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MCXLII'
GOD CORRECTS AND RECLAIMS HIS PEOPLE.

Hos. 1. 6, 7. BekoZd I will kedg up thy way with thorns,
and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths.  And she

shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them;
and she shall seek them, but shall not find them ; then shall

she say, I will go and return to my first kmband for then
was it better with me than now.

HE generality of ma,nklnd are very incompetent
judges of the dispensations of Providence.
Indeed, for the most part, they quite mistake their
nature and tendency; and draw conclusions from
them which the Scripture will by no means justify.
They suppose that prosperity is a token of Divine
love and approbation; and that affliction, on the
contrary, is a mark of God’s displeasure. But an
mspired writer -assures us, that “ we cannot know
good or evil by all that is before us.” Considering,
however, that we are prone to forget God in our
abundance, and that the rod of correction is the
means whereby thousands are turned to God, we have
reason rather to esteem affliction, at least as the more
needful, if not the richer, blessing of the two. Cer-
tain it is that there are multitudes now in heaven,
who owed their first serious impressions to some
- heavy chastisement ; and who must for ever say with
the Psalmist, * It is good for me that I have been
afflicted.” Nor can we doubt but_that the good of
mankind is one principal end for Whlch ';od puts the
cup of sorrow into their hands.
- VOL.X. B
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A remarkable proof of this we have in the passage
before us. The Jews were continually provoking. -
" God to jealousy, by depending on alliances with hea- -
thens, and worshipping their idols. God, ever slow

to anger, and delighting in mercy, used all possible
methods to reclaim them. He had tried what kind-
ness would effect, and had found no success. He
now determined to take the rod; and sent them word
by the prophet, that he would punish them for their
offences; but that the end of their punishment should
be to reduce them to a happier and better state:
““« Therefore,” says he, (because you are so bent to
follow your own evil ways) “ behold, I will hedge
up,”’ &c. _ .
In these words we see,
I. What means God uses to reclaim his people—

Though God could effect his purposes instantly,
by a mere act of his will, yet he 1s pleased in general
to accomplish them by means suited to the end. In
reclaiming his people,

1. He obstructs their ways— _

[In their unregenerate state they run on, like others, in
the ways of sin. But when Aés time is come, he instructs them
either by temporal calamities or by spiritual convictions.

In the common course of events he deprives them of health,

fortune, friends; or perhaps by their own imprudence brings
disorders or distress upon them.
- These trials, however, of themselves have only a momentary
effect; and therefore he accompanies them with the secret
energy of his Spirit, convincing them of their guilt and danger,
and making them tremble through fear of his eternal judg-
ments. He ¢ meets them as an armed man,” so that they
dare no longer to “ rush on upon the thick bosses of his
buckler.,” o - .

Thus he “ hedges up their way with thorns,” and makes
their progress in sin very difficult and painful.]
- 2. He disappoints their endeavours—

[God saw the Jews bent on forming alliances with Egypt
and Assyria notwithstanding -all his warnings to renounce
them. He therefore sent them into.captivity in  Babylon,
where they could have no'communications with Egypt or
Assyria; and thus ¢ built up a wall, that they could not find

their former lovers.,” =
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Thus we have our idols which we are prone to follow, not-
withstanding all the troubles or convictions that are sent to
wean us from them. Perhaps the world is the object: of our
atfections; and we weary ourselves in the pursuit of its honours
or emoluments. God therefore secretly blasts our endeavours,
as he did those of his people of old?; and thus shuts us up
as 1t were, unto himself, that we may seek him as our portion.
Perhaps our great idol is self-righteousness: we desire to
““ establish a righteousness of our own,” instead of relying
simply on the righteousness of Christ. God therefore leaves
us to our own feeble eflorts, that, by our repeated violations
of our own vows and covenants, we may be constrained to
look from ourselves unto the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, if we
‘persist 1n breaking through ¢ the hedge,” he will interpose
“awall;” that *° when we follow after our lovers, we may not
overtake them, and when we seek them, we may not be able
to find them.” If smaller difficulties will not answer his end,
he will send greater, till he has accomplished his whole will
concerning us. | |

These interpositions, however, operate in a rational
way ; as will be seen by considering,

II. What effects he produces on their minds—

Where calamities are sent without grace to sanctify
them, they only harden those whom they ought to
reclaim. But when the grace of God co-operates with
his providence, it works in his people,

1. A sense of thelr gwi/t 1n having departed from
him—

[They could once sin without any fear or remorse: at
most, they only viewed sin as an opposition to (rod’s will:
but, when the Spirit of God has opened their eyes, they see
it as an act of spiritual adultery; and they begin to feel as a
woman would, who, after having departed from a kind and
loving ¢ husband,” was just returning to a sense of her duty.
How would she blush at the remembrance of her conduct!
how would she be ready to doubt whether her husband would
ever receive her again, and whether it were possible for her
ever again to be the object of his affections! Thus’a soul
rendered truly sensible of its obligations to God the ¢ hus-
band” of his people, feels a proportionate degree of shame
in having departed from him, of shame mixed with seli-
lothing and self-abhorrence?. ]

2. A consciousness of their folly in having lost
his favour—
a Hag. 1. 6, 9. b Jer, 111 25.
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[1t once appeared folly to serve God: but now this sen-

viment is reversed. Even in the days of their unregeneracy
they had a secret thought, that the godly, whom they df:-
spised, were happier than themselves. But, _When divinely
instructed, they see that they have been ¢ feeding upon ashes,-f
and that a deceived heart has turned them aside®. If ever
they have  tasted that the Lord 1s gracious,” they cannot
fail of looking back with grief on the blessedness they have
lost?, They confess that ¢ once it was better with them than
now;” that, in departing from God, they  forsook the foun-
tain of living waters;” and that, in seeking happiness in the
creature, they © hewed out to themselves broken cisterns that

could hold no water®.”]

3. A determination of heart to retui'n to him—

[They no longer say, *“ We will follow after other lovers®;”
but, ¢ We will return to our first husband.” They view God
as their rightful Lord, to whom they are bound by every tie;
and, with indignation against themselves for their past con-
duct, they say, * Other lords besides thee have had dominion
over us; but by thee only will we make mention.of thy
name&.”| -

The whole of this effect is strongly exemplified in
the prodigal son—
- [The prodigal departed from his father, and spent his

substance in riotous living. God, intending to reclaim him,
sent a famine into the country where he had taken up his
residence. (However casual this might appear, it was ordained
of God for his good.) He would not regard this ‘* hedge,” or
return to his father while he could get any other support. He
therefore hired himself to a citizen of that place to feed his
swine; and when almost famished, preferred the husks which
the swine ate of, to the bread he might obtain by returning
home. God seeing this obstinate reluctance in him, so ordered
1t, that, notwithstanding he had spent all his fortune there, no
man should have pity enough to relieve his wants. At last,
constrained by necessity, and stopped as by “a wall,” the pro-
digal is induced to return to his father’s house, where he
finds a reception beyond all expectation kind and gracious.
Thus misfortune upon misfortune, or conviction upon convic-
tion, are sent to us, till, distressed on every side, and dis-
appointed in every attempt to extricate ourselves, we are
‘“ made willing” to return to God.] ' o

We may LEARN from this subject,

¢ Isal. xliv, 20. d Gal. iﬁ. 15. . ¢ Jer, ii, 13; |
f ver, 5., , ¢ Isai. xxvi. 13,
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[We dever seek God, till we are constrained by his provi-

dence and grace to do so: and, to the latest hour of our lives,

we need hedges and ‘walls to keep us in the way of .duty.
What an astonishing proof is this of our utter alienation from
God, yea, of our enmity against him! Let us blush and be
confounded before him.] S B
- 2. The end of trials—

- [They « spring not from the dust,” but are sent for 0111'

gOOd. They are ]j]_{e the a,ngeltha‘i; met Balaam?®b - an d our |

obstinacy in breaking through these obstructions would have
repeatedly subjected us to the sword of vengeance, if our God
had not still exercised .mercy and forbearance towards us.

Let us then “hear the rod, and him that hath appointed it.”]
3. The happiness of a religious life—

[No one ever gave himself up truly to God without find-
ing that * his ways were ways of pleasantness and peace.”
No one ever declined from him, that did not suffer loss in
respect of present happiness, as well as of his future reward.
Let all professors then ‘ be sober and watch unto prayer;”
that instead of saying, It was once better with me than
now, they may ‘make their profiting to appear unto all,” and
be enabled to say on every succeeding day, ¢ It never was so
well with me as at this present time.”] -

h Numb. xxii. 22— 33. -1 Mic. vi, 9.

MCXLITL.
N ' GOD’S DEALINGS WITH PENITENTS. .
Hos. ii. 14, 15. Therefore, bekold, I will allure her, and bring.

- her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her : and
T will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of
. Achor for a door of hope. -

~ WHOEVER is at all conversant with the holy
Scriptures, must know, that they are, in many parts,
highly figurative. If we examine many of our Lord’s
‘expressions, and indeed some whole discourses, we
shall see, that they were unintelligible to those who
Interpreted them only according to their hiteral mean-

3 Because they were intended to be understood
 a mystical and spiritual sense: hence our Lord
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took occasion to inform them, that the _words Whlc.h
he spake unto them were  spirit and life.” This 1s
yet still more observable in the prophetic writings,
which almost always must be taken in a mystical, as
well as literal sense ; and indeed In many places, as
Bishop Lowth has well observed, the spiritual mean-
ing is more true, and more immediately intended,
than the literal. This, I apprehend, i1s the case 1n
the passage before us. God has been decla,r}ng,
what he would do in order to reclaim the ten tribes
from their idolatries; that he would  hedge up
their way with thorns, and make a wall, so that they
should not be able to find their former ways,” 1. e. (as
1t 1s more fully set forth in the ninth and following
verses) that he would deprive them of all their
national blessings, and deliver them into the hand of
their Assyrian enemies: then, in my text, he adds,
‘““ Therefore (it should rather be translated, ¢ zever-
theless’) 1 will allure her,” and so on. He had, in
ver. 7, mentioned, that in consequence of the obstruc-
tions which he would put in their way, they should
be brought to see their sin and folly, and to say, “ I
will return unto my first husband :” and now he pro-
ceeds to declare, how he would deal with them, when
they should be brought to that frame of mind: that
he would allure her, and give her the Valley of
Achor for a door of hope.” Now this has never been
Literally accomplished : for, if we except about twelve
thousand Israelites, who accompanied the tribes of
Judah and Benjamin in their return from the Baby-
lonish captivity, none of the ten tribes have ever yet
returned to their native country. We must there-
fore look for a spiritual sense to this passage : and
here we have the authority of an Inspired writer to
Interpret it, as relating to the conversion of the Gen.
tile world, and the deliverance of God’s chosen people
from a state of bondage to sin and Satan. St. Paul,
I Rom. ix. 25, speaking expressly on the call of the
Gentiles, quotes the last verse of this chapter in
Hosea, and declares that this prophecy then received
1ts completion. We may therefore without hesitation
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consider- the. passage as: declaring the manner in
which God deals with hi¥ ‘penitent and' contrite
people, when once the Church, or any individual in
it, 1s so wrought upon by temporal calamitiés or
spiritual convictions, as to. say, “ I will go and
return unto my first, my rightful husband.” Godi
says, as In my text, I will allure her, and bring hert
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably to hery
and 1 will give her her vineyards from thence, and

the valley of Achor for a door of hope.” In declaring
from hence how God will deal with his returning
people, we may observe, that he will encourage

I. With present comforts—

[The readiness of God to receive sinners is not discovered
in any thing more than in his mode of dealing with them in
their return to him: if there be only ¢ some good in them,” he
1s sure to notice it with some testimony of his approbation: in
proportion as they advance towards him, he makes greater
advances towards a reconciliation with them: and when he sees
that they begin in earnest to seek his face, he will cause them
to abound in consolations. ¢ He will allure them :” we must
~ not suppose that God will really deceive any one; but yet
there is a sense wherein he may be said to “allure” men: he
will conceal from the view of penitents such things as might
alarm and terrify them : he will feed them, while they are yet
babes, with milk ; and will withhold the stronger meat, which
they are not yet able to digest. There are many things which
he will say to them at a future period; but from which he
diverts their attention at present, as from things which they
cannot receive: and thus he leads them gently, as their
strength will bear. He now also in a peculiar manner reveals
himself to the soul, and fills it with heavenly delight. The
sinner coming first to a sense of God’s favour, 1s borne up, as,
it were, on eagles’ wings: he seems to be breathing a purer
“air; I had almost said, to be living in a new world. His sen-

sations are so entirely changed, that one may, almost without
an hyperbole, call him * a new creature "’ frqm bemg-fdead as
to all spiritual things, he begins to enjoy a splr_ituxaél-;hfe:- from
being in total darkness, he 1s ¢ brought forth into marvellous
light:” from dreading God’s displeasure, he feels ‘ his love
shed abroad in his heart.” Now therefore he supposes he
never can lose the savour of these things: “Am I a dog,”
thinks he, that I should ever more offend this gracious Being,
‘who has thus freely forgiven all my trespasses? - Alas! little
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knowing what depravity and deceitfulness there 1s in the
human heart, he concludes that he shall now bear down all
before him: the corruptions of his own heart seem to be_ SO
mortified, as to be almost extinct : the world now is as nothing
in his eyes: and Satan himself, formidable as he 1s, now
appears to be “bruised under his feet.” Perhaps he has
learned, as it were by wrote, to acknowledge himself weak,
frail, and inwardly depraved; but the frame of his mind is like
David’s, when he said, “ My mountain is so strong, I shall
never be moved.” Thus does God allure penitents: nor 1is
this any more than what is necessary at the first; for their
habits of sin are deeply rooted; their attachment to the things
of time and sense is very strong ; and the opposition they will
afterwards meet with from the world, the flesh, and the dewil,
1s so powerful, that they need all possible encouragement ;
they need time to get strength; they need to taste the sweet-
ness of religion now, in order that when they come to endure
the cross, they may be able to testify, from their own expe-
rience, that religion, with all its difficulties, is an incomparably
better portion than the world. This was remarkably exem-
plified at the first publication of the Gospel : the three thou-
sand converts “ continued daily with one accord in the temple,
and ate their bread with gladness and singleness of heart,
praising God, and having favour with all the people.” 'The
favour of man they had very little reason to expect: but God
~saw fit to keep his infant Church for a little time from per-
secution, 1n order that their happiness might have no alloy,
and that they might grow in strength, and be able to endure
it afterwards, when it should come upon them: and thus he
allured them, as it were, to a steady and resolute adherence to
his cause.

Further, God says, * I will bring her into the wilderness.”
Many able and judicious Commentators translate these words
somewhat differently, “I will allure her after I have brought
her into the wilderness:” and this I should suppose to be the
more proper rendering of the words, because the sense is then
clear ; viz. ‘“ After having afflicted her for her sins, I will
comtort her on her return to me.” But, if we retain the pre-
sent version, we must understand the °wilderness’ to mean
not a state of affliction, but a state of solitude and retirement:.
and this makes very good sense, and exactly agrees with the
experlence of young Christians. When God allures them in
the manner we have before represented, they immediately for-
sake the company of the world, and seek their God in retire-
ment: they now love solitude; they now never feel themselves
!ess alone than when alone : nor would they forego their secret
intercourse with God for all the world. There are many sea-
sons when they would account the presence of their very
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dearest_;ﬁignd;tof be a grievous interruption. But, however
true the words are in this sense; I apprehend the other to be
the better version of them; and therefore passing by this, we
observe further, That God will speak comfortably to those
whom he thus allures. He makes his word now to be exceed-
ing -precious to their souls: he opens their understandings to
understand it; and they begin to hear God speaking in and by
it: and O! how delightful are the promises! With what
eagerness do they embrace the promises! With what unspeak-
able pleasure do they now apply them to themselves! Under
a sense of guilt, they now see that they may have pardon for
sins of the deepest dye: under a consciousness of their own
insufficiency for any thing that is good, they see here in the
sacred records an inexhaustible treasure of grace and strength.
In every situation and circumstance of life they find, that
there is a word suited to their condition: they hear the voice
of God in the promises; and by these he speaks indeed most
comfortably to them. There is somewhat peculiar in the
original words ; literally translated, they mean, ¢ 1 will speak
to her heart:” and this is very properly rendered, “1 will
speak comfortably to her;’ for God speaks to the outward
ears of thousands to very little purpose: he invites, but they
are not entreated ; he promises, but they are not comforted :
but, when once he speaks to the keart, then comfort flows in

apace, and ‘‘ they rejoice with joy unspeakable and glorified.”] -

Thus we see how God, alluring the sinner, and
speaking comfortably to him, leads him on by pre-
sent comforts. We proceed to shew, how he en-

courages him,
II. With future prospects—

[He that is born of God, is indeed born to a great in-
heritance: nor is he in danger of expecting too much at the
hands of God; for, as he has said in general, ¢ Open thy
mouth wide and 1 will fill it,” so he says in the passage before
us, ‘““ 1 will give her vineyards from hence, and the valley of
Achor, for a door of hope.” You will call to mind what was
observed in the beginning of this discourse, that this passage
was never literally fulfilled, and that St. Paul has explained it
in a spiritual and mystical sense: and this we now repeat,
lest our construction, or rather our application of it should
appear fanciful or forced. Vineyards were a very important
part of the produce of the land of Canaan; imsomuch, that
when the spies went to search out the land, they brought
back a cluster of grapes upon the shoulders of two men, as the
best proof of the fertility of the soil. When the Lord there-
fore promises to give his people ¢ vineyards from thence,” he
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means by it a suppz of every temporal blessing, which hewill

bestow upon them from the very instant th&f? !;hey thus return -
unto him. If therefore we apply this spiritually, we may

understand by it a supply of all spiritual blessings, which God

will vouchsafe to his people from the time that they come to

him with real penitence and contrition. Just as when our Lord
says, “ If any man thirst, let him come unto me a,.nd dl'lnka and
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water:” (by which he
meant all the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit:) so, 1 appre-
hend, when God says in my text, “ I will give her vineyards,
he means every kind of temporal and spiritual blessing. 1t 1s
added further, I will give her the valley of Achor for a door
of hope.” Achor was a very rich valley, so called from the
circumstance of Achan being stoned there. It was the first
portion of the promised land that came into the possession of
the Israelites: and this was to them a door of hope; 1t was a
ground of assurance, that they should in due time possess the
whole land : it was, as it were, an earnest, whereby they were
taught to expect the fulfilment of all the promises. Here then
we see the meaning of the passage before us, according to the
spiritual interpretation of it: God promises to his people the
richest spiritual blessings; and teaches them to consider all
which they here possess, as an earnest only of what they shall
hereafter inherit. Now it is by this prospect of receiving all
spiritual and eternal blessings, that the young Christian 1s
encouraged to proceed.

