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ADVERTISEMENT

RESPECTING THE THIRD VOLUME.

THE honour which the public have
done to the firft and fecond Volumes of
the General . Baptift Magazine is refpect-
fully acknowledged We trufl the third
Volume will be {till lefs unworthy of their
patronage. We wifth to avoid what a fe-
rious mind would call dull; yet we fhall
{till keep folid edification in view, as a
principal obje¢t. It is intended in the
third Volume, to give a greater number
of thort Effays on paflages of Scripture,
and on the peculiar dollrines of the
gofpel; and of extraéts from the Hiftory
of Chriftian Baptifm in former ages, than
have been found in the two preceding
volumes. Some Ixtrats and Anecdotes
refpefting the f{tatc of the Jews, in the
-feveral ages of Chniftianity, and the various
nations into which they have been difper{-
ed, will, we _prefume, be entertaining and
improving : particularly refpe&rrg the
Iimpoftors that have arifen-among them,
fince



iv. ADVERTISEMENT.

fince they rejected the Lord of glory.
Notwithftanding the very advanced price
of paper, we are determined that it {hall
not be inferior, but we trult; both papéxj
and print will be found {uperior, to that.
of the two preceding volumes. Our
prayer is, that whatever we publifh may
fubferve the two great purpofes which
we with perpetually to keep in view ;- the
edification of our readers, and the glory of
our adorable Redeemer.
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LIFE AND DEATH OF MR. JOSEPH ALLEIME,
LATE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT TAUNTON

IN SOMERSETSHIRE, AND AUTHOR OF THE
ALARM TO THE UNCONVERTED.

 Continued from Val. I p. 488.
Clarke’s Lives of jundry eminent Perfons, p. 148.

HE“wns row, as formerly, a careful redeemer of his time,
rifing about four o’clock in the morning, and fpending a con-
fiderable timme in meditation aid prayet, and ‘then following
his ftudies clofe in fome corner of the prifon where he could
be private: and fometimes he fpent almoft whole nights in
thefe exercifes, only lying down in his clothes for an hour or
two, and then up again.” Thofe which vifitéd him he did not
entertain’' with frivolous and frothy difcourfes, but with fuch
as were profitable, and for their edification; applying himfelf
unto them according to their feveral capacities, exhorting
them to fuch gracious prallices, which by reafon of their age
or temper, calling or condition, he judged them to be moft
defeftive in,'and dehorting them from fuch evils, as he
thought them moft prone unts.” He rejoiced that he was
accounted wortthy to fuffer in the caufe of'J Chrift, and encou-
raged the timorous ; by his own, and others experience, of
God’s gboduefs beyorid what théy could have expeed.

Heé carefully obferved that rule, Matt. v. 44. « Love your
** enemies, blefs them that curfe you; do good to them that
¢ hate 'you, and'pray for'them that defpitefully ufe you, and
¢« perfecute you.” He never exclaimed againft thofe who were
the chief inftruments of his fufferings, but pitied and prayed
with St. Stephen, ¢ Lord lay not this fin to their charge.” The
greateft harm he wifhed them, was, that they might be con-

Vol. II. B verted,
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verted, fan&ified, and their fouls faved in the day of the
Lord Jefus. . ,

During the time of his imprifonment it could not be dif~
cerned that his health was impaired notwithftanding his.incefs
fant labours. Yet, probably {as: the phyfitians -afterwards
judged) the foundation of that weaknefs which prefently after
furprized him, and occafioned his death, was therr Iaid.

At his enlargément from prifon he was more earneft in his
work thanbefore : Yet willing to preferve his liberty among
his people, who had no mimifter that had the overfight of them,
though fome came and preached to them in his abfence: And
fuch multitudes refcrted to him, thatife judged it neceffary to
divide them into four parts, refolving to preach to them four
times each fabbath; but finding that to be beyond his
firength, which was much decayéd, he Was fain'té forbear it,
and preached only twice on the fabbaths, yet oft ‘on the week
days befides, at home or abroad. 7He ptelled al} that feared
God, efpecially fuch as were of a timorous fpirit, to ‘be cou-
rageous and active for God, and-to be much in mutual con-
verfings togethér, now that their minifters were withdrawn,
and to be much in praifes and tharikfgivings unto God, delight-
ing themfclves in him, 2nd denying themfelves for him, and
refigning them{clves, and all they did enjoy, to him, that the
world might fee, that they could live comfortably ori .2 God
alone, on his artributes and promifes, though they fhould have
nothing elfe left. e e

He much prefled the unconverted to be more careful for the
fzlvation of their fouls, efpecially confidering, that thofe were
now removed, which longed for, and watched over their {oule,
and they were fallen into the hands of fuch as wanted either -
1kill or will to promote their welfare : Shewing them, with
moft tender affe&tions, what miferable creatures they were
whilft ‘unconverted; and how his heart djd yearn. for them;
How he did pray and weep for them when' they were afleep ;
How willingly he had fuffered 2 year’s imprifonment for them,
fiay, how readily he would fhed his blood to procure their
falvation. = - o PIPT

But it pleafed the all-wife God to take him off from this
eager purfuit of his work and defigns for him, by vifiting
him (in the latter end of Auguft) with much weaknefs,
within three months after he came out of prifon. "For being
requefted by a people, whofe paftor was abfent, to preach, and
adminifter the facrament unto theém; the place being fixteen
miles off, he was fo difabled by the journey, that he could not
perform both; yet, becaufe many of them came far,y he forced

C T himfelt
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Himfelf to'preach to them, though to his great prejudice, and
after three or four days, with much difhculty he returned home,
and had the advice of the beft phyficians thereabout, who, all
of them judged that it proceeded from his abundant labours,
and preaching too foon after his meals, as he did, when he
preached four times a day. This had {o abated the natural
heat of his ftomach that no food would digeft, nor often ftay
within him.

He felt no pain, but had a conftant difcompofure in his

ftomach, and afailing of his appetite, that for many weeks he
could not: bear the fcent of fiefh-meat, nor retain any liquors
or broths, fo that he confumed fo faft, that his lifc feemed to
draw near' to an end ; but God was pleafed fo to blefs the
means, that after two months he recovered of this diftemper ;
yet {o loft the ufe of his arms, that from October till April, he
could neither put on ar off his clothes, nog write any thing. Hig
phyficians and friends earneftly befought him to intermit his
labours, but could not prevail. For he continued to preach
once, andfometimes twiceg every fabbath, and to vifit from
houfe to houfe all that winter.
*In the {pring God was' pleafed to reftore unto him the ufe
of his arms,for which he was exceedingly thankful, and they
had great hopes of his recovery: And the fummer following,
by making -ufe of fome mineral waters, near Devizes, his
firength ‘was much encreafed, and he found much good by
them. But trufting too much to that ftrength, his weak-
nefs returned often upon him the next winter, and more in the
fpring following.  Yet his fits continued not long at a time,
fo that he preached, not accordirig to, but even beyond his
ftrength, at home and abroad : “Sometimes going into remote
places; where they had ‘had nd meetings fince the removal
of their minifters, which was about the fpace of two years:
And he engaged Yome of his brethren alfo to take their turns,
wihrich they did with great fuccefls. =~ o

Now was he again much threatened, and warrants were
often out for him, which he rejoiced at, that when (by reafon
of his diltempers) he could do little for God, God would fo
honour him, that he thould fuffer for him in a prifon; and
would often fay with much cheerfulnefs, that they could not
do him a greater kindnefs: But God not feeing him fit for
the inconveniences of a prifon, was pleafed to fpare him.

The five mile a&t now taking place, he removed to a place
called Willington, five miles from Taunton, to a dyer’s
koufe in a very obfcure place, where he preached on the
Lord’s day as he was able: But the vigilant cyes of his
: ' B 2 enemiey
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enemies foon found him out there, and refolved to remove
him, and a warrant was put in the conftable’s hands to appre-
hend him: And the dyer was threatened to be fent to the goal
for entertaining him : Hereupon he returned to Mr. John Mal-
lack’s houfe, a merchant, who had often folicited him to take his
houfe for his home, and he now accepted of his courteous
offer: But many of his friends in Taunton were fo earneft,
that to f{atisfy them, he went to their houfes and ftayed with
fome a fortnight, with others three weeks or a month, yet
ftill taking Mr. Mallack’s for his home: And he went from
no houfe without ferious counfels, comforts or reproofs, as
their condition required.

He went from no houfe that was willing to part from him 3
nor could he fatisfy the requefts of one half that invited him
to their houfes: So that he would often blefs God, and fay
with holy Mr. Dod, that he had a hundred houfes for one that
he had parted with: And that though he had no goods, yet
he wanted nothing, his Father caring for him in every thing §
fo that he lived a far more pleafant life, than his enemies
that had turned him out of all.

He was exceedingly taken with. God’s goodnefs in Mr.
Mallack’s bountiful entertainment of him, whofe houfe, gar
dens, and walks were very delightful to him, being fo pleafant
and curious, and all accommodations within fuitable there-
unto ; which made him often to fay, that he did (as Dives) fare
delicioufly every day; but hoped to improve it better than
he did : And that God had inclined his heart to care for many
poor, and for feveral of his brethren in the miniftry, and that
now God did reward him, not fuffering him to be at any
expence upon himfelf or wife. ,

He was a great obferver of each day’s providences, and
would every night before he went to fleep, reckon them up
to his wife, to raife his own and her heart to praife the Lord,
and to truft to hiin, of whofe care and goodnefs he had fuch
manifold experiences.

