·' N GMackoll dpt • fi u .' ,.".., .. :.',." ...... -I: .... ,.". BA"a, rim 6,M..: , elr 1uT •• 6,M..: Q. 

..,." r 
" '" TO ....",..., 

~. ..... h ga Arm (vid) 6,M ... (6,.u.h·c zf Boh): S· ....... ojvz b, MTD:.)rI'. -7 Uw .. Uw •• ord ~ 
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TABLE VIII (ton/mINd) ~ 

Reference I Readin, 01 bw AUlhoriti .. qnein, with Alternalive rod·.... Authoriti .. ~dac Remarka V, 
bw I alternative...... :: 

I I· i: 
Lev. xx 9 hI'''' cb6pwror 6."'''''' I hI' 1bO. Ui. Maca: ejava u MT - M and ita alll.. ~ 

.. or I hI' cbi. en Sah Or-ar S· 
1bO. 6. ... " 6", ord ... 

10 I "' 6. ... 6...0. I t Ethf I "' 6..0. en dp Sah EtJle MT .... go. t 
6..0, BAyba, mx u Spec J ends In this vern. V, 
6..0. 6.... ord Bob Or·lat ~ 

16,wtMwrrru, l"pMtMwrrru ord i 
17 Yacat ej Kru"" ",,1' tIpx",...II.". ord MT ... ord. ~ 

.w~ t 
w (1foM6(1f116orrAI) kmx vlC&t ord MT .... bw. 2-
'I;;~ 16'11' ord MT - ord. ""i 

o ropM"'" BANha,gn ),~"" ord Bc.h MT - ord.: Valg Sy.- a 
~ plural: f omit. the c.; 

~ phrue, p the e\allle. ~ 

~ jA ord i. 1"'\ .8 'Oil 1.JIOII' Be, "A h c gn ''I' 1'''' 
\oJ .' ord MT-ord, o 19 vaeat b, eJu f MAl I • 
o ~ ".1,., A f .r."~III/I" (.,) ord d .... · 00 arfRn"I"''' d MT - or • ~ 
..- (4row.",-.. ) 4,..""" b c gn Arm Cpr II) Vleat or • 
(i) .... ,._",... dpt (with -""p.o/Io",. •• lor ....... 
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