First, He has a prospect of all spiritual blessings. The
believer soon finds, that, if he will be faithful to his God, he
must forego some worldly advantages; and sacrifice every
interest that stands in competition with his duty. Now this
to our earthly hearts is no little trial : those who are insincere
cannot stand this test ; like the young man in the Gospel, they
may wish for an interest in Christ; but, if they must sell all
in order to obtain it, they will rather part with Christ and his
benefits : yea, if for a season they make a profession of godli-
ness, they will at last, like Demas, prove by their conduct that
they are *“ lovers of this present evil world.” But, as an anti-
dote against this polson, God promises that he will give better
riches, even “ durable riches and righteousness;” and, that the
blessings which he will bestow, shall far more than counter-
balance any thing which can be lost for him: and thus he
inclines the soul to suffer temporal loss, in expectation of
greater spiritual advantage ; and (as did the saints of old,) to
“take joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing that they

have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.” The

Christian also, after a Little time, begins to find that he has
many sore conilicts to maintain; that he has enemies on every

side; that he has temptations without number ; and thathe has = |
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in himself no strength, either to withstand one tempfation, orto

overcome one '-'enemy . Under&ueh cncumstancﬁlﬁ;

soon faint and be weary, but that God has engaged fo; support

. T
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him in every trial, and make him con ONqueror over evely enemy.

Ir.
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|."'.

hewould
o ' :

But when he knows, that ‘his strength shall be according to

his day;” that there shall be “no: temptation without away

to escape ;” and that every conflict shall produce an abundant

Increase of grace and peace; he is willing to engages
enemies, under a full assurance, that, while God is for him,he -
need not regard any that are against him. He has already

found the blessedness of serving God: he knows, by his own
experience, that God ¢ never is a wilderness unto his people;”
that he is a gracious master, who richly repays them for what-
ever they may do or suffer in his cause. Having therefore
experienced this, he looks forward with confidence: having
obtained grace in past trials, he expects assuredly, that it shall
be given him in future difficulties : having tasted how gracious
the Lord is, he expects to receive yet richer communications
of peace and joy: he looks upon every thing he receives as an
earnest of something future. DU o
In addition to spiritual blessings which he hopes to receive
in this life, he has A prospect of eternal blessings in the life to
come : his increasing conformity to the Divine 1mage is a door
of hope, that he shall one day be ¢ holy as God is holy:” his
Increasing happiness gives him a lively assurance, that he shall
ere long be free from every care, and be happy as the angels
that are around the throne: so also the sweet communion
which he enjoys with God in secret, those discoveries of his
glory, and those communications of his love, are as earnests,
that he shall one day see God face to face, and *“ drink of the
rivers of pleasure which are at his right hand, for evermore.”
Now this contains somewhat of the Christian’s experience,
when first he comes to God through Christ: he is led on at
first by present comforts; and, as he proceeds, his prospects
open ; so that in an assured expectation of grace sufficient for
him, and of a crown of glory at the end, he ¢ goes on, con~
‘quering and to conquer.”] .

We will now conclude with an ADDRESS—

1. To those who may now be enjoying their first
love— : L

- [The prophet observes, that the time of espousals isa time
of love®: and in the letter to the Church of Ephesus, mention
is made of a first love; by which is meant, that peculiar
earnestness and delight in Divine things whlch_are_ often to be
observed in young converts. Now it may be, that some of you

a Jel'; iil 2- =
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who are here present have just begun to taste the joys of
religion: you have peace with God 1n your consciences ; and
can scarcely think of any thing but the goodness of (_E'rod to
your souls. I would to God this might always remain; or
rather, that it might increase more and more; and that you
might so learn divine lessons in prosperity, as not to need to
learn them in a more humiliating way! DBut this 1s very
rarely the case: the deep things of (God are scarcely ever
learned in this way: in general, God, after a season, leaves
the soul to discern its own depravity, and to feel its utter
helplessness: and, in order to humble it in the dust, he suflers
the latent corruptions of the heart to spring up, and thus to
harass and defile the soul. Not that God acts thus from any
pleasure which he takes in mortifying the soul: 1 am per-
suaded he would rather overcome us by love, because ¢ he
delights in the prosperity of his people:” but this is the way
in which he punishes our past sins, and our present neglects;
he suffers those very sins, which most dishonoured and pro-
voked him in our unregenerate state, most to grieve and
perplex us after our conversion: and every secret backsliding
he punishes, by withdrawing in a measure his restraining
grace; so that, as the prophet says, ¢ Our own wickedness
corrects us, and our backslidings reprove us.” You must not
wonder, therefore, if this should be your own experience: and
this I say, not to damp your joy, so much as to keep you
from abusing it. Strange as it may appear, our hearts will
sometimes take occasion, even from religious joys, to puff us
up with pride, or to lull us into security: and wherever pride
or security 1s, no doubt there will ere long be a fall. Re-
member then, that these comforts which God vouchsafes you,
are to be an occasion of gratitude, but not of pride; * a door
of hope,” but not of presumption. When once you begin to
presume upon your attalnments, and to think that less dili-
gence, less watchfulhess, and less fervour will suffice, be
assured, that the blessings you so abuse will be withdrawn -
you will find, that your gifts, your graces, and your comforts,
will decline. Be on your guard then against ¢ leaving your
first love:” be sober, and watch unto prayer: and, if you find
but the first beginnings of decay, O! flee to the Saviour; flee
to him as for your lives: if you feel yourselves sinking, cry to
him, ¢ Save, Lord, or I perish!” and endeavour, “as ye have
reccived the Lord Jesus Christ, so to walk in him, rooted and
built up in him, and established in the faith as ye have been
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”]

2. Those who have “ left their first love ”

[ Perhaps you will ask, “ 'Who are they? and how shall
I know whether I be of the number?” Beloved, this is no
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hard thing ¢o know. It is true, there may have been some
abatement with respect to rapturous or ecstatic feelings, while
yet your love remains as firm as ever: but yet all who are
really'w king migh to God, find the text realized in their own
experience. GOd_ allures them by the consolations of his Spirit;

he seal “his promises on their hearts: he enriches them with
- gifts and graces; and he opens glorious prospects to their view.
'If_"_--_therefore, instead of being thus allured, your spirit is
become dull; if, instead of finding the promises precious to
your soul, they scarcely ever dwell upon your mind, or admi-
1' Plzster any solid comfort; if your giﬂ:s or graces, instead of
ncreasing, decline; and if, instead of looking for, and longing
after, and hasting to, your heavenly inheritance, you are be-
coming more forgetful of it, and ready, as it were, to take up
your rest in earthly things, Thou art the man: whoever thou
~art, * 1 have somewhat against thee;” * Thou hast left thy
first love.” O! ¢ turn and repent, and do thy first works.”
See what has caused this declension in thy soul: see what
there is that troubles the camp: and O! put away the accursed
thing: if thou hast given way to a worldly spirit, watch and
pray against 1t : 1f pride have defiled thy soul, humble thyself
for it before God, and beg for grace, that thou mayest * be
clothed with humility : if passion be thy besetting sin, pray
that thou mayest  put on meekness as the elect of God,” and
be adorned with that ¢ meek and quiet spirit which is in the
sight of God of great price.” If sloth be the enemy that hath
cut thy locks, and shorn thy strength, up, up, and be doing:
in short, whatever it be that has caused' thy declension, sacri-
fice 1t, though 1t be ‘¢ precious as a right eye, and necessary as
a right hand.” ¢ Cease to do evil, and learn to do well: put
away the evil of your doings.” I know indeed, that you
cannot put it away of yourselves; but I know at the same
time, that, till after it be put away, God will not shed abroad
his love in your heart, nor can you look up with comfort and
confidence to him. ¢ Turn ye then unto your God, from
whom you have deeply revolted;” and know, that he is a
God ready to pardon: * he will heal your backslidings, and
~ love you freely:” he will give you the earnest of his Spirit

- in your hearts, and fill you with joy in expectation of the full

~ inheritance. O beloved! say with the Church of" old, I

 will go and return unto my first Husband; for then it was

_ better with me than now:” and you will find, that, as * he
~ hateth putting away,” so * he will cast out none that come
- wiehm S
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' GOD BETROTHING US TO HIMSELF.

Hos. 11 lQ.@OIszZ betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I R

will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment,
and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth
thee unto me in faithfulness : and thou shalt know the Lord.
THERE are various figures used in Scripture to
represent the care which God will take of his people:
but that which is the most endearing, the most
honourable, and, perhaps I might add, the most
frequent, of any, is a marriage covenant. The Old
Testament abounds with expressions to this effect.

Jeremiah has whole chapters addressed to the Church
‘as an adulterous wife, and inviting her to be recon-

ciled to her divine Husband. Hosea not only delivers

messages in similar terms, but was actually com-
manded to take an adulteress (. e. either one who
had been so, and was now penitent, or one who,
though chaste at the time of his union with her,
afterwards proved abandoned) to be his wife, in
order that he might be a visible sign unto the Jewish
nation. By this, Jehovah, having for a season put
away his people for their unfaithfulness, here makes
known to them his purpose to restore them yet again
to his favour. Let us notice, A

I. How God contemplates the restoration of his
anclent people— . - |
He considers himself as standing in the relation of
a husband to them— -

[He had chosen them, and set them apart for that end®
—-—— He acknowledges himself as still bearing that relation
to them® And complains of their unfaithfulness to him in
terms peculiar to that relation® —-—.—-—-——-—-_-_Andﬁurges their return
to him by the consideration of their duty to him under that
relation®, T S

Amongst men, such a restoration of the offending party

would be inexpediente: but God both can and will do it in

8 Ezek. xvi. 8. b Iamhv 5. ewer b &
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perfect conemtency with his own hcmour He te]le us, He
will do it “in righteousness,” havmg accepted the sacrifice of
his enly dear Son in their behalff,” He will do it “in judg-
ment,” having from all eternity determmed so to act towards
them®& He will do it “in loving-kindness,” having e lcwed
them with an everlasting loveD, He will do it ““in mermee, |

having freely forglven them all their trespasses!, Hewilldoit
““1n falthfulness, seeing that ¢ his gifts and ealhng are w1th0ut’_}__. o
repentancek.  And, that he is determined to do it, he makes .

clear by a threefold repetltlon of his purpose, ¢ 1 will betroth
thee, I will, I will :” and, because it seems a stretch of mercy

beyond all reasonable hope, he says,” I will even betroth thee-
“1n faithfulness.”] -

He further declares that in this his renewed con-

nexion with them he will far exceed all his former
mercies—

| His former espousal of them issued in their being repu-
diated : but this shall be ‘for everl” And, whereas their
former knowledge of his character was very 1mperfect they
shall now have sueh discoveries of him as they had no concep-
tion of before ; they shall behold all his perfectlons as harmo-
nizing in this stupendous act of mercy®™, and all ¢ his glory as
shining 1n the face of Jesus Christ®.”]

But “1s God the God of the Jews only? Is he
not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:”
and to them also does my text refer: so that, to
enter fully mto 1t, we must turther notice,

II. What glad tidings are here announced to the
Gentile Church—

To the Christian Church does St. Paul expressly
apply this prophecy, saying, “ God saith i Osee, I
will call them my people, which were not my people;
and her beloved, which was not beloved. And it
shall come to pass, that in the place where 1t was
said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall

they be called the children of the living God®°.”

Now, in fact, Christ stands in the same relatlon to
us as Jehovah did to the Jews—

f Rom. iii. 21, 22. g Eph. i. 8—11. M Jer. xxxi. 8.
1 Rom. xi_ 27_ k Rom. x1. 29. | 1 Je'r.lxxxi. 31—33.
m Isai. xlv. 21, n 2 Cor.iv. 6.  © Rom. ix. 24—2.
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He is the Bridegroom of his Church?; and every true Cl:lrls-
tian, as well as the whole body of his Church, 1s presented to
him under the character of his spoused. True, we have de-
parted grievously from him, and may justly be put away by
him for ever. But he authorizes his ministers to bring us
back to him, and engages not to cast ofl’ so mugh as one who
shall return to him in penitence and faith™. }£1s language to
us is “Turn ye, turn ye; why will you die®?” And so has
he prepared the way for our return, that the perfections of
God shall not, only not be dishonoured, but shall be greatly
glorified, in that event. St. Paul takes great pains to shew,
that the righteousness of God will be displayed in it no less
than his mercyt: so that in it ¢ shall mercy and truth meet

together, and righteousness and peace kiss each other™.”

By entering into this relation to Christ, our happi-
ness will be immeasurably and eternally enhanced—

[Other unions are but for a time: but this shall be for ever.
‘“ He will not cast off his people, when once he has been pl?ased
to make us his people®” And he wishes us to know this for
our joy. The covenant he makes with us is different from that
which he made with the Jews. His covenant with them was
to depend on their stability; and therefore it was dissolved :
but that which he makes with us, provides for our stability
itself, and therefore shall never be dissolved to all eternity?.
And who can conceive what discoveries of his glory shall be
vouchsafed to us through eternal ages? We cannot really
know God now, unless we are united to him in Christ Jesus:
but, when that union takes place, we, like Moses in the cleft of
the rock, have all his perfections proclaimed to us, and all his
goodness made to pass, as it were, before our eyes? Increasing
experience of his love will give us increasing discoveries of his
love. Yet to the last we shall only behold, as it were, his
back parts, and see him as in a glass darkly: but when once
the soul is liberated from the body, ¢ we shall see him as we
are seen, and know him as we are known 2.”]

ADDRESS—

1. Be hke-minded with God in reference to the
Jews— |

~ [You see with what delight he views their restoration to
him: and will you be indifferent about that great event? Far
be 1t from you. The whole creation will take a deep interest

P Matt. 1x. 15. ¢ 2 Cor. x1. 2. r John vi, 3%.
s Ezek. xxxiii. 11. t Rom. iii. 25, 26. @ Ps. lxxxv. 10.
x 1 Sam. xii. 22. Yy Heb. vi. 17, 18.

% Exod. xxxiii. 19, 23. 8 1 Cor. x1ii. 12.
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L, and express, every thing according to its ability, its
ii esire to contribute to their happiness® —— —Do y¢ also

rward to the event with ardent desire, and exert

-
H

2 ;.;-*Ac’cept with gratitude the overtures now ma.de .
in reference to yourselves— | = R AU

[In the name of Jehovah I would ndw eSPOHSGI you to the ;

Lord Jesus Christ®: and for your encouragement I would say,
that there is not one perfection of the Deity, not even justice
itself, that will not be glorified in your acceptance of his prof-

_ fered' mercy 4. O, think what it will be to stand in that near
relation to the Deity, and what blessedness you will obtain
both in time and in eternity by means of it! Methinks all
heaven will rejoice when the time shall have arrived for the
marriage of the Lamb to be consummatede. May all of you

- now daily have your meetness for that blessed event increased,
and In due season have your joy perfected in the full fruition
of your Saviour and your God.] = -

b ver. 21—23. ¢ 9 Cor. xi. 2.
d 1 John 1. 9. ¢ Rev, xi1x. T.

MCXLYV.
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS.

Hos. iii. 5. Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and
seek the Lord their God, and David their king; and shall

Jear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.

- KNOWN unto God are all his works from the
beginning of the world; and whatever he has pre-
‘determined in his eternal counsels shall surely be
fulfilled. Often indeed is the execution of hs pur-
“poses delayed till unbelievers begin to think that his
~word has failed of its accomplishment : but “ in the
evening time it shall be light:” and when the ob-
stacles to his will seem almost insurmountable, he

- will glorify himself in fulfilling it beyond all human
- expectation. . Thus he acted, when, according to his
- promise, he brought the Israelites out of Egypt. He
- suffered them to be detained till the very last day
-+ that they could be detained consistently with the truth

S YOLe X c o
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of his xpromise; and then, when the Israelites them-

selves were almost reduced to despair, he brought
them out with a mighty hand and a stretched-out
arm. Thus also will he act yet once more towards

that chosen people. They are now dispersed almost
beyond the hope of conversion to God. But there

is a period when they shall as universally, and perhaps
too as suddenly, commit themselves to the govern-
ment of Christ, as ever they did to the direction of

Moses; nor is it improbable that they will yet again
inhabit that very land, from which they have been

driven for their iniquities.
To elucidate this subject we shall consider,

I. The event foretold in this prophecy—

The whole of the Gospel dispensation is often called
““ the latter days:” but here the expression refers to
what is called by many, the Millennium, or the time
when all the kingdoms of the world shall be converted

to Christ. In that day,

The Jews shall universally return to God through

Christ—

[When the ten tribes revolted from the house of David
under Jeroboam, they established idolatry in opposition to the
worship of the true God, and set up kings of their own in
opposition to those who sat on the throne of David. But in
about two hundred and fifty years they were carried captive to
Assyria; and from that time to the present hour they have had
no king or governor of their own; and have been deprived of
all opportunities of worshipping God, either according to the
Mosaic ritual, or according to their own idolatrous super-
stitions® However they are not wholly and finally abandoned
of their God: for, when his Spirit shall be poured out upon
all flesh, they shall take the lead in turning unto God®, and
shall voluntarily appoint the Lord Jesus Christ as their heade,
This blessed truth is abundantly confirmed in Scripture?: and
the accomplishment of it will display in a most stupendous
manner the unsearchable riches of Grod’s wisdom and goodness ]

* ver. 4. The ‘ Teraphim” seem to have been images to which
they resorted for the purposes of divination.

b Zech. viii. 28. ¢ Hos. 1. 11.

1 Fzek. xxxiv. 23, 24. and xxxvil. 21, 22, 24,

¢ Rom. x1. 33.
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In tursing to God, ey, shall
fluenced b;*i_f the Divine goodness— . G

[The sanctions of the J ewrsh Iew were prmmpa,lly fa
penal nature, and calculated te_beget a servile spirit, Even
Moses himself at the giving of: th
and quakedf. But, as formerly 1:he5r feared the Lord and his,

e law exceedingly trembledi‘:-,__gfﬁ{jjj;;_.-:- N

Judgments, so in the latter day they will ¢ fear the Lord and
his goodness&:” they will marvel at his kindness in choosing

their nation in the days of old; and at his patience in bearing
with them during their long departure from him; and, above
all, at his mercy and faithfulness in bringing them back into
his Church, and manifesting to them again the tokens of his
love. With these considerations they will be overwhelmed ;
and, constrained by his love, wﬂl become patterne of all

mghteousness b.]

While we contemplate this Stupendous event, let
us 1mprove it by considering,

II. The 1nstruction to be derwed from it—

Very a,ppmprla.te mstructlon may“be gathered
from 1t, - -

1. By the unbehevmg world—

[There are infidels who deny the inspiration of Scripture :
and, even amongst those who profess to believe the Scriptures,
there are not a few, who look upon the future restoration of
the Jews to God as a cunningly-devised fable. But let both
the one and the other of these persons look at this prophecy,
and see how unreasonable their doubts are. Who that was
- not inspired of God, would have ventured to predict such
- events as are here referred to, namely, The continuance of the
~Jews as a distinct people all over the world, yet without any

'_?kmg or governor of their own, and without any priest or sacri-
-~ fice, or opportunity to worship the true God according to their

Iaw, and equally without practising the idolatrous superstitions

e to. ' which in every period of their history they were prone?