The time for his going to the waters being come, he defired
to keep a day of thankfgiving for all God’s mercies to him
and his friends ; and accordingly July the 10th, 1665, divers
of his brethren in the miniftry, and of his friends in Taunton,
met at Mr, Mallack’s houfe, about a mile from the townj’
where, after they had been a while together, came two juftices,
with others attending them with fwords, and brake open the
doors by force (though if they had pleafed, they might have
unhatched them) and with much derifion and threatening
language, took their names, and committed them to fome con<

' ' "7 fiables,
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ftables, charging them to bring them the next day to theCaftlc-
Tavern'in Taunton, before the juftices of peace there. The
next day the prifoners were brought forth, and anfwered to
their names as they were called ; and after two days tedious
attendance, were all conviéted for keeping a conventicle, and
fentenced to pay three pounds a piece, or to be committed to
prifon for threfcoree days.: But few of them either paid their
fines or fuffered their friends to pay it for them. Whereupon
Mr. Alleine, and feven minifters more, and forty private
perfons were committed to Iichelter goal. When Mr. Alleine
came to the prifon, his deportment and converfation was
every way as exemplary as it had been in his former con-
finement. And notwithftanding his great bodily weaknefs,
et he conftantly toek his turn with the other minifters in
preaching, which they performed, moftly, twice a day, befides
other religious exercifes, wherein alfo he did bear his part.
Though he had many of his flock imprifoned with him,
whereby he had the fairer opportunity of inftruéting and
watching over them : yet was he not forgetful of the reft that
were at liberty, but wrote many letters to them, full of ferious
and profitable matter, from which they might reap no {mall
benefit, whilft they wanted his bodily prefence: He was alfo
very folicitous for thofe that were with him, that they might
be the better for their bonds, walking worthy the many and
great mercies they had enjoyed during their imprifonment ;
that fo, when they returned to their houfes, they might fpeak
.and live forth the praifes of God, carrying themfelves in
every refpe¢t as became the gofpel for which they had fuf-
fered; which he made to appear by that wholefome counfel
which he gave them the morning wherein they were deli-
vered, which confifted of two heads.
The firft was of Exhortation:
1. T'o rejoice with trembling in their prifon comforts, and ta
fec that they kept them in a thankful remembrance all theirlives.
2. To feed and feaft their faith upon-prifon experiences.
.3- Talet divine mercy be as oil to the flame of their love.
“ O love the Lord all ye his faints !’
4. To keep their manna in a golden pot, and not to for-
get bim, who hath faid fo often, ¢ Remember me.”
5. Toletthe bonds of their afflictions ftrengthen the bonds
of their affe€tions ; to love one another the better.
6. To let prefent indulgence fit them far future hardfhips.
. 7. To caft up their accounts at their return home, and to
fee whether they have gone as mych forward in their fouls, as

“they have gong backward in their eatward eftates. o T
. o
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8. To fee that the fnuffers of the prifon make their light
to burn the brighter; and that their courfe aud difcourfe be
the more (avoury, ferious and fpiritual for this prefent trial. -

9. To fee that they walk accurately as thofe that*have the
eyes of God, angels, and men upon them, to fee what gainers
they have been by this affiiclion.

The fecond was of Dehortation :

1. Revile not your perfecitors, but blefs and pray for them,
s inftruments of conveying great mercies unto you.

2. Let not the humble acknowledgement of God’s mercy,
degenerate into proud, vain glorious boafting, or carnal.

3. Be not prodigal of your liberty, upon a conceit that the
prifon will be eafy, nor yet fearful of adventuring in a way
of duty.

4. lgo not load others with cenfures, whofe judgment and
pradtice differs from yours, but humbly blefs God that hath o
happily directed you.

Having fpoke thus to his fellow prifoners, he fpake thus zllo
to his friends and brethren with them: ° ' '

1. Let our experience be your encouragement. O love
the Lord, ye our friends ; love the Lord;. fear him for ever;
btlieve in him ; truft him for ever for our fakes. - We have
tafted of the kindnefs of God. You know how good God
hath been to us, both in fpirituals and temporals. Encou-
rage your hearts in the Lord your God: Serve him the more
freely and gladly for our fakes. You fee we have tried, we
have tafted how good the Lord is. Do you truft him the
more, becaufe we have tried him fo much, and found he is a
friend {o faithful, fo gracious, that we are utterly unable to
fpeak his praife. Go on and fear net in the way of your
duty: Verily there is a reward for the righteous. ~God hath
given us a great reward already ; but this js but the leaft; we
{ook for a kingdom. ' _

2. My defire to our friends is, that they will all help us
with their praifes: Qur tongues are too little to {peak forth
the goodnefs and the grace of God: Do you help us in our
praifes : Love the Lord the better ; *praife him the more; and
what is wanting in us, let it be made good by you. O that
the praifes of God may found abroad in the country-by our
means, and for our fakes. <

His imprifonment prevented his going to the waters,
which vwas the ¢dufe of the increafe of his diftempers all the
winter following,  and more in the fpring ; yet not fo much
as to take him wholly off his work, but that he preached,
kept many days, and adminiftered the facrament ta his péoplc.

oing
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Going to the waters in July, 1667, they had a contrary
effe® upon him to what they had at firft ; for after three
days taking them, he fell into a fever, which feized on his
fpirits, and his ftrength decayed fo exceedingly, that he
feemed to be near death; but the Lord was pleafed to {pare
him, and fo far to reftore him, that at fix weeks end he
returned to his people; yet then finding a great decay in his
ftrength, and weaknefs in 2ll his limbs, he was willing to go
to Dorchefter to advife with Dr. Lofe, an able phyfician,
from whom he had received many medicines, but had never
any converfe with him, nor had feen him.

The do&or foon ‘perceived his weaknefs, and therefore
advifed him to ftay there for a fortnight or three weeks, that
he might direct him the better, and alter his remedies as he
fhould fee occafion, which he readily affented to. He had
not been there: above five days, but the ufe of all his limbs
was fuddenly taken from him ; firft his arms, then his legs,
that he could neither ftand, nor move a finger, nor turn in
his bed. He was given over by phyficians and friends, that
faw him for fome weeks lying in cold fweats night and day;
and often, for fome hours, half his body was cold, fo that in
their apprehenfion he was dying, and received nothing but
ftrong cordials and brotchs.

Thus he lay from September 28th, to November 16th,
before any amendment appeared, all which time he was very
cheerful, praifing and admiring God for his mercies : But his
fpirits were fo low that he fpake feldom, 'and then foftly. He
-was free from pain, and when his friends admired his patience,
he would fay, that God had not yet tried him any thing, but
in laying him afide from his work, and keeping him out of
heaven. Being -afked how it was with his foul in all his
bodily weaknefs? His anfwer was, that he had not thofé
ravithing joys which he expeéted, and which fome did par-
take of : But he had a fweet ferenity of heart and confcience,
and a confidence in God, grounded upon the promifes of the
‘gofpel, and did-believe that"it would be well with him to
all eternity. -

(To be continued.)

SERMONS

~s o



SERMONS AND ESSAYS,

To the Editor of the General Baptif Magasgine,
Sir,

AT p. 284, No. VII. of your Magazine, W. A. fignifies 2
defire of an anfwer to the long difputed queftion, « Is faith
s¢ the gift of God, or the a& of man?”

I do not think that it isin my power to fettle this point, fo
as that it will not be difputed afterwards; but perhaps it may
be difputed more, and if it be, it may, I hope, by being in
better hands, be dire@ly guided to the place where it fhould
be, and fettled there foon. I will, however, God willingy
make a few obfervations on it, in order to place it, as I
underftand, in a feriptural, and a rational view. If the
following lines be, in your judgment, fit to go abroad in
your monthly traveller, they are at your fervice, and I, and
feveral more, will be obliged.

1. That faith is very much celebrated in the Bible, efpe-
cially Heb. xi. cannot be denied. That the facred writers
fpeak of it very often, as being of vaft importance, is indif-
putable; this will, I think, fufficiently apologize for both
the querift and the refponfor.

2. I think W. A. dces not with for a definition of the
thing; but feems to have, and to allow me to have the common
fcriptural idea of faith; i.e. believing or trufting in Chrift.
As, therefore, you feem generally to with for brevity, I fhall
take no time to examine the different acceptations of the
word, but abide by the common one, ¢ believing the truth
« of the gofpel, and believing on Chrift as promifed freely in
& the gofpel for falvation.”

3. Itis very obfervable, that this queftion does not appear
to be fo puzzling in the firft Chriftian age, when' the apoftles-
lived, and preached, and wrote, as it has been the laft fifty
years in England. We never find thefe preachers telling their
people that they could not believe until God gave them
faith ; nor when the preachers encouraged and exhorted the
people to believe in Chrift, or to have fajth in God, did tha
people reply, © We cannot believe in Chrift, nor have faith
« in God, unlefs God give us faith.” Moft probably, the
perplexity on this fubject has arifen, like many other perplex-

itics,
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ities, by the darknefs of popery. I am the more inclined to -
think and fpeak thus, becaufe I am perfuaded, that it is not
neceflarily the effect of any obfcurity of the fcriptures on the
fubjelt.

4. Whatever faith be befides, however it be enjoyed, or
by what way foever a man is brought to have faith; that it
is his own a&t whenever he has it, and however he doth it,
cannot {urely be doubted, till we refign all claim to common
fenfe, and give up all regard for the Bible. More than fifty,
or about fifty times, in the Bible, as if defigned to fettle this
-queftion, the holy writers ufe fuch terms and phrafes as, my
faith, thy faith, our faith, your faith, their faith, his faith, &c.
which will appear by and by, to have no determinate mean-
ing, but be quite unintelligible, if faith be not the a& of the
man. - The fcripture defcribes not enly the excrcife, but the
mature, if there be any diftinction of the nature and exercife
of faith, by many figurative words, which cannot but prove
faith to be the a& of man: befide believing, believing with
the heart, trufting in God, and trufting in the Lord, &c.
there are fuch as taking hold, laying hold, eating and drink-
ing, Chrift, looking to Chrift, fleeing to him, running to
IHm ; befides confiding in him, relying on him, coming to
him, refting on his word, leaning on him, &c. There can
be no difpute, that when thefe words are employed to defcribe
the ftate, pofture, and motions of the body, they deferibe, or
imply aétion, the ation of the perfons of whom we fpeak.
Armd do they not certainly intend the fame, when ufed to
defcribe the ftate and motions of the mind ? I cannot think
it neceflary to proceed in the dire& proof, or illuftration of
a doctrine fo remarkably evident, otherwife it might be illuf=
trated much from the encouragements and exhortations ta
belizve, from the reproofs-for not doing it, and many other
things : But it muft be totally needlefs; becaufe every one
that believes in Chrift, and knows it, knows that it is hisfelf
who believes it. About one hundred and fifty times, if I do
not miftake, the holy writers fpeak of it direlly as the act
of man. Inevery flate,and cafe, and mode, which is common
to language, of the name, the firname, the verb and participle,
they afcribe believing to men. I believe, do you believe ? doft
thou believe ? we believe, ye believed, they believed, &c. &c,
Is it poflible that we fhould have fuch words as thele in fuch
{yntax, if faith were not the act of man? If it be not fo, have
not the facred writers ftrangely mifreprefented it ? Not to fay
that they have told one hundred and fifty untruths, directly ov
indireétly ! . .

Vol II, C Having
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Having faid as much as I think proper, on faith being thie
act of man’s mind, I proceed to {peak of faith as being the
gift of God. ‘

1. By a gift, we moft commonly, and moft properly, un-

derftand that which was the property of one perfon, or of
feveral perfons, or in the poflefion of fome perfon, dr in
.exiftence, before it became the property, or was in the pof-
feflion of him to whom it is given, and that it was imparted
as a donation from where it exifted, or by him whofe property
it was, or who had the prerogative to give it.
It would be unneceflary, tirefome, and almoft endlefs, to
illuftrate this remark as much as it might be, from the
common ufe of the word give in the fcriptures; but any who
chufes may do it for himfelf. If the truth of the remark
be allowed, as I hope it will, then, I think, it muft be allowed
alfo, that faith cannot be the gift of God in this common and
proper fenfe of the word give. Becaufe my faith had ne
exiftence, it was not in being in any part of unbounded:fpace.
It was not the property, nor in the pofleflion of any perfon, till
it was my faith. It was a real nonentity, till that moment
that I became a believer in Chrift. Chrift, the dear objedt,
exifted before I believed; the gofpel, promifes, grace, minif-
ters, by which, if 1 be a belicver, I was encouraged, per-
fuaded, and enabled to believe, all exifted before I became a
believer. )

2. Faith is not reprefented in the fcripture as being in the
{fame predicament as many fpiritual bleflings are. For exam-
“ple: Faith is not among thofe that are properly called new
“covenant blefings., Thefe are bleflings promifed to the
believer, and which are enjoyed by the believer. Even the
Jews themfelves fhall be partakers of thefe new covenant
bleflings when they turn to the Lord, and if they abide not
{till in unbeliefy 2 Cor. iil. 14—17, Rom. xi. 23. A vaft
number of fpiritual bleflings, and religious privileges, are
promifed to believers, and the children of God, as fuch ; and
many great things are promifed and enfured to mankind in
generaly including the children of God ; but I do not recol~
le& that the blefled God ever promifed faith to any part-
of mankind. Where is it faid in the Bible, « they fhall
t have faith,” « I will give them faith 2’ There is not an
thing of this in either the new covenant, or in what the {crip-
ture hath given us of the covenant made with Chrift as
mediator. Believers, the children of God, are taught and
encouraged to pray for the fpirit, and for many good things ;
but I do net remember that unbelievers are taught and

encouraged
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encouraged to pray for faith. Hence, alfo, it is evident that
faith is not the gift of God in the fame fenfe as many other
things are. '

3. There is a great number of bleffings, of which the
New Teftament fpeaks often and much, which are beftowed
and enjoyed through Chrift, fuch as juftification, pardon,
reconciliation, peace, accefs, ftrength, eftablithment, com-
fort, confolation, conqueft, viftory, falvation, deliverance
from wrath, everlafting life, eternal glory, &c. But does the
fcripture ever place faith the fame as thefe are placed in this
-refpe@? Is faith ever faid to be beftowed, imparted, received,
or enjoyed through Chrift?

Some may, perhaps, by this time, be ready to fay, or to
atk, Do we then believe in Chrift, and is faith from our-
felves? Very far from it. There is a fenfe in which faith
may be the gift of God; but it is not in the proper com-
mon fenfe, but in 2 figurative one. Many think that the
apoftle, Ephef. ii. 8, fays, faith is the gift of (God: many
thiok fo, but: fome difpute-it. Some think that it is not the
relative to the antecedent faith. I fhall leave the learned to
fettle it; becaufe we have pleaty of fcripture, which fuffici-
ently explains it.

If the reader will ferioufly and candidly regard the follow-
ing remarks, I hope they will be fatisfaltory. 1. In order
that fininers might. have faith, and believe, Chrift, the ador-
able object of faith, was fent for awhile into our world, to
finifh that awful, glorious work, which, as mediator, he
gracioufly undertook. This glorious undertaking was de-
clared, i. e. written and preached in the world, in order to
our faith, ¢ Thefe things are written that ye might believe
<« that Jefus is the Chrift, and that believing, ye might have
¢ life through his name,” John xx, 31. « Faith cometh
¢ by hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” Rom. x. 17,
The blefled God undoubtedly faw it neceffary, that finners
fhould be encéuraged, induced, and perfuaded to believe;
he, therefore, has given us exceeding great and precious
promifes ; propofed the moft glorious privileges and bleflings
to be enjoyed in this world, while the believer lives in 1t,
and enfured a world, a heaven, an eternal heaven of complete
felicity to all believers. Now, by a figure which puts the
means for the effect, faith may be called the gift of God.
Thefe, with many other things of the fame nature, are the
means which God ufes ta bring us finners to believe. This
is what the fcriptuse calls, Alts xiv, 27, ¢ opening the door

“ of faith.?
C2 2. We
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2. We are taught by thé Lord Jefus, that, in order to
enable us to believe, we muft be drawn of the Father, i. e. of
God. % No man can come unto me, except the Father which
& hath fent me draw him.” « Except it were given him of
« my Father,” John vi. 44,65. This, it feems, was fpoken
to convince and inftru& the felf-righteous Jews; and it is
well {uited to convince them, and all of their charaer. ‘This
drawing, is partly by the word, as above; but from other
texts we learn, that the grace and fpirit of God are employed
in drawing and influencing thé minds of finners to truft in
Chrift, Rev. xxii. 19, and 1. Pet. i. 22 is remarkable, « fee-
 ing ye have purified your fouls in obeying the truth through
« the fpirit.” Aés xviii. 27, who, when he was come,
« helped them much which had believed through grace.?
But what would be fufficient of itfelf, to place this matter in
i’s elear and proper light, is that definition of it by Paul ta
the Philippiansy chap. i. 29, « For unto you it is given in
¢ ‘the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe on him, but alfa
¢ to fuffer for his fake.” And that parallel reprefentation,
hamed above—except it were given unto, him of my Father.
I {hall explain thefe texts prefently. I only add here, that
thefe paffages are fo plain, they appeal to the reafon of man,
as man is a fational creature, and to the experience of ever
believer in-Chrift. ‘That faith cannot be the gift of God, in
a ftrict and proper fenfe, commion. fenfe will thow, becaufe
1t is firiétly the a&t of the'mind of man, And yet common
fenfe, one would immagine, would teach any one that he can-
not believe in Chrift unlefs it be. given him, i. e. 'unlefs he be
dpecially enabled to believe. It may be granted,. that if be-
lieving in Jefus were nothing more than believing that he
died for me, there would not be that fpecial help required, in
order to it, becaufe ‘there is.nothing in the whole Bible more
plain -and pofitive than that glorious truth, « He is the pro-
¢ pitiation for the {ins of the whole world.” Undoubtedly
this truth has been believed by millions of mankind, juft the
fame as other truths of hiftory Kave been believed. Undoubta
edly this dear, dear truth is eftablifhed, and undoubted in the
infernal regions ; undoubtedly the prince of devils knows ity
as evidently as he knows that Jefus Chrift is the Holy One of
God: But nobody will imagine that he is fpecially affifted to
qualify him, However, believing in Chritt is a very differ-
ent thing from believing that he died for me. It is trufting
in him to fave me, 2 Tim. i. 12. 1 make no fcruple of
faying, that every poor . finner who does believe in Jefus,
kaows that he needed fpecial divine help to believe. - o

3 4
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-4, To believe in Chrift is a matter of fuch importance ;
the neceflity of"it to loft mankind is fo great ; the grace of
God to man is {o infinite ; the need that poor finners have of
that grace, is fo abfolute, that, as the fcriptu.res fay, all the
facred Three are engaged in affifting and enabling men to truft
in Chrift, ¢ No man can come unto me, except the Father
« draw him,” John vi. 11.—%“ Who by him (Chrift the Son)
« do believe in God,” 1 Pet. i. 21,— through the Spirir,”
verfe 22. o .