_, ho,- I say, would have ventured to predict such a state of
thi gs as this, if he was not inspired of God so to do? And

w would go on to foretell their future restoration to God,
- and their entire consecration to him as his willing and obedient
“se_-'ﬁf“ﬁ,_ff’_:'_-imrts'? Yet has the former part of this prediction been
n_un‘j ""i’-_;j;:_f_'agj_;_ﬂnably fulfilled. We see them preserved a distinct
 people:to this hour; the tem tribes, from the time of their
Py .captwlty in Assyria, and the other two tribes, from the time
‘r_:' | '_of the:r dlf-;i'—."erelon by the Romans. Every where are they
f Hﬂ, x]j 21 B Rom2}u 4, h Jer. xxxm 9.
e _
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distinguished by these two great peculiarities,—an incapacity to
worship their own God according to his appointment, and an
aversion to idolatry, to which their whole nation were so long
and so obstinately addicted. 'This then is to the whole world
an evidence, that the Scriptures are divinely inspired, and @
pledge, that the event predicted shall 1n due time be fulfilled. ]

2. By those who are inquiring after God—

[Every awakened soul desires to know how it may find
acceptance with God. And here the way of access to God,
and of acceptance with him, is plainly declared. The Jews 1n
due season will return to God through Christ, and will devote
themselves to his service with filial gratitude and love. And
it is in this way that every sinner must return to God. There
is no other Mediator through whom any sinner in the universe
can come to God: nor will any man be accepted of him, unless
he surrender up himself to God in a way of holy obedience.
On the other hand, no one who approaches God under a grate-
ful sense of redeeming love, and with a desire to fulfil his will,
shall ever be cast out. In fact, it 1s for this very end, even to
produce this change in the hearts and lives of men, that God’s
perfections are manifested’, or his promises revealed®, or
his blessings givenl. Let every one of you then return to
God in this way: for there is not one who has not departed
from him, even as the Jews themselves, or who does not need
the same penitence and faith as they: and I can venture to
assure every penitent and believing soul, that whosoever
cherishes this holy fear, shall have the light of God’s recon-
ciled countenance lifted up upon him, and experience to his
joy the same blessed liberty and the same divine enlargement,
as they™.]

3. By those who are giving way to desponding

fears—

[Many, when first seeking after God, are ready to ask,
Can 1t be that one so vile as I should ever obtain favour with
God, or one so obdurate be ever penetrated with the feelings
of penitence and love? Now I say, Look at the Jews; their
wickedness, even from their first coming out of Egypt to their
final expulsion from their own land, was most atrocious, even
beyond that of the nations whom they were sent to extirpate.
And now for the space of eighteen hundred years they have
been as impenitent and obdurate as men could be. Yet behold
God has still designs of love towards them, and will ere long,'
restore the whole nation to his favour. To all their other sing

i See the blessed effect on Moses, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 8.
E 92 Cor. vii. 1. ! Heb. xii. 28, m Isai. vi. 1, 5.
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they added that of crucifying the Lord of glory: and yet are
they not utterly and eternally cast off. Nay, when once the
Spirit of God shall be poured out upon them, they shall, con-
trary to the course of nature, be like a majestic river *‘ flowing
up to the mountain of the Lord’s house, itself established on
the top of other mountains;” so wonderful shall be the opera-
tion of divine grace upon them® Who then should despair?
Who should limit the exercise either of the power, or of the
grace, of God? Dear brethren, let none despair either of
themselves or others; for God’s mercy is open to all, and shall
be effectual for all who seek it in s appointed way. 1 say
not but that a man’s day of grace may be passed even whilst
he 1s alive 1n this world: but I do say, that no man who desires
mercy, can be in that deplorable condition, because he would
have been already given up by God to utter insensibility and
obduracy. Only let a man come to God through Christ, and
he shall find that with God there is mercy, yea, and plenteous
redemption. Let any man whatever be moved by a sense ot
God’s unbounded goodness to him, and be led by that good-
ness to fear and serve the Lord, and he shall never perish; but
shall be made a monument of that very grace, which shall be
so wonderfully displayed in the latter days, in the restoration

of God's ancient people, and the consequent salvation of the
heathen world. ]

n Jgal. 11. 2.

'l

N e ‘— :
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MCXLVI.

IGNORANCE DESTRUCTIVE.

Hos. iv. 6. My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

IGNORANCE, as it respects the things of this
world, is attended with many evils. It disqualifies

a man for those situations in life that require the
exercise of wisdom and discretion; it degrades him
in society below the rank of those who would other-
wise be deemed his equals or inferiors: and it not
unfrequently leads to idleness, dissipation, and vice.
But ignorance of religion is of infinitely worse conse-
quence ; because it ensures the everlasting destruc-
tion of the soul. To this effect God speaks in the
words before us: from which we shall be led to
shew,

I. The ignorance of the Christian world—
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The Jews, as well those of the ten tribes as those
who worshipped at Jerusalem, were called the
people of God,” because they had received the seal
of his covenant in their infancy, and professed to
acknowledge him as their God. In like manner we,
having in our infancy been baptized into the faith of
Christ, may, in a lax and general sense, be ca}led
his followers, and his people. But among nominal
Christians there is an awful lack of knowledge; an
ignorance,

1. Of themselves—
[How little do they know of their dlindness ! They sup-

pose themselves as competent to judge of spiritual as they are
of carnal things; though God tells them, that they cannot
comprehend the things of the Spirit for want of a spiritual dis-
cernment®.

How little do they know of their guilt ! Do they really feel
themselves deserving of God’s eternal wrath and indignation?
They cannot cordially acquiesce in that idea, notwithstanding
they are expressly sald to be under the curse and condemnation
of the lawP.

How little do they know of their depravity! They will
acknowledge, that they have this or that particular infirmity:
but they have no just conception of the total depravity of their
hearts; or of the truth of God's testimony respecting them,
that ¢“ every imagination of the thoughts of their hearts is evil,
only evil, continually®.” |

How little do they know of their utter helplessness! They
imagine that they can exercise repentance and faith just when
they please, though they are declared by God himself to be
incapable of themselves to do any thing 4, even so much as to

think a good thoughts. ]
2. Of God—

[They may have some general notions of his power and
goodness: but what know they of his holiness? Do they
supl?ofse that sin is so hateful in his eyes as he represents it
to be'?

What know they of his justice? Are they persuaded that, as
the Moral Governor of the universe, he must enforce the sanc-
tions of his own law; and that, however merciful he may be,
he neither will nor can clear the guilty#?

a 1 Cor. ii. 11, 14. - b Gal, iii. 10.
¢ Ps. xiv.2,3. Gen.vi. 5. d John xv. 5.
e 2 Cor. 111. 5. f Hab. 1. 18. 8 Exod. xxxiv. 7,
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~ What know they of his tmt}é ? They read many threaten-
ings 1n his word; but they do not believe that he will execute
them?®,] - o | o

3. Of Christ— S .
[They confess perhaps his Godhead, and acknowledge him

as a dSaviour. But what know they of him as %e is in himself?
Do they discern his beauty, his excellency, his glory? Is He
In their eyes ‘¢ chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether
lovely'?”

What know they of him as %e és to us? Do they comprehend
any thing of the breadth and length, the depth and height
of his unsearchable love®*? Have they any adequate 1dea of
his tender sympathy and compassion!? Have they been
filled with an admiration of his fulness, his suitableness, his
sufficiency ™ ? - _ _

If more were necessary to confirm this melancholy truth, we
would appeal to God’s own assertion respecting us, that our
stupidity and ignorance are more than brutish?®.]

Lest such ignorance should be thought venial, we
proceed to notice,

II. The fatal consequences of 1t—

Doubtless the degrees of criminality attached to
ignorance must vary according to the opportunities
which men have enjoyed of obtaining knowledge.
But in all men who have the light of the Gospel set
before them, a lack of spiritual knowledge,

1. Zends to their destruction—

[Every sin is destructive, but more especially impenitence
and unbelief. And what is the occasion of these? Must they
not be traced to ignorance as their true and proper source ?
If men knew what ignorant, guilty, depraved, and helpless
creatures they are, could they refrain from sorrow and contri-
tion ? - — If they knew what a holy, just, and 1mmutable
God they have to do with, could they do otherwise'than trem-
ble before him 2 — — — If they knew what a merciful, loving,
and adorable Saviour there is, whose bowels are yearning over
them, who is ever following them with invitations and en-
treaties, and who longs for nothing so much as to save their
souls, could they turn their backs upon him? Could they
help crying to him for mercy, and desiring an interest in his

h Luke xvi. 17. i Cant. v. 10, 16. k Ephlu 18, 19,
1 Heb. 11, 18. and 1v. 15. m 1 Cor. 1, 50
n Jsai. 1. 2, 3.
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salvation? — — — If a man, feeling himself in imminent danger
of perishing in the sea, cannot but avail himself of the assist-
ance offered him for the preservation of his life, so pelther can
a man who feels his danger of everlasting destruction neglect
and despise the salvation offered him in the Gospel.}

2. Will issue in their destruction—
[God himself best knows what he has ordained and de-

creed: and as the fates of men will be determined by him at
last, to him, and to his word, we make our appeal.

We want to ascertain the states of those who are ignorant
of the Gospel: God tells us plainly, ¢ They are lost®.”

We want to be informed whether their ignorance will not
be considered as a sufficient plea for their rejection of the
Gospel? God assures us, that instead of operating in that
view, and to that extent, it shall itself be the ground of their
condemnationP.

We would fain hope that the Lord Jesus Christ would in-
terpose for them at the last day, to avert or mitigate their
sentence. But we are told, on the contrary, that he himself
will come to judgment, for the express purpose of taking ven-
geance on themd.

Here we leave the matter. If ye will not believe such plain
and positive declarations of God, we shall in vain hope to
make any lmpression on your minds by any feeble arguments
of our own.] '

INFER—-

1. How carefully should we improve the means of
grace !

[The ordinances are appointed of God for our instruction
in spiritual knowledge. Should we then absent ourselves from
them on shight occasions? or should we be content with a
formal attendance on them, while yet we derive no solid
benefit to our souls? O let us remember that our all is at
stake: and whether we hear, or read, or pray, let us do it as
for eternity. |

2. How earnestly should we pray for the teachings
of God’s Spirit !

[ Whether we be learned or unlearned, we can know
nothing but as we are taught of God. In respect of spiritual
knowledge, the rich have no advantage above the poor: yea,
the poor have rather the advantage of the rich, inasmuch as
they have more docility of mind; and God has promised to
reveal to babes the things which are hid from the wise and

°© 2 Cor.iv.8. P Isai. xxvii. 11. ¥ 2 Thess. i. 7, 8.
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prudent?. . Let us then beg that our eyes may be opened, and
that throu gh the influences of the- Spirit we may. know the
th.mgs whlch are freely given to us of God®.] SN

jow thankful should we be for any mea,sure of

dlvnié knowledo'e '

X |
[To be wise unto salvation is to ‘be wise indeed. All other

_ knowledge is as nothing in comparison of this. Blessed then
are they who can say, ‘ This I know, that, whereas I was
- blind, I now seet.” Yes, Believers, ¢ blessed are your eyes,
whlch now see:” for if ignorance is destructive to the soul,
knowledge, on the other hand, provided 1t be sp1r1tual and

Pl"actlcal will surely save it™]

r Jam. 1. 5 Matt xi. 25, ﬂi'1 COr i 11, 'Eph. 1. 18.
t John ix. 25. Matt. xii, 16. |
u Tsai. liil. 11 John xvu 3 with 1 John il. 3 4

okl — e

MCXLVII

'THE EVIL AND DANGER OF BACKSLIDING.,
Hos iv. 16. Israel slzdeth back as a backsliding keqfer

SUCH is the influence of bad example, that it is
extremely difficult to withstand its attractions, even
at the time that we behold its fatal effects. Israel, o

the ten tribes, from their first apostasy under Jero-
boam, were 1rreclalmably addicted to idolatry. The

© prophet, finding his efforts vain with respect to them,
~ ~ turns to Judah, and entreats that they would not
- tread in the steps of Israel®, who, like an untamed and
- refractory bullock, had entirely cast off the yoke, and
..-._-j.:j‘-_[fg-?refused all subJectlon to Jehovah.

Humiliating as this account of Israel is, it 15 but'

_flf___too Just a representation of the Chrlstlan world,
" whose conduct is utterly unworthy of the name they
l’j_-_-,'-:_,_;_'bear and from whose ways we cannot stand at too
- great a distance. :

T Toi impress this awful truth upon your mlnds we

P fil_'j_ose to SheW

| ﬁ ver. 15 At Gﬂgal and at Bethel, where God had formerly been

Worsh1pped idols were now set up. The prophet, exhorting Judah
.~ not to go to those places, calls Beth-el (the house of God) Beth -aven

o (the house of vamty)
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I. When we may be said to resemble a backsliding
heifer—

We owe submission to our heavenly Master ; but
give too much reason for the comparison in the text.
This resemblance may be seen 1n us,

1. When we will not draw in God’s yoke at all—

[Unconverted men in every age and place are rebeﬁls
against God®: and, though all are not equally profligate In
their manners, all are equally averse to spiritual employments :
the law of God is considered as imposing on them an intolerable
yoke, to which they will not, they cannot submit®. They are
indeed subjected to it against their will ; but neither chastise-
ments nor encouragements can prevail upon them to draw 1n

it: on the contrary, like a ferocious bullock, they are insensible
of favours, and they fret at rebukes?.]

2. When we draw 1n 1t only by fits and starts—

[Many appear willing to obey God in a time of sickness®,
or after some signal deliverancef, or under an impressive ser-
mon¢&, or during a season of peace and tranquillity®: but, as
soon as ever the particular occasion that called forth their pious
resolutions has ceased, or they find that they must suffer for
Christ’'s sake, they forget the vows that are upon them, and
return to their former state of carelessness and indifference’.
They renew their resolutions perhaps at certain seasons; but
““ their goodness 1s as the morning dew, or as the early cloud
that passeth away.” Thus, like a heifer that will draw for one

moment and will not the next, they are, in the strongest sense
of the words, unprofitable servants. ]

3. When we grow weary of the yoke—

[1t is not uncommon for persons to go on well for a season,
and yet draw back at last. They grow weary of performing
their duties, of exercising their graces, of mortifying their lusts.
If they maintain an observance of public duties, they become
remiss in those of the family and the closet: their delight in
the Scriptures languishes; their meditations are cold; their
devotions formal. Their faith, their hope, their love operate
with less vital energy: and their besetting sins, whatever they
were, regain their strength, and resume their ascendancy.

These are like a horse or bullock, which, after having yielded

b Exod.v. 2. Ps. xii, 4. Jer. .31, and vii. 24. © Rom. viii. 7.
d Jer. xxxi. 18. e Tsai. xxvi. 16.

I Ps. cvi. 12, 18. & Exod. xx1v. 8, 7. Jam. . 24.

h Matt, x1ii. 21. i Ps. Ixxviii, 34—37.
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fﬂr -1 3935011, becomes restive and ungovernable, and
dlsaPPOmgﬂ._ffff;ﬂlBI‘Eby the expectations of its owner.]

Lest the frequency of these characters bhOllld

tempt us to think favourably ef them we proceed to
shew, -

BiE ;-_.ﬂ‘e%.he evil and danger of such a state—
We shall notice, '
1 The evil of it—

[A backslidden state, in whomsoever it is found, is exceed-

- mg smful but in those who have made some professmn of reli-
' glon, 1t 1s attended with peculiar aggravations.

It 1s a contemning of God; of his Majesty, which demands

our subjection, and of his mercy, which would accept and re-
‘ward our poor services. And it is In thls llcrht that (God him-
self frequently complains of it*.

At is a justifying of the wicked ; for it says to them, in fact,
‘“ 1 was once as you are, and thought I should become happler
by serving God: but I find by experience that there 1s no
profit m serving him; and therefore 1 am returning to your

“state, which is, on the whole, the happier and more desirable.”

Itis a dzscoumgmg of the weak. thtle do false professors.
think how much evil they do in this wayl. Many are induced
to follow their example in some things, under the 1dea. that they
are innocent; and are thus drawn from one sin to another, till
they make shlpwreck of a good consmence, and utterly turn
away from the faith, -

And need we multi ;)ly words any further to shew the evil of
backsliding from God? Well does God himself call it ¢ a won-

derful and horrlble thing™=,”

2 The danger of it—
[ This is an iniquity wﬁzck G'od marks with peculiar indig-

L fnatmn“ : and never fails to visit it, sooner or later, with some

awful token of his displeasure.

The first symptoms of declension lead, if not speedily

S mourned over and resisted, fo utter apostasy °- The disposition

- to backslide will soon increase, till it become inveterate, and,

unless by a marvellous interposition of God himself, incurable.
The misery that will be incurred by means of it will far

- exceed all that would have been endured, if no professzon of

reZzgzon kad ever been made. ¢ If any man dra,w back,” says

God ¢ my soul shaJl have no pleasure in him:” he * draws back

k Numb xl 20 1 Sam. ii. 30. and 2 Sam. xil. 10 Ps. x 13.
1 Mal. 11.. . . m Jer, v. 30. n Jer. 11, 19, 21, 22,
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to certain and everlasting perdition®:” and ¢ 1t wogld have been
better for him never to have known the way of _ng,?teousness, _
than, after having known it, to-turn back from 1t%"

Let these consequences be duly weighed, and nothing need

be added to shew us the importance of ¢ holding fast our pro-
fession without wavering.”]

To mprovE this subject, we shall,
1. Assist you in ascertaining your state before

God—

[Since all are “ bent to backslide” more or less, it is of
great importance to inquire of what kind our ba:q_kshdmgs are,
and to see whether they are merely the infirmities of an up-
right soul, or the revolt of an apostate. It is indeed difficult
to determine this with precision; yet something may be said
to aid you in this inquiry.

Examine diligently the cause, the duration, and the effects
of your backslidings. Those of the sincere arise from the weak-
ness of their flesh, while yet their spirit i1s as willing as ever:
but those of the hypocrite proceed from a radical disaffection
to the ways of God. Those of the sincere continue but a little
time, and are an occasion of greater diligence: those of the
hypocrite remain, and become the habit of his soul. Those
of the sincere humble him in the dust: those of the hypocnte
produce a blindness of mind, a searedness of conscience, and a
hardness of heart.

But though we thus diseriminate for the information of your
judgment, we recommend all to stand fast in the Lord, and to
guard against the first risings of spiritual decay™.]

2. Give a word of counsel to those in different
states—

| Are you altogether backslidden from God? O return to
him, and take upon you his “ light and easy yoke!” He
invites you with all the tenderness of a father®; he declares
himself exceedingly averse to punish you according to your
desert®; and he promises to ¢ heal your backslidings, and love
you freely®.”

Are you drawing in his yoke? Bless and adore your God,
who has inclined and enabled you to do so. It is his power,

and his power alone, that has kept you hitherto*; and there-
fore he must have all the praise. And in order to your con-
tinued steadfastness, reflect often on the evil and danger of -
backsliding; I may add too, on the comfort and benefit of

P Heb. x. 38, 39. | | ,.'.‘1 Matt. xii. 45. 2 Pet. 1, 21.
r Gal. vi. 9. 8 Jer. mi. 12, 14, 22.
t Hos. xi. 7, 8. - ‘u Hos, xiv. 4.

X 1 Pet. 1, 5.
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serving God.Surely He is a good Master. Let but your
hl?ﬂl'ts-:e_b'efi’;'ljig"ht-With him, and * none of his commandments
will appear grievous to youY:” on the contrary, you will find
that ¢ 4n keeping his commandments there is great reward?,”
and that your labour shall not be in vain with respect to .the
eternal world. ¢ Be ye faithful unto death, and he will give
you a crown of life2,”] R .

v 1Jomv. 3. * Ps.xix. 11.  * Rev.ii. 10.
MCXLVIIL.