4. If faith be at all a gift, it is the gift of God. Of this,
I fuppofe, there is no doubt. From Phil. i, 29, it is evi-
dent that faith'is a gift, the fame as fuffering perfecution is.
It is a manner of fpeaking that the facred writers ufe fome-
times. I mention only one more, viz. Rev. xiii. 7, « And
% it was given unto him to make war with the faints, and to
& overcome them ; and power was given him over all kin-
¢ dreds, and tongues,-and nations.” Thi_s paflage explains
itfelf fufficiently. The beaft Yo whom this perfecution was
given, is, I fuppofe, the ehurch or the pope of Rome: The
dragon is the devil. Perfecution of the followers of Chrift,
for righteoufnefs fake, is of the devil, in the fame fenfe, in 2
degrec, as the faith of believers is of God; and in the fame
fenfe as patiently fuffering afliCtion is from God. The devil
aflifts, encourages, perfuades, and enables wicked men ta
perfecute the good: God encourages, perfuades, affifts, and
enables finners to believe in Chrift, and believers to bear
their perfecutions and fufferings patiently. To illuftrate
this a little, fhall be the bufinefs of my next and laft remark.

5. Every thing, by which a finner is brought to believe,
Is of God, and many of the particulars are gifts of God. The
contrivance of the plan of falvation is abfolutely of God. It
eould nat have been imagined, that the Lord Jefus fhould
die for us: That.we fhould be pardoned for his fake, through
faith in.him, if God had not, of his own good pleafure, ap-
pointed this method, This, with the gift of Chrift, the gof-
pel, &c. we have mentioned before; and I now add, that all

the information, inftruction, and knowledge neceflary for a
finner, as"a blind, ignorant, foolith creature, is from God.
This is true, whether we apply it to the written word, or to
that divine illumination which attends the word, read or
preached. Turning from darknefs to light by Paul’s preach-
ing ; or if the Lord Jefus open the underftanding, to under-
ftand the fcriptures; or the blefled God open the eyes to
behold the great things of his law ; ftill all is of the free, rich
grace of ‘God| y

‘ A
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All the influence and perfuafion, by which the mird of a
poor finner is brought to refolve, when his underftanding
1s open to chufe this wonderful way of falvation, and to
believe in Chrifty is from God. All the circumftances of
divine Providence and grace, which are any way inftrumental
in this great affair, to humble the mind of a finner, to fhow
him the vanity and worthleflnefs of all the creatures and things
of this prefent evil world, are either defigned of God, or
over-ruled by him, or both, for the purpofe of leading his
mind to Chrift, the all, and in all. And, to fay all in a
word, whatever power or ftrength is needed to enable the
finner to believe in Chrift, when he does believe in him, is
from God. Thefe hints, with much more that might be
added, illuftrate, in fome degree, and are proved trug, by the
texts referred to above; efpecially, it is given to you to
believe on his name, and, except it were given unto him of
my Father. Neverthelefs, faith in Chriftis ftrictly, and pro-
perly, the a&t of the mind of the finner; not without this
divine help, not of himfelf; but with this help he believes in
Chrift.

Now, Mr. Editor, if thefe hints on this {ubjet be in any
degree fuited for the purpofe for which they are defigned, they
are at your fervice. ‘That faith in Chrift may be well under-
ftood ; that many of our finful fellow-creatures may be encou-.
raged and enabled to believe in Jefus; that they who do
believe in him may live by the faith of the Son of God ; and
that you and I, and all with whom we are acquainted and
conneéted in the caufe of Chriftianity, may experience divine
fatisfation in life, in the near profpect of death,and in our laft
‘hours, in that we know whom we have believed, and are pers
fuaded that he is able ta keep that which we have cammitted
to him, again{ that day, is the earneft and fincere prayer of

Your’s, affeCtionately,
J' T'

i —

T Subfiance of Mr. Kingsford's SERMON at the Affembly,
on Ifaiah Ixii. 1.

ettt

(Continued from page 488.)

‘WE have noticed, 1, What we are_herc'taught éarneftly
to feck after. % That the righteoufnefs of Zion may go forth
as
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% as brightnéfs, and the falvation of Jerufalem as a lamp that
¢ burneth.” Woe proceed, 2, to confider the means we muft
ufe to this end, “ I will not hold my peace, I will not reft.”
Here is, 1, a firm refolution; built on the importance of the
fubjedt, it’s import is, “ I will not be filent.”” "Fhe prefent
and future happinefs of immortal fouls, are objels of infinite
magnitude, and well may Chriftians and minifters refolve to
a€t in their refpeCtive fpheres for the good of their fellow-men
who mutt live for ever. May weall be difpofed to fay, thefe
things have we defired of the Lord, and thefe will we feek
after. We will pray for Zion, earneftly, affectionately,
conftantly,. We will plead for Zion, among the ungodly
and among the faints. To cry aloud and fpare not—to found
an alarm upon the holy mountain, is to act like the difciples
of Chrift. « If thefe fhould hold their peace, the ftones
« would immediately cry out.”” But many make good refo-
lutions, they « refolve and re-refolve, and die the fame.”
T herefore, 2, our text includes exertion. Many have a
name in the church on earth, who fee religion decline, and
are unconcerned for it, whatever were their refolutions when
they firft joined the church; others there are, who are real
friends to the Redeemer, and they fee, with filent forrow, the
declining ftate of religion in the church of Chrift. Are any
fuch prefent? My brethren, this is not alling according to
the model in our text: ¢« I will not hold my peace.” Some
are ready to fay, were I placed in different circumflances than
thofe I am in, I would exert myfelf for the good of the church
of God. The beft way to prove that this would be the cafe,
is to exert ourfelves in the fituations in which Providence
has placed us; if we do not, it is highly probable that other
circumftances would produce other excufes. But, 3, our text
‘implies perfeverance: ¢ I will not reft until the righteoufnefs,”
&ec. Itis not enough that ¢ ye did run well,” but ye muft en-
dure tothe end. Blefled is that fervant whom his Lord, when
he cometh; thall find watching. God’s watchmen muft never
hold their peace, day nor night. Minifters in indigent cir-
cumftances may experience much difficulty in perfevering
exertions, from the preflure of worldly embarraflments. In
their Redeemer they may fee that poverty and zeal united in
the fame perfon, for though he had not where to lay his head,
yet fuch was his condudt, that it brought to his apoftles’ minds
a predittion which they faw accomplithed in him, « The
¢« zeal of thine houfc hath eaten me up.” Thofe in pofleflion
of riches, arein danger of relaxing in perfevering exertions
in religion.  Their connexions in life have a naturaldten—

ency
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dency to prevent their condefcending to men of low degted
Thofe comfortably fettled in bufinefs, are in danger from theit
worldly purfuits, which without watchfulne(s and prayer, will
make them hold their peace, and be at refty when the ftate of
religion calls for exertion and perfeverance in the caufe of
Chrft. Thofe who fit down with round falaries in churches
well endowed, are in danger of becoming indifferent, indo<
lent, infolent, and inftead of perfevering exertions, they may
poffibly content themfelves with eternally reading over their
old fermons, with more indifference in themfelves, and lefs
effect on their hearers than when they read a newfpaper, yet
they will tell God in every prayer, that they expe& a large
reward at the laft day. Methinks it will be well if he does
not fay, < Son, remember that thou in thy life-time receivedft
« thy good things ; for ye ate the fat, ye clothed you with the
« wool, ye killed them that were fed, but ye did not feed the
« flock.” We muft each give account of himfelf to God.
Let us examine our own hearts, and let us be a&ive for the
good of fouls in our ftations as they are. Shall enemies tri-
umph, and we be unconcerned ¢ Shall Ifrael be in Egypt, and
we not mourn ! or Judah in Babylon, and we not fay, ¢« If
« I forget thee, O Jerufalem, let my right hand forget it’s
¢ ufe. If I do not remember thee let my tongue cleave ta
¢ the roof of my mouth, if 1 prefer not Jerufalem to my
& chief joy.” .
This brings us to the third thing propofed, namely, The
motive that muft influence our hearts—¢ For Zion’s fake.”
Have you refolved to ufe perfevering efforts in the caufe of
religion ? What powerful motive has influenced your minds ¢
It muft be for the fake of fomething. Is it for the fake of
worldly gain? Some have faid, % put me into the prieft’s
« office that I may get a picce of bread.” Wordly gain is
what many have in view, and they fhew, that to them ¢ gain
¢« is godlinefs.” Is it for the fake of a name? Many rifk
all for this. The builders of Babel engaged in that laborious
work, faying, ¢ Let us make as a name.” Is it for the fake
of Chrift ? His enemies have done much for the fake of
their hatred to Chrift (Matt. v. 11.) His difciples have
done much, and fuffered much, from love to Chrift (as Rom..
viii. 36.)  Your love to;Chrift, and his church, is infeparably
conne&ed, for the church is his body, the fulnefs of himy
that filleth all in all. Let a regard to the church of Chrift
influence your minds in all your concerns in it, and in all
your conduc in the world. ~For the fake of her peace and
grofperity~for the fake of her God and Rcdcemer-}—{pqr
ing
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King and her Jaws—her ordinances and promifés=her com-
forts and, profpeéls, fay in the language of my text, « I will
% not hold, &c, o .

« Ye. that make mentioft of the Lord keep not filence,.
«and give him no reft till ‘he eﬁabli_fh‘,'v'ind till he make Jeru-
« falem,a praife in the earth”” Amefi. = © .

e - .

;.I"o the Editor of ,!‘béJ‘Ge-m;;ql ‘Bapﬁ/) Magazine.
P S}R’ e ’ B . .. e
 THE iitfertion of -the following Remarks of a celebrated
Divine, from Jofh. vii. 21, will oblige , :
e e e Your’s, &a

A vyvmn .
Lol o

.. ON- COVETOUSNESS, ‘

Ceey ey

TO covet, is to defire beyond bounds—~God hath fet thefc
bounds—he hath bounded paffion by reafon, and: reafon by
teligion and the nature of things. If a man of twenty years
of age, to whom Providence hath given both reafon, and
paflions, theuld lay afide- his reafon, and. make ufe of only
His paffions, he would act as prepofteroufly as if having both
legs and arms he thould refolve to walk with his legs, but
never make the leaft ufe of his arms. May I fay? Yes; let
mhe fay, reafon is intended 'to poile the paflions; and to pre-
vent a falh' Perhaps all this is too general, let us, in a fhort
detail, fhew thé unreaforiablenefs’ of covetoufriefs. ‘

-Covétoufnefs is tinjuft. Let the prince enjoy the privilege
of his bifth';' Iet the man who hath hazarded his life for wealth
Foﬂ'el's it in peace ; let the induftrious enjoy the fruit of his’
abour, to transfer his property to myfelf withaut his con-’
fent, and without putting fornething as good in the place,
would be an 4t of injuftice. '~ Only to covet is to wifh to be
tnjut. o L .

Covetoufnéfs is cruél. A mdnof this difpofition is ‘obliged
to harden his heait againft a thqufand plaintive voices, voices
Of'poor, fatherlefs; fick, aged, and bereaved people in diftrefs ;
Voices that fet maiiy an eye 4 tticklingy but which make no
impteflion on a ovetous man:

Covetoufnefs is ungrateful, A covetous man was once &
¢hild; has he no' féelings of gtatitude for his putfes? Or, if

Vol. IL. - - D . they
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they be dead, has he none for sther poor women now employed:
in mutfing fuch as he was; and whefe tendernefs and cate will
never be half paid for ! He was once in bufinefs, hith he no
feelings of gratitude for the old fervants who affifted him ta
his wealth ? or, if they be dead, are none of'!eheix chil<
ren or grandchildren left in want:?” Shalk:the whole world:
labour for this old mifer, one to feed him, another to guard
him, and all to make him happysand fhall he refemble the
barren earth, that returns nothing to him that dreffeth it ?
This is a black ingratitude, ~ "V o T et
Covetoufnefs is a foolith vice; it deftroys a rhan’s reputa-
tion, makes every body fufpect him for a thief; and watch
Jm; it breaks his reft; fills- him with care: and; anxiety,
excites the avarice of 2 robberyand the indignation of :a hqufe~
breaker; it endangers his life, and depart how he wills he dies
unbleft and unpitied. L '
Covetoufnefs is unprecedented in all our examples of
virtue. The fcripture thews- us many forts of good men,
and honeftly acknowledges their faults. One {poke unad-
vifedly with his lips, another curfed and fwore, a third was:in
a paffion, a fourth committed adultery ; but which of the
fiints ever Mved:in a habit of covetoufnefs ? It is Judas who
Hangéd himfelf; ahd not {uch” as Peter whom' covetous men
imitat‘e'Al Y ) .' _ ‘ o .’\ "l') . "\:
 Covetoufnels is_idalatry ¢ Tt is 'the idolatry of the heart,
where; as in a temple, a miferable wretch excludes God, fets
~cld inffead of him, and places that confidence in it which
belongs to the great Siipréme ilone. The fears and the hopes;
the fbrrows apd the jos of a mifer hiover about his idol as.
the fpirits of the juft wait round the fhron¢ of God. 'In
effeét, the ,bféffphémy of fuch a ¢riminal 'iddreﬁ‘e'.s that to gold
which good men fay to God—« Whom have I in heayen but
« thee? and there is mofie upon earth that I defire befides
« thee.” . . ;
" After all this, we affe& to wonder that God fhould choofe,
to.give us one example of the punifhment of fich a finher..
We are not fhocked at Providénce; when we {c€ a mifer ftarve,
himfelf to death ; but thould the Judge of the -world prevent
his killing himfelf, and_ choofe to maké him, '{:g‘ilfxftlx_'l,é“v»'orld‘
by his death, after he had fcandalized it by his life, Why thould
we be aftonithed? This man was fioned and burnt with hig
companions, and the plate'was called (as the place of every:
mifer deferves) ¢ the Valley of Troub{e, to t‘htl_s‘d:axyi ’
Obferve: the mifer with his bag 3 with what 4 arch and
jealous leer the wity fox ciceps ftealthily dbout dnd gbpu;,-tflc:
- ear
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earth his prey | He hath hot & friend ib thé world, and judg-
ing of others by himfelf, he thinks there is not an honeft man
upon earth, no, not one that ean be trufted. Doth it not vex
an ingenuous foul to fee fuch an image of a bealt in the fhape
of a man? Difguftful triumph ! « Behold it is hid in the
¢« earth, in the midft of my tent.”

Remark his caution.  He turns his back on his idol, trudges
far away; looks lean, and hangs all about his own fkeleton
enfigns of pévérty, néver avoiding people ih diftrefs, but
always comforting himfelf with the hope that nobody knows
of his treafure, and that therefore nobody expelts any
affiftance from him. How vexatious to any upright fodl
to fee a wretch feeding on. fallehood, @nd revolving in
his inemory, by way of pleafure, ¢ Behold it is hid in
¢ the earth,” &c. Take notice of the juft contempt in
which mankind hold this hoary mafs of meannefs ; he thinks
his wealth is hid ; but it is not hid; his -own anxieus fide
looks betray the fecret. .People reckon for him, talk over
all_his proh{s, omit his expences and lofs, and declaré his
.Wealth to be donblé what it is, and judge ef his duty ac-
-cording .to their own.notions of his forture. One lays out
‘this good work for him, .another rategs him at fo much to-
‘wards (uch a chatity, and-all execrate him for net doing what
1s hot in his'power. MarkK his hypocrify : He weeps over
the profligacy of the.poor, and fays, * it is a fad thing they
« are.bfought up without being educated in the fear of God.”
He laments every time the bell tolls, the condition of widows
and orphans ! He celebrates the praife of kearning, and prays
for the down-pouring of the fpirit on his fanctuary, and then
how his foul would be refrefhed ! What a comfortable Chrif-
tian then would he be! Tell this « fon of the morning,
¢ there are fchoolmafters waiting to inftiuét youth.” Tell
him of widows, orphans, &c. and all thefe wait only for a
little of his money tp pay for cutting a canal. See how
thunderftruck he is! His folemn face becomes lank and black,
he fufpects he has been too liberal already, why he taxed
.and others fpared ? &c. &c.. This igneble foul tells you he
would.not give 2 wedge of gold to fave you all from eterml
-ruin; but he fays, Gad is not like him; God loves you,
and will fave you freely. This is ftritly true; but this
inftead of freezing, thould warm the hearts of all who are
able, and fet them a running into a&s of generofity. « Joftua
“ obtained a victory when the {un ftood ffill ; but when ava-
“ rice was at wotk Jofhia was défeated.”Grace be with

you all. = Amen.
Da BAPTIST
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HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION OF GENEw
RAL BAPTISTS. '
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Continued from page 565 of Vel. I,

From Anno 1755 to 1760.

‘/U E have hitherto principally confined our attention to
the progrefs of religion, and the ftate of -the church in the
county of Leicefter, including a part of the counties of Derby
and Nottingham. But while Barton, Mélbourn, Kegworth,
and other places in the neighbourhood of each, were the moft
fruitful fields in which thefe labourers were einployed, there
were other places which one or other were continually endea-
vouring -to add to their boundaries. Nor were the regular
_preachers the only men who had the intereft at heart. Every
private member in a greater or lefs degree, feemed to poflefs
_an enterprifing {pirit, and an unconquerable defire and deter
mination to propagate what to them appeared the truth of the
gofpel. And, however the more cool and difpaffionate pro-
.feflors of religion might be difpofed to pronounce thefe cha-
ra&ters as enthufiaftic and wild, yet it is prefumed, the major
part of Chriftians will own, they pofleffed a confiftency in
_one view, which, alas ! multitudes now muft own they have
‘loft, if ever they poffefled it at all. ‘Thefe new profeflors
regarded religion as the principal thing. 'They not only pro-
fefled this, but-their condu& evinced that they ¢ counted all
« things but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift
¢« Jefus the Lord.,” Religion was uppermoft with them, at
home or abroad. Not only their fabbaths, but much of that
time which others devote to fecular concetns, and pleafing
"amufements, was by them diligently employed in converfing
_with, and inftru&ting thofe, who, they thought, needed their
fervices. This condu&, by madefn, and fathionable pro-
! feflors, would. be deemed exceflively intrufive, and though in
. words they acknowledge religion to be the higheft concern of
.rational beings, they treat it in a manner which evinces a
_contrary bias in their hearts.
It has already been noticed, that a {mall intereft was raifed
et Hirkley in the county of Leicefter, in which place }*\;/[}
S udt
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‘Ault fixed his refidence, and for fome time continued to
reach, even after he had feparatéd from the people at Barton.
g—lis preaching, however, did not lung prevent the Barton
preachers occafionally paying their vifits, as there were fome
who ftill were attached to their caufe. Among t.cfe were
‘Thomas Perkins, who afterwards became a preacher, and
John Shipman, with feveral others, whofe names, it is hoped,
are in the Lamb’s book of life. The preaching at Hinkley,
afterwards became a mean of extending the cadfe into War-
"wickthire; and at Longford, near Coventry, more efpe-
cially, a foundation was laid for raifing an intereft, which
in a'few years became of confiderable magnitude. What
contributed more immediately to their firft introdution here,
was the temporary removal of a young man from Dife-
worth, whofe name was Robert Sheflield ¥, who, by acci-
dent, went to work at Exhall, near Bedworth ; and boarded
‘with a diffenting family of the independent perfuafion. Mr.
Sheffield being zealous, and a&ive in his endeavours to pro-
pagate his fentiments, fpared no pains to bring this family
to his perfuafion; but though his fuccefs was not equal to
‘his withes, he did not labour in vain. ‘This family was
retty ftrenuoufly attached to the doétrines of Calvinifm, and