THE DANGER OF SPIRITUAL IDOLATRY.
Hos. iv. 17, Ephraim is joined to idels, let him alone.

THERE 1s a day of grace; wherein God strives with
men by his Spirit: this past, he abandons them to
impenitence and obduracy® The precise period of
1its termination 1s, in mercy, concealed from us; but
we are all concerned to deprecate the judgment de-
nounced against Ephraim 1n the text: .

I. The sin of Ephraim—

Ephraim, to which Jeroboam belonged, compre-
hends all the ten tribes. These were devoted to the
worship of the i1dols that were in Dan and Bethel.
Nor could they be drawn from it by any of the means

which God used—

Though we do not imitate them in this, we are not

free from spiritual 1dolatry—

[Idolatry is described to be a loving and serving of the

~ creature more than the Creator®. Hence covetousness and

sensuality are spoken of under that term®. Now who has not

~ yielded that love, fear, and confidence to the creature, whic_h
‘are due to God alone? “ Who can say, I am pure {from this
sin?’———] '

- - We have, in truth, been “ joined” to idols—

~ [Many are the means which God has used to bring us to

himself. Yet we have not been wrought upon effectually by

any of them. Neither mercies vouchsated, nor judgments

| . threatened, -.ha.v‘e been a,ble . to prevaﬂ. | WE rather have

s Luke xix, 42. b Rom. i. 25.

"o Col.iii. 5. Phil. iii, 19,

. R
atd
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« held fast deceit, and refused to return to the Lord our }
Godd” — — —] '

But this sin must of necessity provoke God to
anger.

II. Their punishment—

The text may be understood as an advice to Judah,
not to hold intercourse with the idolatrous Israelites.

Our Lord gives a similar direction to his followers—
But it rather imports a judicial sentence of final

dereliction—

[This is a just punishment for turning away from God.
Nor can there be a more awful punishment inflicted even by
God himself, It is worse than the severest afflictions which
can come upon us in this life. For they may lead to the sal-
vation of the soulf; whereas fAhis must terminate in our con-
demnation. It is worse than even immediate death and
immediate damnation. For the greater our load of sin, the

greater will be our treasure of wraths. |

And there is reason to fear that God may inflict
this punishment upon #s—

[In this way he punished the Gentiles who sinned against
their light®. In this way he visited also his once-favoured
people the Jews!. Why then should we hope for an exemp-
tion, if we imitate their conduct? God has repeatedly warned
us that impenitent sinners shall have this doomk.]

INFER—

1. What reason have we to admire the patience
and forbearance of God!

[He has seen us cleaving to idols from the earliest period
of our lives!; and though we have changed them, we have never
turned unto 2ém. In the mean time we have been deaf to all
his expostulations and entreaties. What a mercy is it that
he has never yet said, “ Let him alone!” Yea, he has even
‘restrained us from perpetrating all that was in our heartsm,
How gracious is he in yet striving with us by his Spirit!
Let then his goodness, patience and forbearance, lead us to

¢ Jer. viii. 5. and xliv. 16, 17. ¢ Matt, xv. 14.
f1Cor. xi. 32, and v.:5.. . & Rom. il 5.

b Thrice mentioned, Rom. i. 24, 26, 28.

i Ps. Ixxxi. 12. Matt, xxiii. 32—35. |

k Prov. 1. 30, 31. and v. 22. 2 Thess. 1. 10—12, S
1 Ezek. xiv, 8. ™ Gen. xx. 6. and xxxi. 29. 1 Sams~xxv.8%4¢
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state®—] S
2. How evidently is salvation entirely of grace !

{1 left to ourselves we never should renounce our idols>.
We should act rather like that obstinate and rebellious people.
The case of Judas may shew us what we may do, when once
abandoned by God. God must give us a will, as well as an
ability, to turn to him’. Let us then entreat him never to
leave us to ourselves. Let us be thankful if, in any way, he
rend our idols from us. If we have never yet resembled the
Thessalonian convertss, let us now cry unto himt, If we have,
let us bear in mind that affectionate exhortation®—.]

repentance“;and let us say, like Ephraim, in his repenting

n Rom. 1. 4. ° Hos. xiv. 8. P Jer. xiil. 23.

qa Zech. vii. 11, 12. r Phil. i1, 13. s 1 Thess. 1. 9.

-t Jer: xxx1. 18. Hos. xiv. 2, 3. 2 1 Johnv. 21,
MCXLIX.

THE EXTENT AND CAUSES OF MEN'S SUPINENESS,

Hos. v. 4. They will not frame their doings to turn unto thewr
God : for the spirit of whoredoms s in the midst of them,
and they have not known the Lord.

WHEN we exhort men to duty, they plead their
inability to perform it; but their inability is, in fact,
a want of inclination to serve God. Many things
there are which they do not, though confessedly
within their power. Of this the prophet complains in
the words of our text, and traces it up to its true and
proper source.

~ His words lead us to consider,
1. The extent of men’s supineness—
- Little need be said to shew that the generality
do not “turn to God.” They are scarcely sensible
Of":,?their- apostasy from him. They }'egard serious
and vital religion as over-righteous preciseness. They
do not so much as * frame their doings to turn unto
They do not consider their ways— _
[This seems a reasonable duty, and within the reach of

any man : every prudent man does 1t with respect to his tem-
poral affairs ; nor can there be any excuse for neglecting 1t in
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more important concerns. Indeed it is not possible to turn -
unto God aright, unless we have first discovered whereln we
have turned from him. But men do not choose to search the
records of their own conscience ; they find 1t more pleasanE to
rest in the presumption that all is well. To this effect God
himself testifies respecting them®—.]

They do not abstain from open violations of God’s
law—

[This is undoubtedly a step, which, every one that turns
to God will take; nor, though this is more difficult, 1s 1t
beyond the power of an unregenerate man : though he cannot
refrain from the Jove of sin, he may from the commission of it.

Many actually do deny their appetites, from prudential motives;
yet few, if any, will impose the same restraints from a regard

to God, or manifest the disposition recommended to them by
Elihu >—.]

They do not avoid the means and occasions of
Sin—

[They have found the company of ungodly men to be a
snare to their souls®, yet will they not withdraw themselves
from their society. From many other things have they ex-
perienced a most baneful influence, yet will they gratify them-
selves in all their wonted indulgences. In temporal matters
they see the wisdom of fleeing from temptation?, yet they
account 1t needless to shun the means of spiritual defilement;
but if they desired really to turn to God, could they evade the
force of that question®— ?]

They do not use the means of obtaining true con-
version—

[They cannot but know the necessity of meditation and
prayer : they are well assured that an attention to God’s word
and ordinances is a principal mean of spiritual advancement,
yet any book is more pleasing to them than the Bible, and any
employment than prayer: in seeking worldly advancement
they will use the means with diligence, but all labour is
deemed superfluous in the concerns of the soul.]

They not only do not thus frame their doings, but
they will not— ' -

| Not all the pi'dmises of God can *a]lui'e, or threatenings
alarm them: they are deaf to the voice of conscience, and the

& Jer. 1. 36. b Job xxxiv. 32.
c Exod. xxxiv. 12, Prov. xxii. 25. | | |
4 From the course, or the gaming table. © Prov, vi, 27. -



1149;]' 'CAUSES OF MEN'S SUPINENESS. - 33

dictates of --Gfdd’,'s"Spirit. The langnage of their hearts is like
that of the Jews of old’—.] e R

They, on the contrary frame thlr doings to turn
as far as possible from God— -
~[Would consideration help them? . They banish it, with

all books or conversation that might lead them to it. Would
the turning from known sin? They indulge in it. Would the
avolding of the ieans of sin? They will rush into temptation.
Would the using of the means of grace? They account them
a servile drudgery. If they wished to injure their spiritual
mterests as much as possible, consistently with a good name
among men, they could not adopt a surer method : the whole
of their conduct unequivocally declares the language of their

heartse—.] _

To account for this supineness, let us trace 1t
up to, ' '
II. The causes of it—

Persons, when convicted of evil doings, will yet
afirm their hearts to be good. But can a tree be

good whose fruits are uniformly bad?
The causes of this evil are justly described by the

prophet :
1. They love sin—

[ Whoredom” is frequently (and by Hosea in particular)
used for sin In general. A “ spirit of whoredom™ 1mports an
attachment to sin, and delight in it®, Now this justly cha-
racterizes the state of fallen man. It accords with other
descriptions given of him in Secripture!; and is the funda-
mental cause of the supineness visible in the world. In
following evil ways we glide easily down the stream: but in
renouncing them we stem the tide of our corrupt nature.
Hence even the first steps of turning to God are irksome and
difficult ; and we lay the rein on the neck of our appetites for
want of resolution to restrain them. In this very manner
does God himself trace up our transgressions to a deceived
heart®*—.] '

2. They are ignorant of God—

[Never accustomed to reflect on God, they know nothing
of him: the ideas they do form of him are grossly erroneous’.

t Jer. xliv. 16, 17. g Job xxi. 14, 15.
b In a similar sense a spirit of slumber is used, Rom. xi, 8.
i Eph. iv. 22. and Rom. viii. 7. k Tsai, xliv. 20,

1 Ps. xevil. 7.
vVoOrl. X. D
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In their hearts they ¢ imagine him to be even such an one as

themselves.” - This is .another, and a very fruitful sounrce: of
their supmen ess:, To this St.Paul ascribes the evil of their

hearts and lives™. If they knew his power and majesty, could._'_:__ "

they dare thus to provoke him? = If they beheld his kehness, o

Colﬂd they account sin so venial an evil? If they were apprised

of his justice, would they indulge hopes of impunity? If they
believed his veracity, would they so. disregard: his threaten-
ings? Above all, if they knew his mercy to us in Christ-
Jesus, could they so trample on the blood that was shed for
them? It would not be possible for them to withstand such
views of his perfections. Such a discovery would produce on

them the eﬁ'ect exPenenced by St. Paulﬂ-——]

INFER——-—

1. They who shall perlsh at the last day must
ascrlbe thelr condemnatlon to themselves—

[It is certainly true that man is not able of himself to do
all that is required of him. But it is no less true that he is
able to do many things which he neglects. Nor can it be
doubted but that, if he cried to God for help, he might obtain
it. If he use not therefore the power that he has, and the
appointed means of obtaining more, he can blame none but
himself. In this view our Lord exPressly declares that the
fault is in our own perverse will®. And God expostulates
with us on the folly of our conduct?.  Is the husba.ndman "
justified in omitting to plough and sow his ground because he
cannot ensure a crop? How much less then shall we be, in
- neglecting the means to which God has promised success?
Let us not then deceive ourselves by offering. vain excuses;
but turn unto our God, a.nd plead the mercy 'WhJCh he has:
promlsed to us‘l] . ,. S

'l.|,.

have Qur hea,rl:s renewed and our mmds enhghtenedf_
with the. knewledge of Chrlst-—- SRR :

[Would we heal the streams ? ? ‘we. musi cast the sa.lt lllto N
the fountain head®. - Instead of being actuated by the spirit. of

whoredoms, we must pray to be ¢ led by the Sp]rlt ef God.” o

Instead of ¢* abldln m

.-_lmess, -we, - must “seek to have_;__ o

¢ Christ revea.led . us. ------ f Thus sha]l K old thmgs ass a.waY ,
aJld ﬂ].]. thlngs beﬁﬂme new We Sha]l SWeetly }’lel d Ou‘_['__'.."'f

fin-

~ selves to the constrainmg in
‘only turn, but ¢ cleam, ;unw h full purpc

ﬁuence of Christ’ s love; and nat

m Eph w. 18
P Ezek xxxm. 11
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e THE DANGER OF _’PRi‘DE. | |
Hos. v. 5. The pride of Israel doth testify to his face : there-

fore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity ; Judak
also shall fall with them. S .

ALL profess to hate pride; yet all are more or
less infected with it. The very best of men are not
wholly free from its influence. But, in the unre-
generate, 1t 1s the governing principle of all their
actions. It was one of the most distinguishing fea-
tures In the character of Sodom® The professing
people of God also were led captive by it. And
were brought thereby under his just and heavy dis-
pleasure. We shall make some observations upon,

I. The prevalence of this sin—

The state of Israel was not peculiar to that nation.
Human nature is 1n all ages the same. Nor does
pride manifest itself more strongly any where than

amongst ourselves, '
1. Nationally—

[There is no nation that boasts more of its privileges, or
that acknowledges less the hand of God in them, than Britain.
If judgments come, we impute them to the misconduct of our
government ; and if success be vouchsafed to us, we ascribe it to
our own skill in arts, or prowess In arms. And though con-
fessedly our sins are manifold, no one thinks of national humi-
liation : so truly may it be said of us, as it was of Israel, ¢ Our
pride testifies to dbur face; and we do not return to the Lord

our God, nor seek him for all this®.”]

2. Personally— -

[Behold tke careless sinner. What determined opposition
is there in the hearts of many to the authority of God! They
will not submit to his light and easy yoke. If required to
obey, they object to the command itself as severe and 1mprac-
ticable. If warned of the consequences of their disobedience,
they make light of all God’s threatenings. 1f urged to receive
the Gospel salvation, they deride it as foolishness®. The lan-
guage of their heart is, Who is Lord over us? We know not

a Ezéﬁ.%xvi’;‘i&Q.- b Hos. vii. 10. ¢ 1 Cor, 11. 14.
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oice . That this proceeds

. e ' bey his v
the Lord; neither will we obey & God himself traces such

from pride, there can be no doubt. himsell
conduct to this, as its proper source and principle®. And doth

not this ‘“ testify to the face” of many amongst us ? Isnot this
the conduct which almost universally obtains? Yea, are not
we sensible that it too justly describes, 1f not our present, yet
certainly our former, state? _ .
Behold also the self-righteous formalist. Persons of this
description have kept themselves free from gross enormities,
or perhaps have reformed their conduct after having given the
rein to all their appetites; but their pride rises 1n proportion
to their fancied attainments. They look with contempt on
others who are openly immoralf, and bless themselves that they
are not as other men8: meanwhile ¢ they feel not the plague
of their own heart.” They deny the representation which the
Seripture gives of their fallen state™ They cannot endure to
think themselves deserving of God’s wrath, nor will they sub-
mit to be saved by the righteousness of God': and whence does
all this originate? Surely pride and self-exaltation are pro-
perly pointed out as the spring from whence 1t flows*: yet
doth not this disposition also lamentably prevail® Doth 1t not
““ testify to the face” of some whom we are now addressing?
Are there not some amongst ourselves who trust in their own
wisdom, strength, and righteousness, instead of fleeing to Christ
as blind, helpless, hopeless creatures? some also, who are too
Eroud to accept salvation on the footing of publicans and
arlots? yea, and some too, who will rather perish in their sins,
than seek to have them purged away in the Redeemer’s blood?
I am grieved to add, Behold also many religious profes-
sors. None are more puffed up with pride than some who
would be thought followers of the lowly Jesus. They are
conceited of their knowledge, and will bear with none who
do not pronounce their shibboleth. 7They profess indeed to
believe that their hearts are deceitful and desperately wicked ;
yet they will never listen to instruction or reproof: nor can
they be persuaded to deny their own will in any thing for the
good of others. None are more ready than these to set
up themselves in opposition to all constituted authorities.
St. Jude speaks of them as ‘“murmurers and complainers,” as
‘“ despising dominion and speaking evil of dignities.” Nor are
there any people under heaven to whom Solomon’s description
of the proud man may be more fitly applied™—., Alas! does
not this spirit also * testify to the face” of many? Perhaps
there scarce ever was a period or a nation where such spurious

d Ps.xii. 4. Exod.v. 2. ¢ Ps. x. 4, 5. I Ysal. Ixwv. 5.
¢ Luke xviii. 9, 11. h Rev. iil. 17. 1 Rom. x. 3.
k l.nke xviil, 14. I Jude, ver. 8, 16. m Prov.xxx.12,13.
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religion prevailed in so great a degree. Surely it may well be
numbered among the most heinous sins of this favoured land.]

Having followed the sin of Israel, what can we
expect but to participate in, o

I[I. The judgment denounced against it—

To “ fall” must certainly import some heavy judg-
ment. This threatening was not fully accomplished
but in the utter destruction of the Jewish nation.
Nor can we hope to escape the displeasure of God
while we harbour in our hearts an evil that is so
offensive to him— R

This must be said of us as a nation—

[We see at this moment the judgments executing upon
other nations (France, Belgium, Poland, Russia) and can we
hope that the cup shall not be put into our hands? Who can
tell what a storm is gathering over‘us, or what ruin may ensue
from the acts of our Government this very week®? Yet how
few are crying to God as the occasion requires!]

But whatever occurs to us as a nation, the proud
Individually shall surely be dealt with according to
their deserts— -

[They will most generally fall in this world. In their

own concelt their mountain stands so strong as to bid defiance
to every assault. They think that they shall never be moved®°.
But how irresistibly have the haughtiest monarchs been hurled
from their throne?! How speedily have even the most power-
ful empires been brought to desolation?! How instantaneously
have God’s judgments often marked the heinousness of this
sin’! If they be exalted for a time they are almost invarably
brought low at last®. '
- At all events they are absolutely certain to fall :n the eternal
world. 1If indeed they repented of their sin, they would find
mercy with God. A broken and contrite heart he will never
despiset. Though he will resist the proud, yet he will give
grace unto the humble. He will look on Zim with pleasure
and complacency®: but nothing can ever reconcile him to “a
man that walketh in pride.” He will surely abase the proud*.
He has irreversibly decreed their utter destructiony. Nor

0 June 19, 1831. o Ps. xxx. 6, 7. P Dan. v. 20, 23.
9 Ezek. xxviil. 2, 6, 8. Isai. xiv. 12—15.
r 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. Acts xii. 23, R
» Ps. lxxiii. 6, 9, 18, 20. t Ps. li. 17.
v Jsai. lvii, 15. x Dan. 1v. 37. y Mal. iv. 1.
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.s}iall the whole universe combined prevent the exe(z:ution of
his vengeance on one single individual amongst them ]

The observance of ceremonial dL}t_ies will never
compensate for the want of true humility—

[Judah retained the forms of religion which Israel and
Ephraim had cast away. Yet because Judah resembled Igrael
in their sin, they were to be involved in Israels calamity?.
Thus must all, however zealous and exemplary in other re-
spects, be brought down and confounded before God®. . Iven
a preacher of righteousness, if lifted up with pride, shall fall
into the condemnation of the devile. The rule laid down by
God himself shall surely be observed to all eternity—.]