r. Sheflield as ftrenuoufly oppofed them. He perfuaded
part of the family to hear at Hinkley, though diftant about
eight or nine miles. ‘The refult was, that one of the daugh-
ters renounced Calvinifm, and embraced the dofrine of
-general redemption. This occafioned great uneafinefs to her.
parents, who folicited the interference of their minifter, the
Rev. Mr. Adams, of Bedworth, and fome other of the prin-
cipal members of that congregation. The minifter argued
with her on the fubject, endeavouring to convince her of her
error. This, however, was ineffe€ual, fhe ftill perfifting to
adhere to the people at Hinkley, and the do&rines they main-
tained. In confequence of this, a meeting was propofed for
the purpofe of difputation, between Mr. Adams, attended by
fome of the Bedworth congregation, and fome of the friends

- belonging to the church at Barton. This meeting was,
accordingly, held in the veftry belonging to the meeting at
Bedworth, and the perfons who compofed the phalanx from
Barton fociety, were John Aldridge, Thomas Perkins, Tho-
mas Swift, and John Shipman. Each fide, no doubt, put
themfelves in the beft pofture for the conteft; but, alas ! the

* Mr. Sheffield is yet living, and is a worthy and venerable
member of the church at Melbourn,

Barton
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Barton heroes were totally unacquainted with polemical
tactics.  Of courfe, they were thrown into confufion, at the
firit fire of the enemy. As they knew not how. to form their
ranks, or even prefent their piece when loaded, it is not
to be wondered at that they could not rally. their forces, and
recover their ground. To flee would be dreadful cowar-
dice, and to maintain an orderly battle impoffible; and,
therefore, this was their only alternative; they fell to it, pell=
mell, and fuch confufion of languages was witnefled, as per-
haps, has rarely occurred fince the building of the tower of
Babel. - .

It would be well for the credit and progrefs of religion,
if it’s profeflors were more influenced by the pure and bene,
volent principles of the gofpel, and thus renounce every thing
tending to intolerance and perfecution ; but it is no uncom«
mon thing for men to be ignorant of their own fpirit, and
niot fufficiently aware of the tendency of their own condudk.
In a church profefledly requiring uniformity . of faith, withs
out allowing a man to think for himfelf, it is confiftent with
fuch a profeflion to perfecute thofe who refufe to fwallow
every noftrum which fuch nurfes and do&ors ‘prefcribe .far
their fouls ; but for Proteflants, and PRoTESTANT DISSEN-
TERS to perfecute each other, is fo monftroufly abfurd, that it
is inconceivable how any man can have the impudence to
claim the name of either one or the other, who has not fo-
lemnly abjured every fpecies of religious perfecution, ,

The advantage gained by the minifter. and people at Bed-
worth, over the people from Barton, not only occafioned a
temporary triumph, and a little vain-glory, for this might
have been borne; but in addition to this, fome of the vic-
torious party proceeded to perfonal infult and abufe... A mob
was collected on their leaving the town, and little fhort of
outrageous violence was indicated by the behaviour of the
aflailants. What was ftill more cruel, the young woman,
for perfifting in her new profefliion, was difcarded by her
parents, and obliged to feek an afylum among her new ac-
quaintances at Hinkley and Barton. 1In. this fituation the
‘continued about. three quarters of a year, when her parents
invited her to return; but as fhe underftood they were yet
unwilling to allow her the choice of her worthip, fhe declined
to accept it on fuch unfavourable conditions. She, however,
returned as a vifitant, and after a fhort time, perfuaded her
brother and fifter, with a few other neighbours, to attend at
Hinkley with her ' " -

Among thofe who were her companions, and who require

marc
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more particular mention in this narrative, are William Smith*
end his wife, who then were inhabitants of Exhall. They,
with ithe- reft, travelled to Hinkley to hear, ard f{oon profefled
to  be converted. Mr. Smith being an a&tive and laborious
man, and peculiarly zealous for the welfare of his neighbours,
rhade it his bufinefs to converfe with almoft all who came in
his way. In fhort, he foon raifed an uproar in the parifh,
which roufed up-the ol [dozing -viear to-more animation and
vigilance.  He fent for William Smith, who accordingly
went, * The vicar afked him feveral queftions relative to the
oceafion of ‘this noife, 'and foon began a religious difpute,
The fubjeét in debate was_juftification : The vicar infifting
on works, and” Mr. Smith on faith, as the means of it.  The
vicar:t60k James, and Mr. Smith chofe Paul todecide it; but
neither §ames nor -Paul fettled it to the fatisfaction of both.
‘They ' therefore, left it as they found it. The vicar, how-
ever, fent the next ‘morning to” Mr. Smith, to inquire what
he cilled himfelf; or what denomination he chofe to rank
himfelfunder’; but Mr. Smith, not’being over complaifant, nor
inclined to ‘give a dire€t anfwer," returned this reply, ¢« Tell
« your mafter, I am a Chriftian.”” It may eafily be fup-
pofed ¢his would be deemed by the clergyman, rather as an
mtended - affront, than a reply to his queftion: He, there-
fore, fent word to Mr. Smith in. return, that if he did not
choofe to refrain from converfing with the parifhioners on the
fubjedt of religion,' he might expeét to be perfecuted for his
pains. Mzr. Smith, however, was ‘one of the laft men in the
world to be-frighted, and made his rejoinder, < Tell your
“ mafler that T regard neither him nor his perfecution ; for
« I mean-to go‘to heaven myfelf, and to take all I can with
“ me”” This daring meflage exafperated the vicar till
more; and ‘caufed him to be © inftant in feafon, and out of
'« feafon,” to ftop the progrefs of herefy, and to keep his
fheep “within his ‘own fold. His fermons contained bitter
inveltives againft thefe: upftart religionifts; and had the
plague been in the'parifh, he could not have founded a better

* Mr. Smith foon commenced preacher, and laboured abun-
dantly, in conne@ion with the other preachers. When the
church: was divided, he was chofen to-paftor with G. Hickling
over therchurch at Hinkley and Longford, and continued
{pch,till December, ix972., Mr Smith, after that period, was
iet over the paople ot Hharklley, and Mr. Hicking at Longford,
and 't_hcpeople formed intg twp diftinét churches. Mr. Smith
continued in_this fituatign wll December the 7th, 57¢8, whea
he finithed his courte. ‘

alarm,
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alarm. His conduét herein, had a very different effe® ta
what he intended, though exactly the fame which fuch cons
du&t genetally produces. Had he, and many others of the fame
ftamp, taken no notice of thofe they deem fanatics, as they'
rofe from dbfcurity, fo to obfcurity and oblivion they foont.
might have returned ; but by expofing them to ridicule, they
acquire an eminence they could never otherwife reach, and
gain a confequence beyond even their own moft fanguine
expettations. R

The railing fefmons of the vicar excited curiofity among
his hearers ; and curiofity; when excited in any confiderable
degree, is not eafily fupprefled. Many determined to ¢ hear
¢« what thefe babblers would fay,” and were abfolutely taken
in the net, which the worthy vicar had forewarned them to:
avoid. Meetings for prayer, reading, &c. were held in the.
neighbourhood ; and in the year 1760, 2 houfe was taken;
and licenfed for the purpofe of preaching. This oecafioned
more difturbance than' ever, for the vulgar, who are gene-
rally proper tools for thofe in higher ftations, made it their
bu({r’wfs frequently to difturb and interrupt the public wors
fhip. Confiderable outrages were often committed, even fo
as to render it dangerous to attend. At length fome of the
principals were deteCed, and fummoned before a magiftrate,
who gave them a fuitable reprimand, and for fome time abated
the fury of the populace, though it did not extinguifh the
fire which was kindled in the breafts of zealots and bigots:
‘This continued fill internally to burn, and like Vefuvius
or /Etna, iffued fmoke with hollow groans, and now and
then fparks, which foreboded a more dreadful irruption; but
yet the devourinﬁ lava was fupprefled, or defolation would:
have overfpread the newly cultivated fields.

The number of converts increafing, and hearers accu-
mulating from the different parithes round, feveral leading
people in the neighbourhood began to be fhiockingly alarmed.
They ufed various private means to fupprefs them. he
vicar of Exhall had fpent his force, and therefore, applica-
tion was made to a clergyman of Folefhill, the Rev. Mr
Brookes, in order that he might advife them what fteps
to purfue; but he was not difpofed to countenance their
proceedings. It is true, they requefted his advice, and he
as cheerfully gave it; but it was of a nature very_dlfferenc
to their wifhes. It was advices however, which evinced the
foundnefs of his judgment, and the benevolence of his heart.
« Refrain from thefe meny and let them alone; for if this
« counfel, or this work, be of men, it will come to nou‘ggti

¢ byt
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& buf if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye
& be found even to fight againft God.”* This (eafonable
and candid advice had a very proper effeét, and deferves to be
perpétuated as 2 memorial, no lefs to the honour of the Rev.
Mr. Brookes; of Folefhill,; than the celebrated Gamaliel of
Jerufalem,
(To bz continued.)
-
ACCOUNT OF ECYPT.

It is thoiight by fome, whofe judgment deferves refpec, that
an extradt from Bithop Newten’s Diflertations on the
Prophecies concerning Egypt, may be an 2greeable arti-
cle in the General Baptift Magazine. The bifhop’s in-
valuable work is certainly well known by many; yet, it
inay be reafonably prefumed, that the greateft part of our
readers are vety little acquainted with it. An extralt
from it will, therefore, be publithed, God willing, in the
two enfuing Numbers: Before this, however, it may not
be improper to give our lefszinformed readers a fhort
Account of the Country, from the laft improved edition
of Brovkes’s General Gazetteer. Thofe who are ac-
quainted with books, know that a larger Account of
Egypt, may be found in Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory, and
the writings of many other authors. '

E'GYPT, a country of Africa, 606 miles in length, and
950 where broadeft; bounded on the north hy the Mediter-
fanean, on the fouth by Nubia, on the éaft by the Red Sea
and the ifthmus of Suez, and on the weft by the defcrts to
the eaft of Fezgan. The broadeft part is from Alexandria
to Damietta, and thence it gradually grows narrower, till ic
approaches Nubia. This country, (o famous in hiftory, has
fiot an extent proportionable to the defcription the ancients
have given of it; bit when we confider the fertility of the
Eountry; that not a foot of ground remained uncultivated,
and that there was a great number of canals, which are now
fm,ed up, their aé_count.Mio not feem improbable. Egypt is
divided into the Upper,.Middle; and Lower ; which laft com-

rehends the. Delta ; and thaugh the air is naturally hot, and-
not very wholefdme, if enjoys fo many other advantages, that

_ ¢ Alls, v. 38, 24, .
Vol 11, = A i



a6 ACCOUNT OF RGYPT.

it has always been extremely populous. The ancient kings
governed Egypt, till Cambyfes became mafter of it, 525
years before Chrift, and in their time all thofe wonderful
ftrutures were raifed, which we cannot behold without
aftonithment. Thefe are the pyramids, the labyrinth, the
immenfe grottos of the Thebais; the obelifks, temples, and
pompous palaces; the lake Mceris, and the vaft canals, which
ferved both for trade, and to render the land fruitful. After
this conquelt, Cambyfes demolifhes the temples, and perfe-
cuted the priefts. T his country continued under the Perfian
yoke till the time of Alexander the Great, who, having con«
quered Perfia, built the city of Alexandria. He was fuc«
cceded by Ptolemy, the fon of Lagos, 324 years before
Chrift. Ten kings of that name fucceeded each other, till
Cleopatra, the fifter of the laft Ptolemy, afcended the throne ;
when Egypt became a Roman province, and continued fo till
the reign of Omar, the fecond calif of the fucceflors of Ma-
homet, who drove away the Romans, after it had been in:
their hands 700 yeéars. When the power of the ealifs de<
clined, Saladine fet up the empire of the Mamlouks, which
ecame fo powerful in time, that they extended their domi~
nions over a great part of Africa, Syriay and Arabia. Laft
of all, Selim, 2 Turkith emperor, conquered Egypt.. The
prefent population of Egypt is computed at 2,300,000.. The
inhabitants are compofed of four differept races of people ;
the Turks, who pretend to be mafters of the country; the
Arabs, who were conquered by the Turks; the Copths,
who are defcended from the firt Egyptians that became
Chriftians ; and the Mamlouks, who were originally Cir-
caffian or Mingrélian flaves, and being the only military
force are the real mafters of the country. Egypt has béen,
for many years, diftraftéd by the civil wars between the
different contending beys, by which it’s 24 provinces were
goveried. The famous Haffan Ali, the Turkifti admiral,
gained feveral vidtories ovet them in 1786 but though he
reprefled, he could 1idt totally fubdue them 3 arid the Ottomar
power in this country is now fuppofed to be extremely precas
rious. Egypt carried on a tonfiderable trade in Eaft India
commodities, till the Portugiefe found the wiy rdund the Capeé
of Good Hope. However, the merchants of Eufope vifit
the harbours in the Mediterfanean, and impott and export
feveral forts of merchandife ; and from gther parts the fiatives
get elephants-teeth, ebony, gold-duﬁ;.mu‘ﬂ{ clvety :lm)ber-s
gris, and coffee. ‘The. gold:duft is brouglit ;rbm Nf:groland
to Fez and Morqseo, angd thence tg Lairo, over m‘llmfentfe
Ce
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deferts. ‘The principal commodities which the merchants
purchafe, are coffee, fenna, caffia, rhubarb, fal ammoniac,
myrrh, faffron, faltpetre, aloes, opium, indigo, fugar, fandal
wood, dates, cotton cloth, &c.” The complexion of the
‘Egyptians is tawny, and the further fouth the darker, fo that
‘thofe near Nubia are almoft black. They are generally in-
dolent and cowardly: The richer fort do hothing all day but
drink coffee, {moak tobacco and fleep ; and they are ignorant,
proud, haughty, and ridiculoufly vain, From March to
November, the heat, to an European, is almoft infupport-
able ; but the other months are more temperate. 'The fouth
winds are by the natives called poifonous winds, or the hot
winds of the deferts: They are of fuch extreme heat and
aridity, that no animated body expofed to it can withftand
it’s fatal influence. During the three days that it generally
lafts, the ftreets are deferted ; and woe to the traveller whom
this wind furprifes remote from fhelter. Itrains very feldom
in Egypt; but that want is fully fupplied by the annual inun~
dation of the Nile. Whemr'the waters retire, all the ground
is covered with mud ; then they only harrow their corn into it,
end, in the following March, they have ufually a plentiful
harveft: Their rice fields are fupplied with water from canais
and refervoirs. ‘There is no place in the world better fur-
nifhed with corn, fleth, fith, fugar, fruits, and all forts of
‘garden ftuff; ‘and in Lower Egypt are oranges, lemons, figs,
dates, almonds, caffia, ahd plantains, in great plenty. he
‘fands are fo fubtile that they penetrate into the clofets, chefts,
and cabinets, which, with the hot winds, are probably the
caule of fore eyes being fo very common here. The animals
‘of Egypt are tygers, hyenas, antelopes, apes, black cattle, fine
horfes, large afles, crocodiles, the hippopotamus, the camelion,
and a kind of rat called ichneumon ; oftriches, eagles, hawks,
pelicans, water fowls of all kinds, and the ibis, which re=
fembles a duck, and was deified by the ancient Egyptians,
on account of jt’s deftroying ferpents and noxious infecls.
‘Here is a ferpent called the ceraftes, or horned viper, whofe
bite is fatal to thofe who have not the fecret of guarding
againftit: For fome of the natives can play with the ceraftes,
and it will not attempt to bite them ; but when applied to a
hen or any other animal, it has inftantly bit and killed them.
‘Late authors have expatiated on the curious fubje& of the in-
cantation ef ferpents, and have np doubt of it’s reality: It is
certainly alluded to in holy writ, T(See Pfalm lviii. 4, 5. Ecclef.
x. 11, and Jerem. viii. 17.) he pyramids of Egypt arg
poticed by all travellers ; the largeft takes up ten acres of

Es3 ground
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ground, and is, as well as the reft, built upon a rock. Here
are alfo caverns, out of which they get the mummies, or
embalmed dead: bodies, which are’ found in" coffins fet up-
right in niches of the walls, and have continued there at
Jeaft 4000 years: Many of thefe have bten brought to Eng-
3and, and ‘were formerly deemed of great ufe in medicine,

The principal city is Cairo, =

= —— —— N

CORRESPONDENCE,
ﬂfa the Edi{or of the Ger}e(ql Ba}f;ﬁqugazina,
DEAR SIR, ’ : v

17 the. following Refolutions meet your approbation,
fhall be pleafed-to fee them inferted as foon as convenient.. -
. Thefe Refolutions are extraéted from the Life of the late
Rev. and pious Mr. Jonathan Edwards; prefident of Newa
Jerfey, and formed by him about the twenticth and twenty-
firft years of his age, ' "
L RESOLVED, that I will do whatfoever I think to be
moft to God’s glory, and my own good, profit, and pleafure,
in the whole of my duration, without any confideration of the
time, whether fow, or ever fo many myriads of ages hence.

II. Refolved to do whatever T think to be my duty, and
moft for the good and advantage of mankind in general. Re-
folved to do this, whatever difficulties I meet with, how many
and how great foever. o g

ITI. Refolved to be continually endeavouring to find out
fome new-invention and contrivance, ta promote the fore-
mentioned things. ’ ‘

- IV. Refolved, never to do any manner of thing, whether
in foul ‘or body, lefs or mere, byt what tends to, the glory
of God ; nor’ be, nor fuffer it, if I can avoid. it:

V. Refolved, never to lofe one moment of time; buf
improvye it in’ the moft profitable way I poflibly can.

* VI. Refolved to live with all my might, while'T do live,
~ VIL Refolved, never to do any thing, which-I fhould be
afraid to do, if it were the laft hour of my life. ©*

V1IL Refolved to think much, on all occafions of my own
dyipg, and of the circumflances which attend deagh,

3
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IX. Refolved, when I think of any theorem in divi-
pity to be folved, immediately to do what I can towards
folving it, if circumftances do not hinder. ' ’

X. Refolved to be endeavouring to find out fit objects of
charity and liberality. ’ h ’

XI. Refolved never to do any thing out of revenge.

XII. Refolved, neyer to fuffer the leaft motions of anger
to irrational beings.

XHI. Refolved, that I will live, fo as I fhall with I had
done, when I come to die.