INFER—

1. How excellent is the Gospel of Chrnist !

[Nothing but the Gospel ever did, or ever can, humble
the soul. The law may terrify; but it 1s the GGospel alone
that melts us into contrition. That no sooner reaches the
heart, than it brings down our high looks. It turned, in an
instant, thousands of blood-thirsty murderers, into meek, loving,
and obedient followers of the Lamb® And thus does it still
operate on all who receive it in sincerity’. Let us then listen
to it with delight. Let us pray, that a sight of the cruecified
Saviour may produce its due effect upon us&. And let us

lothe ourselves the more In proportion as we are persuaded
that Grod 1s pacified towards us®. |

2. What need have we all to watch and pray !

[There are none who are out of the reach of this malig-
nant principle. St. Paul, after having been caught up to the
third heavens, was m danger of being overwhelmed by it
And who amongst us does not find that it is ready to puff us
upon every occasion? Let us remember that this ruined the
very angels in heaven. And that it must be mortified in us,
if ever we would obtain mercy in the last day. Let us guard
against the first risings of it in the heart; and, whenever it
““ testifies to our face,” let us implore mercy of the Lord, that
the thought of our hearts may be forgiven us®. In this way
we shall be preserved, though in the midst of danger; and be
exalted in due time to glory, and honour, and immortality.]

z Prov. Xvi. 5. a The text. b Isal, 11, 11, 12.
¢ 1 Tim. 1. 6. 4 Luke xvii. 14. ¢ Actsii, 37, 41, 42.
f Acts 1x. 6. and xvi. 29, 33. & Zech. xii. 10.

k Ezek. xvi. 63. i 92 Cor. x11. 7. k Acts viii, 29,
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MCLI.
THE FOLLY OF CREATURE-CONFIDENCE.
Hos. v. 13. When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw

his wound, then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to

king Jareb : yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your
wound. ' -

MEN continually provoke God to chastise them,
but rarely make a due improvement of his chastise-
ments. Instead of turning to God, they dishonour
him still more by applying to the creature under their
distress rather than to him. The ten tribes, when
punished for their willing compliance with Jeroboam’s
edicts®, sought repeatedly to the Assyrians for help,
instead of humbling themselves before God : but they
found, as “Judah” also did on similar occasions, that
their confidence in the creature served only to involve
them in shame and disappointment.

Taking the text simply as an historical fact, we
deduce from it two observations, which deserve our
consideration.

I. Men, in times of trouble, are prone to look to the
creature for help, rather than to God—

This was one of the most common and heinous
sins of the Jewish nation?: and 1t 1s universal also
amongst ourselves,

1. In troubles of a temporal nature—

[In sickness of body, we lean, like Asa®, on the physician.
In distress of mind, we complain and murmur; but forget to
prayd. In straitened circumstances, we expect relief from

aver.11, 12. God consumed them as the moth consumes a garment,
or as rottenness the bones, secretly, slowly, gradually, effectnally.

b Sometimes they relied on Egypt, Isai. xxx. 1—3. and xxxi. 1.
Sometimes on Assyria (as Manahem did on Pul, 2 Kings xv. 19.
and Ahaz did on Tiglath-pileser, 2 Kings xvi. 7.) and sometimes on
themselves, Isai. xxii. 8—11. ¢ Jareb” here certainly means the
king of Assyria: but whether it was s proper name, or a name
given him by the prophet, is uncertain. It means Defender, and
might be applied to him in a taunting manner. In this view it would
be a very severe sarcasm. See 2 Chron. xxvii. 20.

¢ 2 Chron. xvi. 12. - d Gen, 1v. 13, 14.
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friends, or our own ‘exertions. God 18 invariably ourlast
2. In spiritual troubles— | B
[Under conviction of sin, we betake ourselves to the ob-
servance of : duties, and make resolutions to amel}d our ].wes,.
instead of fleeing to Christ as the refuge of lost sinners®. In
seasons also .of temptation, or desertion, we adopt a thousand

expedients to remove our burthens, but will not cast them on

the Lord?. Though foiled ten thousand times, we cannot
bring ourselves to lie as clay in the potter’s hands; but will
rest in the means, instead of looking simply fo God 1n the use

of means. | | _
But the longer we persist in it the more we shall
find, that,
II. The creature cannot afford us any effectual suc-
cour—

There are circumstances indeed wherein friends
may be instrumental to our relief: but they can do,

1. Nothing effectual—

[The consolations which are administered by man, or by
the vanities of this world, are poor, empty, transient®&. Not
the whole universe combined can ever bring a man to *“ glory
in tribulations®,” and to say with Paul, ¢ I take pleasure in
them for the sake of Christ’:” as soon might they enable him
to stop the sun in its course, as to reduce to experience the

paradoxes of that holy apostle*—.}
2. Nothing of themselves—

[It 1s not a little humiliating to see how weak are man’s
endeavours to heal either the disorders of the body, or the
troubles of the soul, when (God is pleased to withhold his
blessing, The best prescriptions, or the wisest counsels, are
even lighter than vanity itself. Reasonings, however just and
scriptural, have no weight: advice, however sweetened with
love and sympathy, is rejected : the very grounds of consola-
tion are turned Into occasions of despair’,. "When God says,
‘“ Let there be light,” there is light: but till then, the soul is
shut up in impenetrable darkmess™. | - _
ADDRESS— -

1. Letus guar(i against this sinful propensity, both

" -
o
s
" '

“in our national and personal ¢oncerns— , ,

¢ Jsai. Iv. 2. 1 15&11137114—16 8 Jer. ii. 18. | T
k Rom. v. 3. 192 'CDI‘.'_j-*X7ii;_ 10. kE 9 Cor. vi. 10_ L
! Ps. Ixxvii. 2, 8. ™ Job xxxiv. 29, T
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[We cannot but see how prone we are, as a nation, to rest
on human alliances, and human efforts. Would to God we
could correct this fatal error, and trust more entirely in the
great disposer of all events! - '

As individuals at least, we may, and must, correct it. If we
would have the blessing of God, and not his curse, we must
renounce all creature-confidence, and trust in him alone®. If
we would do this, our happiness would be complete °— — —]

2. Let us especially rely on Christ as the healer of
‘our souls—

[He is “ the healer of the nations?,” ¢ Jehovah, who
healeth us?:” there is no physician besides him; nor any balm,
but_ his blood. 'We may use whatever means we will, either to
pacily the conscience, or to purify the heart; but we shall find
that they can “ not heal us, nor cure us of our wound.” But
Chrnist is all-sufficient : he can in one moment purge us by his
blood, and renovate us by his Spirit. To him then let us look
with humble, uniform, unshaken affiance.] -

a Jer. xvil, 5—8. See David’s example, Ps. 1x. 11, and exxi. 1, 2.
° Ps. xci. 1—7, 9, 10. P Rev. xxi1i. 2. 4 Exod. xv. 26.
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SPIRITUAL DESERTION.

Hos. v. 15. I will go and return to my place, till they acknow-
ledge their offence, and seek my face: in theer affirction they
will seek me early.

MEN, when they become Christians, do not lose
any of their natural feelings, but they experience
many sensations both of pleasure and pain, which are
altogether new, and peculiar to themselves: when
God lifts up the light of his countenance upon them,
they possess the sublimest happiness of which our
nature is capable, “a joy with which the stranger
intermeddleth not:” so also, when God withdraws
the light of his countenance from them, they are
made to feel the most exquisite sorrow, with which
no temporal affliction, no bodily anguish, can be com-
pared. This is the sorest chastisement which can
be inflicted on a godly and ingenuous soul: yet sore
as it is, the wickedness of our hearts too often makes
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it necessary for us; for this will often avail to humble
the soul, when every thing else has been tried In
vain. Hence it is gencrally God’s last resource : he
uses various other methods first, to make his people

holy, and to keep them vigilant : but when they are

still remiss and negligent, he departs from them, and

says, “ I will hide my face from them; I will see

what their end shall be ; for they are a very froward

generation, children in whom is no faith” or depend-
ence. Thus he dealt with his people of old : he had
told them, in verse 12, that he would be to them as
a moth, or as rottenness, to consume them: then,
because they went to the Assyrian rather than to him
for help, he told them, 1n the verse before my text,
that “ he would tear them, as a young lion teareth
his prey :” and then he adds, as the sorest calamity
of all, and as the only one which would produce the
desired effect, that he would forsake them ; “ I will
go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their

offence, and seek my face: in their afiliction they
will seek me early.”

From these words we will endeavour to shew you,

I. The nature of spiritual desertion—

[They who view God’s dealings with the Jews merely as

a history, will lose the most important benefits which the
relation of them is intended to convey. There is a striking
similarity and agreement between the dispensations of Provi-
dence and the dispensations of grace; so that there can be no
doubt but that the former were intended typically to represent
the latter. And, in order to understand the Scriptures aright,

we must interpret them according to this canon. The most
sober and candid expositors have agreed in this. The deser-
tion spoken of in my text literally refers to the abandoning of

the Jews to the power of the Assyrians and Chaldeans, till they
should be brought to repent of their sins: and the return which

is there foretold as the effect of this desertion, had its accom-
plishment in part under Ezra and Nehemiah; partly also on
the day of Pentecost; but principally, we expect it to be ful-
filled at a future period, when the whole nation shall ¢ lock on
Him whom they pierced, and mourn.” But we may with the
utmost propriety take occasion from it to speak of spiritual
desertion, which all the Israel of God in a greater or less
degree experience. In my text, God says, “I will go and
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return unto my place:” this is a  good description of that
which we call spiritual desertion. God, properly speaking, is
In every place ; “ he filleth all in all:” but yet, as to the mani-
festation of his presence, he is more particularly in heaven :
““ He 1s the High and Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; and he dwells in the high and holy
place.” ¢ Heaven is his throne; and he humbleth himself
when he beholdeth the things that are on earth.” It is “the
habitation of his holiness ;" so that if, either for purposes of
judgment or of mercy, he vouchsafe to visit the earth, he leaves,
as 1t were, his proper place, and comes down to us. When he
noticed the iniquity of Sodom and Gomorrah, he said, ¢ I will
go down now and see whether they have done according to the
cry which is come up unto me:” and, when he was about to
punish the Jews, the prophet said, * Behold, the Lord comet/
out of his place, to punish the inhabitants of the land=” So
when the Church prayed to him for the manifestations of his
power, they said, O that thou wouldest rend the heavens,
and come down®!” Thus, in the New Testament, he is fre-
quently said to come and dwell in his people. Thus, when he
visits us, he comes out of his place; and, when he withdraws
those visits, he “ goes, and returns to his place.” Not that he
1s really capable of moving from one place to another, because
he is alike in every place ; but, with respect to the manifesta-
tions of his presence, the communications of his grace, the
supports of his arm, and the consolations of his Spirit, he may
be truly said to move: for neither the presence nor removal of
any thing can be more perceptible to the body, than the loss
or acquisition of these things is to the soul. The way in which
Grod withdraws himself from the soul, may be very fitly 1llus-
trated by the manner in which he forsook the Jews of old. The
Shechinah, or bright cloud, was the symbol of the Diviue
presence ; and that rested upon the ark between the cherubims.
But when God was incensed against his people for their abomi-
nations, he gave them various warnings of his determination to
forsake them, unless they should repent : he made his prophet
therefore to see in a vision, what indeed ‘all Isracl, in the time
of Moses, had seen with their bodily eyes,—his gradual depar-
ture. We have the account in the 9th, 10th, and 11th chapters
of Ezekiel, to some verses of which we will refer you. In
ix. 8, God is represented as taking his first step towards
his departure; “And the glory of the God of lsrael was gone
up from the cherub whereupon he was, to the #4reshold of
the house:” in x. 18, he removed still farther; ¢ Then the
glory of the Lord departed from oft the threshold of the

house, and stood over the cherubims,” w}lich were at that time,

8 Isé.i. xxvi. 21. b Isai. Ixiv. 1,
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as we are told in ver. 3, and 4, standing in the court: in ver.
19, he went yet farther; “And the cherubims lifted up their
wings and mounted up from the earth, In my 51g1‘113; and every
one stood at the door of the east gate of the Lord's house, and
the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.” In x1. 23,
God goes to a yet greater distance; “And the glory of the
Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the
mountain, which is the east side of the city.” See here, how
many different removes there were, before God would utterly
forsake them ; first from the ark to the threshold ; then to the
court; then to the gate; and then to the mountain; and even
there he stood, if that by any means they might humble them-
selves, and prevent his final departure. Now thus it 1s 1n his
departure from the soul: when he sits enthroned, as 1t were,
in the soul, all is well: the person thus highly honoured, 1s happy
beyond description : his views of divine truth are clear, his
apprehensions of it lively, and his enjoyment of 1t 1s unspeak-
ably sweet and precious: having the light of God’s countenance,
and a sense of his favour, he has all that man can desire in this
mortal state. " But, when he becomes proud, or negligent, or
worldly, when by any misconduct he begins to grieve the Holy
Spirit, he soon perceives symptoms of the Divine displeasure:
the effusions of Divine love in his soul are less abundant ; his
discoveries of the Deity are less glorious ; his views and appre-
hensions are darker; his communion with God is less frequent,
and less ardent; and his holy intimacy with the Deity 1s sen-
sibly diminished. If he do not instantly take the alarm, and
humble himself before God, and implore his pardon, he finds
gradually a veil drawn between his God and him: he cannot
have that access to God that he was wont to enjoy : he loses that
enlargement of heart which he used to experience; his joys
are 1n a great measure withdrawn: instead of abounding in
praises, he finds it hard even to pray: 1t 1s comparatively
seldom that he can break forth into songs of praise and adora-
tion; and, 1f now and then he feel some elevation of soul, he
caniiot adore God for what he is in himself, but only for what
he has done for us. Thus, ere he 1s aware, his (God has with-
drawn himself; and, if now he do not call him back by earnest
supplication, and by renewed faith in Christ as his Mediator
and Advocate, he will find every thing decay: the beauty of
the summer will fade away, the autummnal gloom will soon
succeed, and every thing will quickly wear a wintry aspect : all
the graces of the soul will languish, and the corruptions of the
heart regain their former ascendancy. The departing sun does
not more surely change the face of nature, than the departure
of qu _from the soul will leave 1t destitute and forlorn: so
truly is 1t said, ‘“ Woe unto them, when I depart from them!”

But these are, as it were, the steps by which God departs from
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the soul; and by these marks we may judge of his increasing
nearness or removal. | N

- We see, then, what is meant by Spiritu'a,l deser-
tion— '

Let us now consider,

II. The end and intent of 1t—

[God intends our good in all his dispensations, unless in-
deed we have provoked him utterly to ahandon us; and then
he may justly cause such events as shall open a way for the
exercise of our corruptions, and for the consequent hardening
of our hearts: but, till he has thus given us up, he designs all
his dispensations for our good. Especially, in withdrawing
from the souls of his people, he has a regard to their best
interests: two principal ends which he would accomplish, are,
to humble, and to quicken them.—FVirst, to humble them ; <1
will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their
offence.” The confession of our sins i1s indispensably neces-
sary, as well for our good, as for God’s glory: however God
may desire to pardon, he cannot do it, unless we be first dis-
posed to confess: it would be unworthy of his majesty, and
dirctly eontrary to his word. IHe has said, that ‘ he who
covereth his sins shall not prosper;” and that he only ¢ who
confesseth and forsaketh them shall find mercy:” and his own
honour Is so interwoven with the abasement of the sinner, that,
when Joshua exhorted Achan to confess his sin, he could use
no terms more proper than these; ‘ My son, give, I pray thee,
glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession unto
him.” Indeed the good of man is no less concerned in the
humiliation of his soul before God; for, till he be brought to
a sense of his inmiquities, he has no disposition to accept of
mercy : he disdains to become a suppliant for it: he denies
that he stands in need of it: he thinks himself affronted by the
offer of it, because the offer necessarily implies, what he 1s
utterly averse to acknowledge, namely, that he deserves
- punishment. This same pride remains, in 2 measure, in Grod’s
people after their conversion; and though they hate 1t and
lothe themselves for it, yet, upon every fresh sin which they
commit, they are but too apt to indulge it: they still feel an
unaccountable backwardness to confess their sins, even though
they know that God is privy to all, and needs not any in-
formation from them. When therefore God sees his people
harbouring this pride in any degree, l}e xyithdraws himself
from them: the more they indulge this vile principle, the
more he testifies his displeasure, to shew them, that he wll
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ever * resist the proud, and give grace only to the_hu?}bl_‘j’-'if* - '
He is determined * to abase those who walk in pride;” and
therefore he never vouchsafes the former toke_ns of his love,
till he has brought the soul to an open and Ingenuous con-
fession. We have a remarkable instance of this 1n David: he -
had grievously offended God in the matter of Uriah; but his
proud heart would not humble itself before Grod. What was
the consequence? God forsook him; and instead c:f speaking
pardon and peace to him, he left his soul to be incessantly
harassed with fruitless remorse and anguish; nor ever restored
peace to his conscience, till he had humbled himself for his
iniquity: thus David says, in Psalm xxxii. 3,4. ¢ When 1
kept silence, my bones waxed old, through my roaring all the
day long ; for day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my
moisture was turned into the drought of summer.” 'This was
his state while he persisted in impenitence: but as soon as he
made confession, behold the change! 1 acknowledged my
sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid: I said, I will
confess my transgression to the Lord, and so thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin:” and he who began the psalm with such a
deplorable account of his experience, concludes it with saying,
““ Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous; and shout
for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.”