XIV. Refolved to live fo at all times as I think is beft in
my devout frames, and when I have cleareft notions of the
things of the gofpel, and another world.

" XV. Refolved to maintain the firicteft temperance in
gating and drinking,

" X VI Refolved, never to do any thing, which if I thould
fee in another, I thould count a juft occafion to defpife him
for, or to think any way the more meanly of him.

"~ XVII. Refolved, wherfever I do any confpicuoufly evil
aétion, to trace jt back, till I come to the original caufe; and
then both carefully endeavour-to do fo no more, and to fight
and pray with all my might againft the original of it.

XVIIL Refolyed to ftudy the fcriptures fo fteadily, con-
ftantly, and frequently, that I may find, and plainly perccive
myfelf to grow in the knowledge of the fame.

XIX. Refolved to ftrive to my utmoft, every week, to be
brought higher in religion, and to a higher exercife of grace,
than' I was the week before. o

XX. Refolved to be ftrictly and firmly faithful to my truft,
that that in Prov. xx. 6, % a faithful man who can find,” may
a0t be partly fulfilled in me. : '

XXI. Refolved, always to do what I can towards making,
maintaining, and eftablifhing peace, when it can be without
over-balancing detriment in other refpets.

XXII. Refolyed, in narrations never to fpeak any thing
but the pure and fimple truth.

XXIII. Refolyed, never to fpeak evil of any, except fome
particular good call for it.

XXIV. Refolved, to enquire eyery night, as I am going
to bed, wherein I have been negligent, what fin I have
committed, and wherein I have denied myfelf; aljo at the
end of every week, month, and year.

XXV. Relolved, never to fpeak any thing that is ridi=
culous; or matter of laughter on the Lord’s day.

" XXVI. Refolved, ngver to do any thing that I fo much

queltion
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queftion the lawfulnefs of, as that I intend, at the fame time,
to confider and examine afterwards, whether it be lawful ot
n0; except I as much queftion the lawfulnefs of the omiffion.

XXVII. Refolved to atk myfelf at the end of every day,
week, month, and year, wherein I could poflibly, in any re-
fpe&, have done better.

XXVIIL Refolved, never henceforward, till I die, to a&t
E if [ were any way my own, but entirely, and altogether,

od’s. .

XXIX. Refolved, never to allow the leaft'meafure of any
fretting uneafinefs at my father and mother. Refolved to
fuffer no effeés of it, fo much as in the leaft alteration of
fpeech, or motion of my eye: And to be efpecially careful of
it, with refpe&t to any of our family. : T

XXX. Refolved, to endeavour to my utmoft, to deny
whatever is not moft agreeable to a good, and univerfally
fweet and benevalent, quiet, peaceable, contented, eafy, com~
paflionate, generous, humble, meek, modeft, fubmiflive, oblig=
ing, diligent, and induftrious, charitable, even, patient, moder-
ate, forgiving, fincere temper ; and to do at'all times what
fuch a temper would lead me to. Examine' ftrictly, every
week, whether I have done fo.

XXXI. Refolved, conftantly, with the utmoft nicenefs
and diligence, and the ftriGteft fcrutiny, to be looking inte
the ftate of my foul, that I may know whether I have truly
an intereft in Chrift or no; that when I come to die, I may
not bave any negligence, refpecting this, to repent of.

XXXII. Refolved, I will a& fo as I think I fhall judge
would have been beft, and ‘moft prudent, when I come into

_the future world. :

XXXIJIIL I frequently hear perfons in old age fay how
-they would live, if they were to live their lives over again &
Refolved, that I will live juft fo as I can think 1 thall with
1 had done, fuppofing I live to old age.

XXXIV. Whenever I hear any thing fpoken in conver-
fation of any perfon, if I think it would be praife-worthy in
-me, refolved to endeavour to imitate it. _ <

XXXV. Refolved, to endeavour to my utmoft, to alt as
1 ean think I fhould do, if I had already feen the happinefs
of heaven, and hell torments. '

XXXVI. Refolved, never.to give over, nor in the leaft to
flacken, my fight with my corruptions, however unfuccefs-
ful I may ge. 3

XXXVII. Refolved, when I fear misfortunes and adver.
fities, to examing whether I have done my duty, and rcfolve

tQ
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to do it; and let it be juft as Providence orders it, I will,
as f:;_r a$ I can, be concerned about nothing but my duty, and
my tin.

YXXXV[II. Refolved, never to do any thing but duty, and
then, according to Ephef. vi. 6, 7, 8, do it willingly and
cheerfully, as unto the Lord, and not to man ; knowing, that
whatever good thing any man doth, the fame fhall he receivg
of the Lord.

XXXIX. Refolved, very much to exercife m{felf in this
all my life long, viz. with the greateft opennefs I am capa-
ble of, to declare my ways to God, and lay open my foul ta
him: All my fins, temptations, difficulties, forrows, fears,
hopes, defires, and every thing, and every circumftance.

XIL.. Refolved, after afflitions, to enquire, what T am
the better for them ? What good I have got by them? And
what I might have got by them.

et —
rd

To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine.

MR. EDITOR,

The following Reflections on Death, were eccafioned by
the death of a young man, who was taken away fuddenly.
If you think they are worthy, and will tend to imprefs ferious
thoughts of death upon the readers of your Magazine; they
are at your fervice, o

(4

S

~ ALAS! in that grave lie the remains of a fellow-mortals
A few days ago he was as I am' now—he was young, vigor=
bus, and altive—he imagined he had yet many days to Come;
' many blooming profpes beforé him, many engaging {cenes
to pafs through, numerous pleafures to enjdy, and many
glittering thows of happinefs feemed to prefent themfelves to
his view, which he; ere long, would be in pofleflion of:
But ah ! Death ftretched his bow, the arrow flew, the victim
fell—he fell to rife no miore. Alas! his hopes, his ideal
thoughts of happinefs for years to come, are fled—thofe eyes
that once fparkled with youthful fire, ate now clofed in ever-
lafting fleep—thofe bluthing cheeks, which once, with rofy
health were béautifully tinted, now wear a pale and deathlike
hue—that captivating tongue, which often told the large

defires which flamed within his anxious breaft, is now in
faddeft

~ e



1% CORRESPONDENCE,

faddéft filence fedled.  Alas | inftead of focial friends, and fo#s
ing rclatives, worms, vile, crawling worms, are his companions
—a damp, a clay cold bed, is the beft accommodation, he whé
once tould lie upon a foft and downy one; can riow coms
mand. Ob, my foul ! muft thou alfo feel this gloomy res
verfe? Muft thou lie down with worms? Oh, thou cruel
tyrant ! thou defpoiler of the human race, muft 1 fubmit to
thy power ? Fall by thy arm? Can nought ward off the
heavy blow ? Alas! his adamantine heart feels no emotions
of tendernefs and pity, from the moft endearing connections;
engaging affociates: The mighty ravager beirs away his
prize with unrelenting fury. No bribe can allure his harid—
no mortal can evade his fwift purfuit—but all, and thou, O;
my foul ! muft fall beneath his ftroke.

Am I preparéd, O, my foul! if he fhould cut the thir
and brittle thread of life to night ? Am I ready to obey hig
fummons, and with joy refign my worldly all, fo that I'may
but be ufhered into the prefence of my deareft Lord and
Saviour ? Does his terrible appearance deter and daunt my
fpirits ' Do I feel afraid, and fhrink with fear from the folemn
thought that I muft die? O, my foul! confider the ground
on which thou ftandeft—ferioufly remark and weigh thy in-
moft thoughts, and fee whether they are capable of making
thee ftand with humble confidence before thy Judge, at the
awful day of retribution—look over the accounts which ftand
betwixt thee and thy God, and fee whether thou art clear and
fpotlefs from the imputation of fin; continually truft upon thy
Redeemer, and rely on his falvation—bring every thought
and a&tion into fubjeion to his willj often view thy inherit<
ance in the everlafting reglons of peace and purity—ever live
while here, in the conftant praftice of felf-denial to every
luftful paffion, and in the daily Oﬁerfng up of adorationy
prayer, and praife, to him who fitteth upon the throne, beforé
whofe glorious prefence angels and archangels veil their faces
with their wings. My foul ! let this but be thy experiencé
and the gloomy vale of death fhall finile with heavenly vers
dure—all his difmal forms fhall then affume tHe bleft étherial
features of a cherub—the comforts of the gofpel fhall confolé
and enliveén thee when expiring in the arms of death ; faintg
fhall meet thee at the golden gates of blifs, and lead thy wear;
feet through cryftal ftrects, to fields where never fading
fpring abides; and all her joyous traime  Amen,
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%o the Edjtor of the General Baptift Magazine.

SIR,
3¢ the following Anecdote of Dr. Manton, a worthy non-
conformift, is worthy a place in yoyw mifcellany, it is at
j your fervice. T T )
" X.

ANECDOTE.

—

BEING to preach before the Lord-mayor, the court of*
Aldermen, &c. at St. Paul’s, the do€tor chofe a fubjet in
which he had an opportunity of difplayin