A further end which God has in view is, fo stir up the soul.
- His people are but too apt to grow remiss; and sometimes,
when they profess to be seeking God with their whole hearts,
they are secretly inclining to some earthly vanity. 'This, if
suffered to prevail, would effectually alienate them from the
life of God; they would soon be entangled again in the cor-
ruptions of the world; and ¢ their last end would become
worse than their beginning:” and therefore God in mercy
withdraws himself from them; and hides his face, till they
seek after him again with their wonted ardour. In this he
acts, if you will permit me for once to use a very familiar
llustration, as earthly parents do: the little child perhaps is
loitering behind, and amusing himself with some trifling
vanity: the parent calls and commands in vain: at last the
parent, wearied with fruitless calls, conceals himself; and then
the child 1s filled with anxiety, seeks his parent with tears,
and 1s more solicitous to keep close to him in future. This
1s an humble illustration; I readily acknowledge: but it is a
natural one; and our Lord himself did not disdain the use of
such, for the confirmation of his doctrine : if it convey to you
the 1dea more clearly than a plain statement would, my end is
answered: let it shew you, what we are at present concerned
to declare, the real end for which God hides his face from his
children. We may however confirm this statement from the
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eXpress testimonjr of God himself: “ Ye shall seek me, and

find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart; and
L will be found of you¢.”] R

We come now to shew, o
III. The effect it will produce— N

[ Would to God that the effect were the same on all! but,
alas! there are many who are hardened by it more and more,
till God * swears in his wrath, that they shall never enter into
his rest:” nevertheless, where the proper effect is produced
upon the soul, it is that which is mentioned in my text; * In
their affliction they will seek me early.” This part of our
subject 1s in a measure anticipated by what has gone before :
nevertheless, it is of such importance as to deserve further
and more distinct consideration. Prosperity does but ill suit
with our fallen nature. Not only temporal ease, but in some
sense even spiritual pleasure, becomes a source of evil: not that
it 1s so in itself; *‘ the joy of the Lord is our strength ;” but our
corruption takes occasion from it to unfold itself. Sometimes
a long season of spiritual delight, and peculiar manifestations
of God’s love, shall foster pride. Even Paul himself, from the
abundance of revelations which were made to him, was In
danger of ¢ being exalted above measure,” and needed ‘ a
thorn in his flesh” to keep him humble. So peculiar sensa-
tions of joy are sometimes the means of begetting security.
We see daily that professors of religion.are apt to look back
upon former experiences, and to conclude that all zs well,
because it once appeared to be well: therefore God counter-
acts this propensity, and consults the good of his people, 1n
withdrawing his sensible presence from them: he stirs them
up to a holy vigilance agaimst their spiritual enemies, and to a
diligence and circumspection in his ways. See what was the
effect produced upon the Spouse in the 5th chapter of the
Song of Solomon: in the 2d verse, Christ, the Husband of
the Church, is calling to her for admission; saying, ¢ Open to
me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled; for my head
is filled with dew, my locks with the drops of the night.”
She, not being disposed for heavenly communion with him,
makes frivolous excuses: “ I have put off my coat; how shall I
put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?”
Thus she provoked him to depart. Presently, however, she rose
to let him in; but behold, he was gone: in ver. 5, 6. *“ 1 rose
up to open to my Beloved: 1 opened to my Beloved, but my
Beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone.” And now
observe the effect of this desertion; ¢ My soul failed when he
spake : I sought him, but I could not find him; 1 called him,

_."_J.er. xxix. 13, 14.
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but he gave me no answer.” She then went about the aty,
and inquired of all the watchmen respecting him: and famng '
of success here, she says, in verse 8, ‘1 charge you, o
daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my Beloved, tell ye him
that I am sick of love.” This is a striking comment on the
last words of my text,  In their affliction they will seek me
early:” and it exactly agrees with the expernence of God’s
people in all ages: when they, who have been favoured with
the light of God’s countenance, are for a season deprived of 1t,
they put away their foolish and vain excuses; they see that
they must at all events get nigh to their Beloved; they will
spare no pains; they will rather rise at midnight, than not
scek him at all: they will attend the ordinances with redoubled
diligence : they will inquire of the ministers, the watchmen,
how they may find him: they request the intercession of the
saints: in short, they will never rest, till they have regained
the sensible enjoyment of the Divine presence. ]

Let us now come to a short appLicaTION of the
subject. ‘
1. To the careless world—

My Brethren, many of you must be sensible that you
never seek after God: if you pray at any time, you rest
satisfied with having performed a duty, and are not at all
solicitous to obtain any manifestations of the Divine presence:
yea, because you have never experienced any peculiar sensa-
tions of God’s favour, you are ready to think, that all hopes
of such experience are groundless, and that all must be either
hypocrites or enthusiasts who pretend to such things. But
surely, your own want of experience in these matters is no
more a ground for denying the truth of what others feel, than
your ignorance of the concerns of others is a ground for denying
what others know. Would to God that you would seek the Lord
for yourselves! you should soon find that it is not in vain to
call upon hhm. If you would humble yourselves, confessing
your sins, and crying for mercy through the blood of Jesus,
you should soon find that Grod is ¢ gracious, and full of com-
passion, and rich in mercy unto all that call upon him:” he
would be ¢“a Father unto you; he would come unto you, and
dwell with you;  he would “ manifest himself unto you as he
does not unto the world ;” he would ¢ shed abroad his love in -
your hearts;” and he would ‘ make you glad with the light
of his countenance.” O, then, *“ seek the Lord, seek his face
evermore!” Remember, 1t will be an awful matter to be
banished for ever from his presence; to hear him say, ‘‘ Depart,
accursed —" how dreadful! On the contrary, how delightful to
hear him say, ¢ Come, ye blessed!” O ¢ seek ye the Lord whilst
he may be found ; call ye upon him whilst he is near.’
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2. To the professors of religion— '

LHOW_ apt are you to draw back from God, instead of
pressing forward as you ought to do! How do you compel him
to hide his face, when he would gladly be comforting you with
hls_presenc?! Ah, Brethren, know where the fault is: « He
delighteth in tl}e prosperity of his people:” it is wholly owing
to yourselves, if ye do not ¢ rejoice in-the Lord all the day.
long.” Do not then oblige him to withdraw himself; do not. =
bring on yqurselves so heavy an affliction: search, and see,
what there is ‘tha.t has displeased him: see if the world has
drawn you aside; see if pride has grieved his Spirit; see if
negligence in secret duties has caused him to hide his face:
and, whatever it be, confess it to the Lord; mourn over it;
renew your application to the blood of Jesus; and press for-
ward with greater diligence : so shall you * walk in the light,
as He 1s in the light;” you shall have abiding and increasing
fellowship both with the Father and the Son; and soon you
shall be admitted into his immediate presence, where you shall
never have one cloud to intercept your view of him to all
eternity. | ' | |

L — e
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- MCLIII.

THE CHARACTERISTIC MARKS OF TRUE PENITENCE.

Hos. vi. 1. Come, and let us return unto the Lord : for he
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will

bind us up. | _
THE spiritual dereliction which the people of God

have at times experienced, has ever been considered
as the most afflictive of all chastisements: but it has
also been the most salutary, and most effectual.
The benefits arising from it were strongly exempli-
fied in the Israelites, who after having long withstood
the united efforts of all the prophets, were on a
sudden constrained by it to turn to God with un-
feigned contrition. _ D

The words before us are the expressions of that
repentance which was excited in the Israehtes by
God’s departure from them, and by his grace that
accompanied the affliction®: and they suggest to us a
proper occasion to consider, I

| | & Hos. v. 15.
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I. The characteristic marks of true penitence—.
1t will always be attended with,
1. A sense of our departure from God— .
[Unregenerate men live  without God in the world;”
and yet the thought of their being at a distance from God
never enters into their minds. But as soon as the grace of
repentance is given to them, they see that they ¢ have been
like sheep going astray, every one to his own way,” and that

they can never find happiness but in ‘ returning to the shep-
herd and bishop of their souls.”]

2. An acknowledgment of affliction as a just chas-
tisement for sin—

[The impenitent heart murmurs and rebels under the
Divine chastisements: the penitent ¢ hears the rod and him
that appointed it.” He blesses God for the troubles that have
brought him to reflection?; and while he smarts under the
wounds that have been inflicted on him, he regards them as
the merciful tokens of parental love®. ] |

3. A determination to return to God—

[When a man is once thoroughly awakened to a sense of
his lost condition, he can no longer be contented with a formal
round of duties. He reads, hears, prays in a very different
way from that in which he was wont to do. ¢ What shall 1
do to be saved?” 1s the one thought that occupies his mind;
and he is resolved through grace to sacrifice every thing that
would obstruct the salvation of his soul. To hear of Christ,
to seek him, to believe on him, and to receive out of his ful-

ness, these are from henceforth his chief desire, his supreme
delightd.] |

4. A desire that others should return to him also—

[As all the other marks, so this especially was manifested
by the repenting lsraelites. This i1s pecularly insisted on as
characteristic of the great work that shall be accomplished in
the latter daye. This has distinguished the Church of God in
all agesf. The penitent knows how awful the state of all
around him is, and how much he has contributed by his in-
fluence and example to destroy them ; and therefore, though
he expects nothing but ¢ hatred for his good-will,” he feels it
incumbent on him to labour for their salvation; and, if it were
possible, he would instruct, convert, and save the whole worlde.]

b Ps, xvi. 7. and exix. 67. ¢ Ps. cxix. 75.
d Cant. v. 6, 8. U ¢ Isai, i, 3

I Cant. i. 4. Draw me, and we, &c.
g Zech, viii. 21. John 1.41, 45.



1 153.] CHARACTERISTIC MARKS OF PENITENCE. 51

To promote an increase of such repentance amongst
us, we shall proceed to state, " L

II. The grounds on which a penitent may take en-
couragement to return to God— T

Whatever grounds of despondency we may feel
within ourselves, we may take encouragement,

1. From a general view of God’s readiness to heal
us— ' '

- [God has not left himself without witness even among the

heathen world; but has shewn, by his goodness to the evil and
unthankful, that he is ever ready to exercise mercy. But to
us who have his revealed will, he has left no possibility of
doubt: for ““if he spared not his own Son, but delivered Aim
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all
things 2" The invitations and promises with which his word
is filled, are a further evidence to us, that he is willing to
recelve every returning prodigal, and that he will in no wise
cast out any who come unto him. On this ground the whole
world may adopt the words of the text, and say, ¢ Come, let
us return unto the Lord.”]

2. From that particular discovery of it which we |
have in the wounds he has inflicted on us—

[The Israelites seemed to lay a peculiar stress on this, and
to infer, from the very strokes of his rod, his willingness to
‘““ heal and bind them up.” They even felt an assurance that
his return to them would be both speedy and effectual® Thus
as soon as any person 1s brought to acknowledge the hand of
God in his afflictions, he will improve them in this very way.
Whether his troubles be of a temporal or spiritual nature, he
will adore God for not leaving him in a secure and thoughtless
- state, and for awakening him by any means to a sense of his
guilt and danger. He will begin immediately to argue as
Manoah’s wife; ¢ Would the Lord have shewn me this mercy,
if he had intended to destroy me!?” Does a father correct his
child because he has 7o love to him? Are not ]:he VEry ex-
pressions of his anger to be viewed as tokens of his love®, and
as an egrnest of his returning favour to me as soon as 1 shall
have implored his forgiveness? o -

Let those then who feel the burthen of their sins, remember,
that it is God who has given them to see their iniquities ; and
that the heavier their burthen is, the more abundant encou-
ragement they have to cast it on the Lord". ]

h The text, with ver. 2. I Judg. xiii. 23,
k Heb. xii. 6. ! Matt. xi. 28,

r 2



' 1 To those who ha.ve deserted God—-—-— e

[Let us: Only :.reﬂ ect on the months and years that we h&VB coeE e
'- past without any affectionate remembrance of God, or any;_-:_,-.
earnest apphcatwn to Christ as our Mcdlator and Advocate Boh
and we shall not need many words to convince us, that We;‘are
included in this number. But let us consider Whon}, we - o
have forsaken; even God the fountain of living waters;” and,

AT e LT

with all our labour in pursuit of happmess, we have 0111}'

¢ hewed out for ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can e
hold no water™.” Let our past experience suffice to shew us |

the vanity and folly of our ways: and let us  return unto him

from whom we have deeply revolted.” But let us beware lest
we ‘“ heal our wounds slightly.” Christ is the brazen Serpent

- to which all must look : He is the good Samaritan who alone

~ can help us, and who has submitted to be himself * wounded
_'_for our transgressmns, that he might * heal us by his stnpes. 'l

o ~ 2. To those who are deserted by God—

[God does find it necessary sometimes to withdraw the
light of his countenance from his people. But, whatever he
may have done on some particular occasions, we are sure that
in general he does not forsake us till after we have forsaken

him. Hence, when the Israelites were deserted by him, they .‘
‘did not say, Let us pray that he will return to us; but, Let us

- return unto him: for they were well assured that, as the
~alienation had begun on their part, so it would be terminated

- .as soon as ever they should humble themselves in a becoming
_ manner. Let those then who are under the hidings of God’s
face, inquire, what has occasioned his departure from them:

~ and let them put away  the accursed thing,” and turn to him
 with thelr whole hearts.- Let them rest assured, that ‘¢ there

18 ba]m in Gilead ;” and that, if the come to God 1n the name

of Christ, their « backshdmgs shall be healed ” and “ their

happmess 1'eai:0redIl "l

m Jer. 13 o S
n Hos. xw. 4 Lam 111 31 32 Ps. xevil. 11. and exlvii. 8.

o If this were: t_he subject of a Fast Sermon, the ApPLICATION might
be compnsed in the following observations : 1. The calamities of the
nation are manifest tokens of God's s displeasure, and calls to repent- '

ance.—2. All the aﬁ‘ of our rulers. to heal our wounds will be in

| J-_:Vﬂm, lf we de m}t ‘
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. MCL1V.
THE EFFECTS OF DILIGENCE IN RELIGION. .
Hos. vi. 3. ‘Tben‘ shall we Znow, if we”fo'llbw on to know tfw |
Lord : his going forth is prepared as the morning ; and he

slzaZZ come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain
unto the earth.

THEY, who are strongly attached to human sys-
tems, are apt to set divine truths at variance with
each other, and to wrest some from their plain and
obvious meaning, in order to reconcile them with
others more agreeable to their sentiments. But they,
who receive the word of God as little children, will
find a harmony in passages, which at first sight appear
contradictory, and will derive equal benefit from the
contemplation of them all. Some imagine, that, if our
salvation depend wholly on the free and sovereign
grace of God, there can be no need for exertion on
our part. Others, on the contrary, argue, that if our
salvation be to be effected by means of our own en-
-deavours, it cannot be dependent on Divine grace.
But these apparently opposite assertions are not made
only 1n different and detached passages, but often-
times In the very same passage. Our Lord, for
instance, exhorts us to labour for the meat that en-
dureth unto eternal life, at the same time that he
says, the Son of man will give it us. And St. Paul
bids us work out our salvation with fear and trem-
bling, and yet assures us In the very same sentence,
that it is God who worketh in us both to will and
to do. Thus the prophet represents those who are
returning to God, as encouraging themselves with -
the thought, that though they could no more accom-
plish their end by their own exertions than they could
command the sun to shine, or the clouds to pour
down their waters, yet, if they persevered in the
use of God’s appointed means, they could not but

The effects of diligence in religion are here,

I. Plainly stated— = | AN '
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The great object of our attention should be, to gam 5 -

the knowledge of Christ—

[Many see no occasion at all for diligence in the pur’Sﬁit:_ .
of heavenly things, = Others, who confess the need of constanf

exertion on our part, yet propose to themselves a wrong end

in their labours; having no higher view than to establish a
righteousness of their own. But to know Christ and him
crucified, is the one mean of eternal life, in comparison of
which every thing else is as dung and dross®. It is not how-
ever a mere speculative knowledge of him that is thus excellent,
(for we may possess that, and have the heart as unsanctified as
ever) but an experimental knowledge of him, that brings the
soul into a close union and abiding fellowship with him, and a
transforming knowledge, that changes us into his blessed 1mage
in righteousness and true holiness®. ]

~ This should be sought with unremitting diligence—

- [It cannot be attained without frequent and serious medi-
tation. It does not indeed, like other studies, require intense-
ness of application, scope of thought, and strength of intellect :
it requires only that we enter into our own bosom, that we
consult the records of conscience, that we apply to our souls
the threatenings and promises of the Scripture, and that we
live 1n the daily exercise of faith and prayer. This is easily
compatible with any lawful pursuit; and so far from distracting
the mind, and incapacitating it for action, it will give direction
‘and energy to all our faculties. We must not however ima-

gine that it is the work of a day, a month, or a year; it is the

work of our whole lives. If at any time we think we have
attained, and are already perfect, we may be well assured that
we have hitherto studied to little purpose. St. Paul, after

preaching the Gospel above twenty years, still desired to know

Christ more fully®: and so infinitely does that of which we are
ignorant, exceed that which any man can know in this life,
that he says, ¢ If any man think that he knoweth any thing, he

knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know®” We must there-
fore *“ follow on™ in the use of God’s appointed means, nor

ever relax our diligence, till we see him as we are seen, and
know him as we are known. ]

Nor shall such means be used in vain—

[Tt will be invariably found, that, while “ the idle soul
suffers hunger, the diligent soul shall be made fat.” No person

shall be disappointed for want of talents; for men shall make

a proficiency, not in proportion to their abilities, but in

a Compare John xvii. 8. 1 Cor. ii. 2. *Phil, iii. 8.

b 2 Cor. jii. 18, -« Phil. ii, 10,12, ~ ¢ 1 Cor, viii. 2. = .
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proportion to their willingness to learn of God, and to practise

Wl}at they already l.cnow °.  God, who alone can instructus in
this k{lowledge, will “ reveal even to babes and suc-k]ings

the things that are hid from the wise and prudent.” * The
meek he will guide in judgment, the meek he will teach his, -
way.” “ lf only we cry after knowledge, and lift up our voice -
for understanding, if we seek it as silver; and search for it as.
for hid treasures,” we need not fear on account of any imagined
mcapacity ; for Grod has said, ¢ Then shalt thou understand
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God; for the

Lord giveth wisdom; out of his mouth cometh knowledge and
understandingt.”] -

- This encouraging truth is yet further,
II. Beautifully illustrated— o

There 1s a beauty peculiar to the Hebrew poetry,
and very {requently occurring in the prophetic
writings, that important truths are amplified with
figurative illustrations, and that sublime metaphors
are explained by simple declarations. In the passage
before us, that which is first proposed in plamn lan-
cuage, 1s afterwards confirmed 1n two most instructive.
similes, each of them affording a more precise view
of the manner in which the promise itself shall be

fulfilled. '

The simile taken from the return of day, intimates,
that our success shall be certain and gradual—

[Nothing but the utter dissolution of the universe shall
ever stop the succession of day and night; so that the stated
returns of light may be considered as a fit emblem of certainty.
Indeed, God himself sets forth the immutability of his cove-
nant by this very figure; *If ye can break my covenant of
the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should
not be day and night in their season, then may also my cove-
‘nant be broken with David my servant8,” Thus certainly shall
light arise ul?on our benighted souls, provided we really desire
to behold it?. In a time of darkness we may cry, ¢ The Lord
hath forsaken me, and my God hath forgotten me;” but, as
the sun, even at midnight, is hastening towards us, though
unseen, 8o are ‘‘the goings forth of our Grodl prepared,”
decreed, and ready to appear. Let us but ¢ wait, as those
who watch for the morning;” and our gloom shall soon be

‘¢ Phl. iii. 13, 14. f Prov. ii. 6. -
8 Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21. h Tsai, Iviil, 8, 10,
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with healing in his wings.”

* Nevertheless ‘we must not expect that we should discern’
every thing at once :- our progress will be gradual. The sun
does not arise in an instant: there is first a llttl_e glimmering
dawn ; then the gilded clouds begin to wear a brighter aspect;
and at last they are dissipated by the rising sun: the sun itself
also rises higher, and shines brighter in the heavens, till 1t
arrives at its meridian. Thus it is with the knowledge of
Christ in the soul: the first views which the inquiring soul
obtains are faint and confused ; yea, perhaps, as in the early
dawn, things may assume a monstrous and distorted shape:
we may * behold men, as trees, walking.” But gradually the
mists shall be dispelled from our eyes; our organs of vision
shall be purged from their film; and the glorious object, whom
we desire to behold, shall be revealed to our view. But, while

‘we are here below, we shall ¢see him only, as 1n a muirror,

~ darkly:” we must wait till we arrive above, before we can
fully ¢ see him as he 1s.”

- The simile taken from the return of showers after
drought, intimates that our knowledge shall be re-

Jreshing and fructifying—

[What can be more refreshing than rain to the parched
ground? How does the face of nature soon testify its gladness
by an universal smile! Yet is this but a very faint resem-
blance of that joy and gladness, which the soul experiences
through seasonable communications of Divine knowledge.
Let us figure to ourselves a prodigal reduced to the lowest
ebb of misery, and doubting whether so vile a wretch shall
ever find acceptance with his offended Father; and, while
trembling with a dread ‘of his displeasure, surprised with the
tenderest expressions of his love: will not this be a season of
refreshing to his soul? Will he not instantly ‘ put off his
sackcloth, and gird him with gladness?” Will it not be to
him ““ as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the shadow of
a great rockIn a weary land ?” Thus shall it be with all who
follow on to know the Lord; they shall have “ beauty for
ashes, the o1l of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness.,” :

Nor shall the knowledge acquired be unproductive of solid
Jrusts. As ¢ the former rain” prepared the ground for the
‘seed, and caused the ‘seed that was cast in, to vegetate; and

*“ the latter rain” ripened and matured the grain, and made it
fit for the sickle (both being essentially necessary, and abun-
dantly productive;) so shall the knowledge of Christ be to the

soul; it shall come like rain upon the mown grass, and as

dispelled ; and “the Sun of righteousness shall arise upon 68, .
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showers that Wéter the earth,” After long drought, the clouds
may, almost without a metaphor, be said to * drop fatness;”

and the knowledge of Christ, long and eagerly desired, shall

make ‘“the desert to blossom as the rose;” yea, it shall
make the wilderness like Eden, and the desert as the garden
of the Lord.” ** Instead of the brier shall grow up the fir-tree,
and 1instead of the thorny bush shall grow up the myrtle-tree*;”
and the once-barren soul shall be  fruitful in all the fruits of

righteousness to God’s praise and glory.”]
We may sEE from hence,

~ 1. Whence it is that mankind in general are so
ignorant of Christ—

[The record of God concerning Christ is this; ¢ He that
hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of
(od, hath not life.” This is plain, express, and immutable.
Yet, alas! the generality, instead of labouring above all things
to attain the knowledge of Christ, will bestow no pains what-
ever upon it. There is no other knowledge that they profess
to have without study: but ¢Aés they think they possess almost
by intuition. Hence, notwithstanding it is infinitely more
important than any other, they continue wholly ignorant of it:
they are satisfied with giving a general assent to Christianity
as true, while they discern nothing of its beauty, and taste
nothing of its excellence. If this knowledge were unattain-
able, then men would have some excuse, seeing that they
would labour in vain, and spend their strength for nought.
But God has promised success to persevering diligence ;
 Then shall ye know, if ye follow on to know the Lord.”
Let us not then give way to pride or indolence: but let us
search the Scriptures with an humble, teachable spirit, and
beg of God to enlighten the eyes of our understanding: so
shall we be * guided into all truth,” and be made ¢ wise unto
salvation through faith that is in Christ Jesus.”]

2. Whence it is that they, who have attained some
knowledge of Christ, are not made more holy, and
more happy by it—

[To maintain a steady uniform course 1s no easy matter.
To follow on, forgetting what is behind, and reaching forth
unto that which is before, requires more humility and zeal
than the greater part even of real Christians possess. Hence
their attainments in joy and holiness are small, in comparison

of what they might possess. Instead of minding yniform]y the
one thing needful, they suffer themselves to be distracted with

i Ps. Ixxii. 6. X Isai. v. 10-—14.



worldly cares and pleasures. Instead of resisting their adver-
sary, they yield to him; and give way to desponding thoughts,
when they should renew their exertions with more abundant
diligence. If they followed on as they ought, not only would
their success be certain and gradual, but it would be accom-
panied with a proportionate increase of joy and holiness. Let
us not then turn aside to earthly vanities, or waste our time
in fruitless lamentations and complaints; but let us * be
followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the
promises;” that so our * path may be as the shining light,
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”]

ilalalleill u— —
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MCLY.

MAN'S INSTABILITY AND GOD'S FORBEARANCE.
Hos. vi. 4. O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah,

what shall T do untothee? for your goodness is as a morning
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away.

WHEREVER the Gospel is faithfully preached,
some are savingly converted byit. But of those who
““run well for a season, many are hindered” in their
course, and many turn back again to the world. Such
were they to whom God spake in the words before
us® The word had produced some good effect among
them ; but their penitence was of very short duration.
God therefore took up this pathetic lamentation over
them ; which leads us to notice,

I. The instability of man—

Man 1n his best estate is a weak and frail creature.
But “ Ephraim,” (who had cast off the worship of
God) and “ Judah” (who retained the form but with-
out the power of godliness) may properly be con-
sidered as characterizing two different descriptions of
persons, namely, mere nominal Christians, and those

2 We may indeed interpret the three first verses of this chapter as
~descriptive of what shall take place in the latter day ; and so consider
the words of the text as ‘a continuation of the complaints uttered
against the Jews in the preceding chapter. But we know that there
were some partial reformations, as under Hezekiah and Josiah ; and
therefore we may well explain the passage as belonging to the people
of that generation. S
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who make some profession of religion. We shall
therefore notice the instability, -

1. Of merely nominal Christians—

[However men may have shaken off all regard for God,
there have been times when they entertained some good de-
sires, and some purposes of amendment. They did not always
sin with the same ease that they now do. 'We may appeal to
all, whether there has not been some period of their life when
their mind was comparatively tender, and when they felt, in
some little measure, the importance of preparing for death and
judgment ?

But these seasons have passed away without any permanent
effect; and the appearances of good have altogether vanished.
Kitly therefore are they compared to a morning cloud, and to
the early dew: for, as in a season of drought the morning
clouds, which seemed to portend rain, are soon scattered; and
the dew, which seemed a welcome substitute for rain, is ex-
haled, before 1t has penetrated to the roots, and thereby the
expectations of the husbandman are disappointed ; so it is with
them ; their vows are forgotten, their consciences are become
callous, and all prospect of their conversion is annihilated?®.]

2. Of many who make a profession of religion—

[Many, like those addressed in the text, have at some time
appeared penitent, and have excited, both 1 themselves and
others, a hope, that they would one day be faithful followers of
the Lamb. But they have ¢ left off to behave themselves
wisely.,” ¢ The cares of this world, or the deceitfulness of
riches, or the lust of other things,” have turned them aside;
so that they are as barren and unfruitful as if they had never
professed themselves the Lord’s people.

How many have there been in every age who have thus
‘“ made shipwreck of their faith!” And how many amongst
ourselves, perhaps, have declined from the ways of God, and
given reason to fear that ¢ their last end will be worse than
their beginning !” :

These are yet more strictly conformed to the images in the
text, inasmuch as the hopes and prospects they afforded were
more flattering, and the state in which they are left, i1s more
desperate and afflictive®. ] '

b See this exemplified in Pharaoh, Exod. x. 16, 28: 1n the
Israelites, Exod. xxxiii. 4. with Ps. Ixxvil. 34—37; in Felix,
Acts xxiv, 25, 27,

¢ See instances of this also in Demas. Compare Philem, ver, 24.
with 2 Tim. iv. 10. See also 1 Tim. i. 19. and iil. 6. and v. 12, 15.

and 2 Tim. i1. 18. and 1v. 4.
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No subject whatever reflects more light than this
upon, o . | o
II. The forbearance of God—

We must not suppose that God is really at a loss
what to do, since both his wisdom and power are In-
finite. But the expressions of the text import,

1. That he is extremely averse to punish us as we
deserve—

[Our provocations against him have been such as nothing
but infinite patience could have endured. He complains of us,
that ‘“ we have wearied him,” and that ¢ he is pressed under
us as a cart is pressed that is full of sheavesd.” He appeals to
us that he has omitted nothing on his part that could tend to
our good®: and expostulates with us respecting our obstinacy
in destroying ourselves’, When there seems scarcely any hope
left, he declares that he cannot endure the thought of giving us
up®: and, in the words before us, infimates the perplexity of his
mind halting between his duty as a lawgiver, and his i1nclina-
tions as a parent. Well may it be said of him, that ¢ judgment
1s his strange work®;” for his whole conduct towards us shews,
that he 1s * slow to anger and rich in merey’.”]

2. That there is nothing he can do consistently

with his own honour which he 1s not ready to do for
our salvation—

_ [He cannot save us in an impenitent state: #hat would be
a violation of his justice, his holiness, and his truth. But if we
would repent, he would forgive us for his dear Son’s sake ——-
If we would pray to him for his Holy Spirit, he would renew
us, sanctify us, establish us. Whatever his wisdom could devise
for our good, or his power execute, he would be ready to
effect, 1f only we would ‘ cleave to him with full purpose of
heart.” -

How strongly is this intimated in the tender manner of his
address, ¢ O Ephraim, O Judah,” as though he spoke to every
one of us severally by name; and by the repetition of that
question, *“ What shall I do unto thee?” Let a reciprocal ten-
derness be excited in our hearts towards him; and both the
grounds of his anger, yea, and the consequences of it also,
shall soon be removed.] =
ADDRESS— e

1. Those whose goodness has altogether vanished—

d Mal. ii. 17. Amos ii, 18. ~* Mic. vi. 3. Jer. ii. 5. Isai. v. 4.

 f Ezek. xxxiii. 11. -+ & Hos. xi. 7, 8.
- b Isai. xxvii. 21. -1 Neh. ix. 17.
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[HOW many have reason to lookback with shame, and to

Say, “ Othat 1t were with me as in’ months past k1”  Once
you.fe]t»_}_j-mme concern about your soul; but now you are
regardless of your eternal interests ; once you had some pros-
pect”oﬁi;.-__hfe'aven; but now you have none at all. Consider what
a melancholy state this is; and that, if you continue in it till
you go to the bar of judgment, your condition will be most
desperfate- for ever. Be assured that God will be at no loss
how to deal with you then: there will be no longer any con-
flict in his mind between wrath and pity: abused patience will
demand your punishment; and that punishment shall cor-
respond with your iniquity', O that you were wise, and would
consider your latter end !] I T
2. Those who are yet in a hopeful way— =

[Some there are, we trust, over whom the clouds are yet
suspended, and the dew is -jrét._;_ lying with prolific virtue. O
beg of God, that no wind of temptation may dispel the one,
no sun of persecution exhale the other. ¢ Remember Lot’s
wite : ” and watch against every thing that may impede your
progress, or shake your constancy. - Be much in prayer, that
God would ¢ carry on his good work within you, and perform
it to the day of Christ.” Guard as much against self-depend-
ence as against the grossest of sins: for *“God is a jealous
God,” and will leave you to learn by bitter experience what is
in your heart, if you trust in an arm of flesh™, “Trust in him
only, and with your whole heart;” and he will *“ perfect that
which concerneth you,” and ¢ preserve you unto his heavenly
~ kingdom,”y . |
-k Job xxix. 2. 1 N.B, Compare Hos. xiii. 3. with the text.

- . m2 Chron. xxxii. 31.
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MERCY BEFORE SACRIFICE.

o HUS.VI. 6. Idesired mercy and not sacrifice ; and the knowledge
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‘of God more than burnt offerings.

. THERE is a disposition in every man to substitute
ernal observances for the devotion of the heart;

aneitorest ‘satisfied with rendering to God some

L easy services, while they are utterly averse to those

duties which are more difficult and self-denying. But

~ God eannot be deceived, nor will-he be mocked.
. He will look at the heart, and not at the outward
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appearance only "and will mark with indignation the_“,
partial obedience of the hypocrite, no less than the
open disobedience of the profane. It was thus that
he dealt with his people of old, * hewing them by hls;
prophets, and slaying them by the words of his mouth,’
because they rested in their sacrifices and burnt-offer-

ings, when he desired the more acceptable services of
faith and love.

In this view the prophet intimates in the text,

I. The use of instituted ordina,nces—-—-

The words of the text are not to be considered as
importing that God did not require sacrifices at all,
but as declaring his decided preference for spiritual
obedience ; just as our Lord’s injunction, “not to
labour for the meat that perisheth, but for that meat
which endureth unto eternal life®,” was not intended
to prohibit the pursuit of earthly things, but only to
enjoin a superior regard for the concerns ot eternity.

God approves and loves the observance of his ap-
pointed ordinances—

[God appointed a great variety of ordinances to be ob-
served : but the most important among them were  sacrifices
and burnt-offerings.” These he honoured with many signal
tokens of his approbation. It is not improbable, that his
acceptance of Abel’s offering was marked by the descent of fire
from heaven to consume it®. Certain it is, that on many other
occasions God vouchsafed to men this testimony of his regard¢:
and in unnumbered instances he imparted grace and peace to
the souls of ]:us people, while they presented their sacrifices
before him.

Under the Gospel dlspensatmn he has enjoined the public
administration of his word and sacraments; and has crowned
the observance of these ordinances with the brightest displays
of his glory, and the richest communications of hlS love. He
has promised his presence in-them to the end of the world?;
and ¢hat too in a manner and degree that we are not generally
to expect it on other.occasions, -

Thus, both under the la.w and under the Gospel, God has

2 John vi. 27. b G'ren. 1?. 4, .
- ¢ To Moses ; Lev. ix "4 ‘Manosh Judg xii1, 19, 20. St:tlon:ion1
2 Chron. vii. 1. and Elijah, 1 ngs xvm 38, |
d Matt. xxviii, 20. o
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I f‘ner in which they are*:" éerforme d-—--
[ God Iﬂoks rather to the dlspemtlem of the werehlpper thari
the matter of his offering; and, if a contrite spirit be wanting
he valuée lmthmg that such a worshlpper can present, Thm_ 3
re eatedly and strongly declaredﬁ' and '13 :ae true under thef-"?f;aé:f
Gos pel as under the Lawf, -
Tmthls all the Scriptures bear Wltness. - Balaam s answer to‘-:’ L
Bala.'l;g and Samuel’s to Saul®, and the ‘discreet scribe’s to

Ch.nst"l all concur in estabhshmg this point beyond a doubt.]

‘These considerations may Well prepa.re us to
acknowledge ' - ol

. II The superlor exce]lence of Vltel godhness—— -

"The view here glven of wtal gudhnees deserves
a.ttentlon-—-- UL S _

" [True religion, as it is exy

enenced in the hea.rt consists
in faith and love, or in such a “knowledge of God” as produces _
“ mercy” both to the bodies and the souls of men. Our blessed
Lord thce quotes the words of our text, and explains them in -
this very manner. He was wndlcatmg oh one occasion -the
conduct of his disciples, for plucking some ears of corn on the
Sabbath-day. What they had done was certainly allowable on
any other day, but prebably not on the Sabbath without some
urgent necessity. Sucha necessny existed in the present case:
and as that plea was sufficient to vindicate David in a far more
exceptionable violation of the law, and as it was acknowledged
to be a full Justlﬁcatmn of the priests whose labours on the
”___Sa.bba;th were very great, so it was. a sufficient excuse for the
disciples, as their accusers would have known, if they had

N ,____;.;understoed the meani n of the declara.tmn in the text®”] -
- Such rehglcm as is here described is far more ex-
. '___.-__._.,_*'-eellent than any outward observances wha.tever-—-- o

- va Eﬂe e{’ff'ﬁ,_'}f m rela.tmn to the ends for Wthh they

J r . v .
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E 1 - . e I. ||| - " :
.r.| 1.1, T L :.F, _..I-:..r__: . . .
At P eai e :, S
ot ST o
r r -
e w b

f Ps. 1i. 16, 17 Matt‘ xv.s 9
h 1 Sam. xv. 22 S




TA “knowledge of God,” and a delight in the exetcise of
“ mercy” to the bodies and the souls of men, renders us con-.
formable to the image of Christ: it constitutes our meetmess
for heaven, where both our knowledge and our love will be
perfected. But the performance of ceremonies, as has already
been shewn, is worthless, if it be not instrumental to the pro-
duction of humiliation and affiance, of purity and zeal. Duties
which do-not bring us to God, and God to us, are good for
nothing.] - .

2. This argues real conversion; whereas they will
consist with the most ungodly state—

[No man can know God as reconciled to him in Christ
Jesus, or love his fellow-creatures for Christ’s sake, unless he
be renewed in the spirit of his mind. He may possess carnal
wisdom, together with humanity and compassion, while he 1s
yet unregenerate: but, if he have that faith and that love
which are the essential constituents of vital godliness, he must
“have been born again; because he could not have these things,
if they had not been given him from above. But any man may
be observant of ceremonies ; as the Pharisees themselves were,
at the very same time that they were slaves of pride, of covet-
ousness, and of hypocrisy.]

3. This invariably honours God ; whereas they are

often the means of greatly dishonouring him—

[The exercises of faith and love are but very partially seen
by mortal eyes: their sublimer operations are known only to

- Him who beholds the secret desires of the soul. But that

~which 1s seen, compels men to acknowledge the excellence of
true religion. KEven the enemies of God are constrained to
~ reverence the godly, and to admire the grace of God in them.
But an attendance on ordinances 1s often substituted for the
whole of religion ; as though God were no better than an idol,
elther not discerning, or at least not regarding, the dispositions
of the heart. Can a greater insult than this be offered to Je-

hovah ? or can any thing reflect more dishonour upon him in
the world'?

Let vital godliness be thus contrasted with outward ob-
servances, and the text will be seen in its full import.]
ADDRESS— = '

- 1. Those who are regardless of even the forms of
religion— - .. |

~ [It is grievous to see how the Sabbaths are profaned,
and the ordinances of the (rospel neglected. But consider,
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Brethren,'w_ at must be the consequence of defymg Ged m thls'

daring andﬂcentemptuous manner? O that you would Iaf lt
to hee.rt bg_:..,,.;,ere it be too late ') '

2. _These Who are attentive to the form, but regar&-rf‘;_::.__"." o
leSS 0_=-.;;-;_:,_;,_;-___:_;e Ppower, of rellglon-—-'-:""i"ff.-.i'-.;"??--*'f:;fz;. S

[TO those of your description, our Lord sald ‘¢ Go, and .

leam what that meaneth, T will have mercy, and not. sacnﬁce.
and we repeat his words, ‘“ Go, and learn this.” - A clear view

of this passage will undeceive you.. While you are destitute of
faith and love, or not living in the daily exercise of them, you
differ but little from those whom we have before addressed.
They are open sepulchres, that pour forth their nauseous
vapours before all: and you are whlted sepulchres,” that,
with a fair outside, retain all ‘that is filthy and abommable
within. Tt is with such persons that God hlmself classes you
now™; with such, if you repent not, you wﬂl be numbered to

all etermty ]

3. Those who possess v1ta,l rehglon in thelr hea.rts—-' “

[While the generality act as if form were all, you are too
apt to act as if form were.nothing. - There is in this respect a -
great fault amongst the professors of the present day: they
are too apt to come late to the house of God; and to be irre-
verent in their postures ‘while the dlff'erent parts of divine
worship are performed ; sitting at their éase, when they should
be elther devoutly kneelmg in their supplications, or standing
up to sing the praises of Jehovah, Th.IS ‘gives occasion to the
world to say of you, -.‘-_‘ They mind the sermon, but care not at
all about the prayers” Beloved Brethren, let there be no
occasion for such a censure amongst us. It is dishonourable

to our professmn ; it casts a stumblmg-block in the way of the
ungodly ;- and 1t 18 hlghly displeasing to our God. Where real
necessity prevents an early attendance on God's worship, or

. ‘infirmity of body requires an easy posture, the text apphes in

full- force : but where these things do not exist, we must

| -reverence the institutions of God and man: and the more
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MCLVIL

OUR TRANSGRESSIONS OF THE COVENANT.

Hos. vi. 7. But they, like men, have transgressed the covenant.

THE merciful nature of God’s dispensations greatly
aggravates our guilt in violating his commandments.
The law indeed which he imposed upon the Jews was
in some respects an intolerable burthen ; but in other
points of view it was replete with love and mercy :
for though its requirements were many, yet 1ts pro-
visions for the unintentional violation of its precepts
were also numerous, and peculiarly suited to the
character and condition of his people. He required
of them sacrifices and burnt offerings; but that which
he principally desired, was the exercise of holy af-
fections towards himself, and towards each other:
and while they were observant of their duties, he
pledged himself to watch over them, to protect them,
to bless them. But they were by no means sensible
of their privileges, or duly affected with his love:
on the contrary, “they, like men, transgressed the
covenant.” '

In the margin of our Bibles, the text 1s translated,
‘““ They, like Adam, have transgressed the covenant:”
and this seems the more proper translation. The
words which are translated, ¢ like men,” occur only
in two other passages of the Bible: in one of which
1t 1s actually translated, ¢“like Adam?®;” and in the
other, that sense 1s evidently most agreeable to the
context®. 'Thus In the text also i1t were far better
to render the words, ““ They, like Adam, have trans-
gressed the covenant.,” It 1s in this sense we propose
to interpret them; and in this sense they are well

applicable to ourselves. We shall take occasion from
them to shew, o
I. What covenant we have transgressed—

a Job xxxi. 38.

b Ps. Ixxxii. 7. ¢ Ye shall die like Adam, whose honours were
once so great, but were quickly ruined.”
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~ The peculiar covenant under which the Jews were,
18 altogether abrogated : and, as we have never been
under i, we, of course, have never transgressed it.
But we have transgressed, A o

1. The covenant of works— _

[Under this covenant all are by nature: we are born
under it: and it is as much in force against us at this time, as
it ever was against those to whom it was first given. It re-
quires perfect and perpetual obedience to the two tables of the
moral law: and it denounces an everlasting curse against every
the smallest violation of God’s commandments®. It is needless
to shew that we have transgressed this covenant; for there has
not been one day of our lives, wherein we have not trans-
gressed 1t 1n ten thousand instances.]

2. The covenant of grace—

[This is the new covenant which God has made with us,
to remedy our breaches of the former covenant. The old
covenant said, ““ Do this, and lLive;” but the new covenant
says, ‘‘ Believe, and be saved.” It proposes to us a Saviour,
who has made atonement for our sins, and wrought out a
righteousness for us by his own obedience unto death. In,
and through, Him reconciliation is offered to us; and God
engages to restore to everlasting happiness and glory all who
will come to him in the name of Christ. -

Now one would imagine that all should eagerly embrace
this covenant, and hold it fast, with a determination never to
lose the benefits it so freely offers. But the fact 1s, that men
are even more averse to this covenant than to the covenant of
works. They cannot endure to depend so entirely on another
for their acceptance with God. They think they can make
some compensation for their violations of the former covenant,
and in some way or other fulfil its conditions so as to secure
its rewards. They perhaps will borrow somewhat from the
new covenant, just to supply their deficiencies; but they can-
not be prevailed upon to renounce the old covenant altogether,
and to accept salvation by faith alone. _ -

Lét every one look back upon his past experience; and see
whether he himself has not been leaning thus to something
which he either has done, or has purposed to do, instead of
prostrating himself at the Saviour’s feet, and imploring ‘mercy
solely through his blood and righteousness? Yes; whatever
we may imagine, this has really been the experience of every
living man; such transgressors have we been against the new
covenant itself, and against Christ the Mediator of it.}

¢ Gal. 1i. 10,
| F 2
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3. The special covenants which we ourselves have__ FIRe
individually made with God— Sl

[In our baptism we entered into covenant with God; and

engaged to ¢ renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps

and vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the =

flesh.” At other times also, either at our confirmation by the
bishop, or at the Lord’s supper, or in a time of sickness, or
under conviction of sin, we have resolved that we would
repent, and turn unto God in newness of heart and life. But
have not the practices of every day contradicted these pro-
fessions? Have we not broken all our vows and resolutions?
And have not the world, the flesh, and the devil, yet too great
an ascendency over our hearts? Behold then, ¢ #e are trans-
gressors of the covenant;”’ and we have been ¢ transgressors
even from the womb.”]

To discover more fully the guilt of violating the
covenant, let us consider,

II. With what aggravations we have transgressed
1t—

The having ¢ sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression” greatly enhances our guilt; since, in
so doing, we have sinned,

1. Against the greatest obligations to obedience—

[The obligations which had been conferred on Adam in
Paradise, ought to have kept him steadfast in his obedience.
He was endued with faculties superior to any other being
upon earth. He was made capable of knowing, loving, and
enjoying God; yea, was admitted to the most familiar converse
with the Deity. But notwithstanding all these favours, he
transgressed. Thus have we also done. Indeed the obliga-
tions conferred on us have been infinitely greater than any
which Adam enjoyed, even in his state of innocence: for God
has given us his only-begotten Son, to take upon him our
nature, and to expiate our guilt by his own blood. Who can
ever appreciate this favour, or compute its value? The tongue

of an archangel cannot fully declare it ; nor can any finite mind

fully comprehend it. Yet, notwithstanding this obligation, we
have sinned : yes; we have transgressed against a redeeming
God; and have trampled on that very blood which he shed for
our redemption. O what a fearful aggravation is this of all
the guilt we have contracted!]

2. Against the strongest motives to obedience—
[ Adam had not only his own salvation, but also the salva-

tion of all his posterity, involved in his obedience. According

i 1305
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to the covenant made with him, all his seed, to the very end
of time, were to live in him, or in him to die. In this view it
must be confessed, that his motives to steadfastness were more
powerful than any which can operate on us; unless indeed we
balance a regard for the Saviour’s glory against his concern for
his children’s welfare. But, however this may be, our motives
to obedience are unspeakably great: the everlasting happiness
or misery of our souls is now at stake: heaven with all its glory,
or hell with all its torments, must be our portion : and upon
our present conduct our eternal state depends. Now can any
one reflect a moment on these considerations, and not stand
amazed that ever he should be induced to violate the covenant
of his God ? Is it not astonishing that any thing in the whole
universe should prevail upon us to transgress under such cir-
cumstances, and to withstand such motives as these?]

3. Under the slightest possible temptations to dis-
obedience— _ - o

[There was nothing wanting to Adam in Paradise that
could at all conduce to his happiness. Nothing was denied him,
but the fruit of one single tree, as a test of his obedience.
And what temptation was this to him, who already possessed
all that he could reasonably desire ? But, slight as the tempta-
tion was, he yielded to it. And let us inquire, what our
temptations are? A little money, a breath of honour, a
momentary gratification, ¢hés is all that we can promise our-
- selves by transgressing the covenant: and what is this when set
against eternity? What are we the happier at this moment
for all our past transgressions? What is left to us from them all,
but shame and remorse? And have we any reason to expect
that the gratifications of sin in future will be more sohd and
permanent than those which we have enjoyed in times past?
Behold then, this is the price for which we forego the hopes of
heaven, and entail upon ourselves the miseries of hell! What
desperate, what incredible infatuation!]

INFER—

1. How striking a contrast 1s there between God
and us!

[We violate our covenant continually upon .the most
trifling temptations, and that too in spite of the strongest
motives and obligations to the contrary. But does God ever
violate his covenant ? He has engaged to receive every returu-
ing prodigal, that comes to him in the name of Jesus: and did
we ever hear of so much as one whom he spurned from his
footstool? He has engaged also to ‘“ keep the feet of his
saints,” and to ¢ perfect that which concerneth them.” And
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can we adduce one single instance of a real saint Whﬂmhe
finally, and for ever, forsaken? No: he may have left hypo~ =
crites, to shew all that was in their hearts; and may ha'v‘e
‘punished his own people with a temporary suspension of ]TIB
favours; but ““he has sworn once by his holiness that heru
not lie unto David,” or “cast off his people for ever:” and t]:us
covenant he never has broken, nor ever will. Yet what motives -
has he had, or what obligations have been laid upon him, to -

keep covenant and mercy with us? Truly none. But has he
not had temptations enough to abandon us? Yes; such
temptations as none but a God of infinite perfections could
have withstood. Every day, every hour, every moment, we
have been provoking him to anger ; but he is the unchangeable
Jehovah, and therefore it is that we are not consumed.

O admire then the faithfulness of your God; and abase
yourselves before him, as vile, faithless, and rebellious crea-
tures!]

2. How thankful should we be for the covenant of
grace !

[The covenant of works made no provision for one single
breach of its commands: it instantly, and irreversibly, doomed
the transgressor to destruction. But the covenant of grace
makes provision for all the offences that ever were committed,
provided we seek an interest in 1t. Here at this moment we
may obtain all that we stand in need of. Here is pardon for
all our sins; strength against all our temptations; peace to
comfort us 1n all trials: in short, here is grace and glory, and
whatever we can desire for body or for soul, for time or for
eternity: and all is offered to us freely in the name of Jesus :
we have only to believe In Jesus, and all i1s ours. O Brethren,
be thankful for this  covenant, which is ordered in all things
and sure;” and embrace it with your whole hearts. Then,
notwithstanding your past transgressions of it have been more
numerous than the sands upon the sea-shore, they shall all be

forgiven; and you shall  stand before God without spot or
blemish.”] -

MCLVIII.

THE FOLLY OF INCONSIDERATION. _

Hos. vii. 2. They consider not in their hearts that I remember
all their wickedness. _ -

I'T 1s certain that many who have the Gospel dis-
pensed to them continue ignorant of its very first

principles, and “ perish at last for lack of knowledge.”



.- - ’ B . : L N _, B
PR IVICE Y ¢ A .' - i
~ . - " ] -7
. . R I‘ ﬁ *_'..‘. I
. 2
; . I _ .
] : -
.

,;’-Gthﬂ’l" }?;"’Iaces”, so in the very verse from whence our text is

o - oo They Wlll ot atteh]ﬁ"f”f:-‘f_
'-':i-t-._.f:._.,l_;:_?.llitgsr they do know, or sllﬁ'er the prmmples. _
they .,Lﬁ;ﬁ‘@’e.recewed to have any influence upon their

mmd?ﬁ “Thus it was with Israel of old: they coms

nittea all manner of a,bommatlons“ and, when God't"7'-__'.'.
was: gesirous to *“ heal them,” ‘were. bent as much as
ever: ‘en the prosecutlon of their own evil ways®': and
the reason of this is assigned by God himself in the
words of our text : it is justly traced to their inconsi-

deration ; the prevalence and folly of whlch we pro-
pose to set before you.

_. L. The prevalence of lncon31derat10n_ .

"We propose not to- speak of inconsideration at
large but only as it respects God’s ommsmence, and
our accountableness to him.

It 1S an undoubted truth that God ¢ remembers a,ll
our wickedness”— '

" [Reason alone were suﬂiment to &etermme this pomt for
if God do not: remember a]l the transactmns of men, how can
he judge the world ? g

If we would ascerta.m the pomt from matter of fact we may
notice the injunction given to Israel to extirpate the Amalek-
ites, above three hundred years after they had committed the
sin for which this Judgment was to be inflicted on them®. And

- at the close of David’s reign, a famine of three years was sent

~ as a punishment of Saul’s treachery in seeking to destroy the

 Gibeonites; nor was the punishment removed, till exemplary

~ 'vengeance had been taken on the faa:mlyr of the departed
. ;-_..;;meﬂarchd -

“In Serip ffm'e there is, as we might well expect abundant
thls fundamental axiom. God declares it, as in many

a%* In matters of more than ordinary importance, God -

o eften ézk to men respecting the truth of his own assertions.
Accordingly this is made a subject of appeal; Is not the

: ef men sealed up as in a bag, and ‘f]-eP‘f?'Sﬂ'"?‘a‘«'5l among
. tﬂ ‘be brought forth against them at the day
RRn Further, because he Wou.ld have th.ls truth .
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impressed on the minds of all, he even swears in conﬁrmatiqnidf_ o
it: “The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely
I will never forget any of their works™"] ' .

But plain and important as this truth is, men do
not consider 1t— - _

[No man is so ignorant as not to be acquainted with this
truth. There are many indeed who will put forth atheistical
sentiments for the sake of vindicating their own conduct, and
silencing the accusations of conscience: they will say, like those
of old, * Tush, God shall not see; neither will the Almighty
regard iti:” but in their sober hours they will not hesitate to
confess, that God both sees all their wickedness, and will
remember it in order to a future retribution.

Rut the evil is, that, though men confess this truth, they
““ do not consider it:” they do not like to give 1t a place 1n
their minds: they cannot bear to have it suggested to them.
If the thought of it arise in their minds, they rush into busi-
ness, or into company and dissipation, to get rid of it. That
they do not consider it, is manifest: for could they sin with
so much ease, if they did; or could they maintain such tran-
quillity of mind after having committed sin? Would not the
thought of God’s eye being upon them, cast some damp upon
their pleasure; and the expectation of a future recompence
occasion some disquietude? We are sure that many of those
evils which are committed under the cover of the night, would
not be committed, if only the presence of a superior should
be seasonably interposed. How then must the presence of
Almighty God awe us, 1if we would but duly consider it!
Suppose a poisonous draught were put into our hands, and
we were informed, that, within a few hours after we had drank
it, we should be racked with inexpressible agony, and in the
space of one day should die through the excess of torment -
should we not reflect a moment before we ventured to drin];
1t? And supposing us infatuated enough to sacrifice our lives
for a momentary gratification, should we not put the cup to
our lips with a trembling hand? and after we had swallowed
the contents, should we not feel some concern, some regret
some sense of our folly? Could we go away and laugh at ?vha;:
we had done, and boast of it, and encourage our friends to do
the same? If we could not, the reason is obvious. Much
more therefore should we be affected with a dread of future
sin, and a sorrow for the past, if we considered who is

our actions, and how certainly he will remember the
everlasting confusion. ]
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_To counteract this prevailing thOughtlessness,,'we
will endeavour to expose, L

II. The folly of it—

Such inconsideration can be productive of no gobd,_
and must be attended with incalculable -mischief to
the SOU]—f- | '.

1. It will not induce forgetfulness in God—

[Amongst our fellow-creatures our conduct may have con-
siderable effect: and others may be lulled asleep by means of
our security. But God is occupied in his work, whether we
be in ours or not. He wakes, though we sleep: he sees,
though we think ourselves hid from his sight: he marks,
though we are regardless of him: nor does he ever feel more
indignation, than when we feel ourselves most secure and com-
posed. We may ¢“ think wickedly that he is even such an one
as ourselves ; but he will reprove us for what we have done
amiss, and will set it in order before our eyes®.” Noris it the
act only of murder or adultery that he will remember, but the
look, the desire, the thought, yea “ all” our wickedness, of
whatever kind or whatever degree. ] ' )

2. It will rob us of all the benefits we might receive
by reflection— - - '

[1f we did but consider that (zod has noted down all our
wickedness, the next thought would be, How shall we get it
blotted out of his book ? This would lead us to see the 1neffi-
cacy of our tears to wash away our guilt; and would stimulate
us to 1nquire after that Saviour, whose ¢“ blood cleanses from
all sin.” Thus we might obtain the remission of our sins, and
be restored to the favour of our offended God. But incon-
sideration robs us of all this. We shall never repent of our
evil ways, till we have ¢ considered” them. We shall never
seek for mercy, till we have ¢ considered” our guilt and danger.
We shall never flee to Christ, till we have  considered” our
need of him. ¢ The whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick.” Can a thoughtless sinner take this view of the
subject, and not confess his folly ?]

3. It will lead us only to multiply our offences
agamst God— -

[The necessary consequence of inconsideration 1s, that we
continue to live each succeeding day and year in the same
manner as we did in time past; and, In many cases, harden
ourselves more and more in wickedness. If we would at the

k Ps, 1l 21.
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close of every day call ourselves to an account how the day had
been spent, and what God had recorded concerning us in the
book of his remembrance, we should certainly abstain from
many sins, which we now commit without thought or remorse.
Even if the Sabbath alone were spent in this holy exercise, we
should be kept from rushing into perdition as the horse into the
battle. But we are like a spendthrift, who, never considering
how great his debts are, or how he shall discharge them, runs
on from one extravagance to another, till he has accumulated
a debt which involves him in disgrace and misery. Yea, we
resemble a man on the eve of bankruptcy, who, knowing that
his affairs are ruined, cannot endure to examine his accounts,
but proceeds in the best way he can, till the fatal hour arrives,
and his insolvency is declared. But, oh! what madness 1s 1t
thus to ¢ treasure up wrath against the day of wrath!”]

4. It will certainly issue in long and painful reflec-
tion—

[ We may shake off reflection here; but the time is coming
when we must and shall consider. God has said, ¢ In the latter
day ye shall consider it perfectlyl. Yes, as soon as we come
into the eternal world, we shall have a perfect view of all our
past wickedness: we shall see it, not as we do now, through
the medium of prejudice and self-love, but as God sees it, in
all 1ts enormity and with all its aggravations. The sins of
thought as wellyas of act, the sins of omission as well as of
commuission, will all be open to our view; and there will be no
possibility of diverting our attention from them. God bids us
now consider; and we will not: but what shall we do in that
day when he shall answer our cries with this severe rebuke,
‘ Son, REMEMBER™?” ¢ Remember the sins committed ;
remember the warnings neglected; remember the mercies
abused ; remember the opportunities lost.” O sad remem-
brance! O dreary prospect of unalterable irremediable misery!
Were 1t not then better to consider in time, when the most
painful reflections will be salutary, than to protract the period
of consideration till 1t shall be ten thousand times more pain-
ful, and altogether unavailing ?]

ADVICE—

1. Call your past ways to remembrance—

| However long since any sins may have been committed,
they are as fresh in God’s memory, and as hateful in his sight,
as 1f they had been committed this very hour. Endeavour
then to get the same view of them as he has. Collect them
all together: and what a dreadful mass will they appear! If

I Jer, xxiii, 20. - m Tuke xvi, 25.
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you could suppose them all to have been crowded into the
space of one day, and yesterday to have been the day in which
they were all committed, what a monster would you appear in
your own eyes! Yet, admitting the enormity of each sin to
ha:ve‘ been precisely such as it was at the moment of its com-
mission, and such as it exists at present, such is the light in
which you are viewed by God. Turn not away your eyes
from this painful sight: you must behold it sooner or later:
If you delay to look at it, the black catalogue of crimes will
still increase, and the sight of them be yet more terrible. In

the name of God then, I entreat you all, “ CoNSIDER YOUR
WAYS®”]

2. Seek to have your sins blotted out from the
book of God’s remembrance—

[ It has already been observed, that this may be done.
Though you neither have, nor can have, any thing to merit such
a favour, God is willing to bestow it for his own name’s sake:
his word to you is, “1, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sins®. He even promises to  cast them into the very depths
of the seaP?,” from whence they shall never be brought against
you: yea, he ¢ covenants” to efface them, as it were from his
own memory ; and says, “I will forgive their iniquity, and 1
will remember their sin 7o mored.” And will you not seek this
mercy 2 Is it too soon yet awhile for you to enjoy 1t? Will
you not be happier in the possession of it, than in the con-
tinuance of your sins? Think how such a proposal would be
received by those who are now reflecting upon their ways in
hell: would they need to be urged a second time to ask for
mercy 2 O seek it instantly; seek it with all importunity ;
seek it in the adorable name of Jesus; seek 1t after the ex-
ample of the saints of old*: and then, ‘ though your sins have
been as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they have
been red like crimson, they shall be white as wool.”]

3. Endeavour to walk as in the presence of God—-

[A sense of the Divine presence will be an excellent pre-
servative from sin. We know how careful we are of our conduct
in the presence of any one whose good opinion we value: let
us “ set the Lord alw